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UB  FOR 

Rescuing  the  canals  from  the  ruin  with  which  they  are 

“ THREATENED 


W BY  EXPOSING  AND  RESISTING 

fTHE  RAILROAD  CONSPIRACY”  FOR  “DISCREDITING  THE  CANALS, 
AND  DIMINISHING  THEIR  REVENUES,  WITH  A VIEW  OF 
BRINGING  THEM  UNDER  THE  HAMMER  :”-f 


AND  ADOPTING  MEASURES  FOR  COUNTERACTING 

PHE  RUINOUS  COMPETITION  WITH  RAILROADS,  PERMITTED  BY  THE 
STATE,  AND  INSTITUTED  BY  RAILROAD  DIRECTORS  FOR 
THE  EXPRESS  PURPOSE  OF  BREAKING  DOWN 
THE  CREDIT  OF  THE  CANALS.”-* 

M (As  stated  editorially  in  the  * New  York  Herald,  the  t New  York  Times,  and  the  t New  York  Tribune.) 

II  

n ITH  REPLIES  FROM  NOMINEES,  OF  ALL  PARTIES,  FOR  STATE  OFFICES, 

Opinions  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

AND  STATISTICS  AND  EXPLANATIONS 


CONCERNING 

HE  CANAL  SYSTEM  AND  THE  RAILWAY  OPERATIONS, 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH 


THE  PUBLIC  RIGHTS  AND  REVENUES, 

AND  THE 

gvmtltuvM,  pmntfnduvimj  & (tfmmumtot  ptmsts  of  flto 


A Convention  of  Citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  * * * held  at  Rochester,  * * * to  devise  measures 
to  RESCUE  THE  CANALS  FROM  THE  RUIN  WITH  WHICH  THEY  ARE  THREATENED,”  says  the 
Editor  of  the  New  York  Herald,  August  31, 1S59. 

The  Railroad  Interest  has  blundered  a premature  charge  upon  the  Canals,”  says  the  New  York  Daily  Times, 
edited  by  Ex-Lieutenant  Governor  Raymond.  * * * “ Fortunate,  then,  for  the  State,  was  this  premature 
publication  of  the  Railroad  Conspiracy,”  continues  the  Daily  Times  of  Sept.  3d.  “The  announcement  rallied 
i the  Friends  of  the  Canals  at  an  auspicious  moment.  Had  the  alarm  been  given  a week  later,  the  political 
conventions  might  have  ignored  the  whole  question,  and  at  least  a year  would  have  been  lost.  But,  now, 
this  is  impossible.”  * * * “ How  wisely  the  (Rochester)  Convention  has  performed  its  delicate  and  im- 
portant duties,  may  be  seen  by  our  report  of  its  proceedings.” — (N.  Y.  Times,  Sept.  3, 1859.) 

| It  is  proposed  to  sell  the  Canals,”  says  the  New  York  Tribune.  “A  sale,  even  of  the  Internal  Improvements  of 
the  State,  is  not  necessarily  objectionable;  but  it  happens,  in  this  case,  unfortunately,  that  the  proposition  to 
sell  comes  from  those,  or  the  friends  of  those,  who  wish  to  buy.'" — (N.  Y.  Tribune,  Sept.  5.) 

‘ ven  if  we  granted — which  we  do  not  for  a moment — that  the  Canals  are  likely  to  prove  a bad  property,”  con- 
tinues the  New  York  Tribune,  “we  contend  that  the  worst  possible  thing  we  could  do  with  them  would  be  to 
part  with  them,  when  an  absolute  and  demonstrable  certainty  exists  that  THEY  WOULD  BE  USED  AS  A 
MIGHTY  INSTRUMENT  FOR  THE  POLITICAL  AND  PECUNIARY  OPPRESSION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  AT 
LARGE.”— (N.  Y.  Tribune,  Sept.  5.) 

Jo  the  Canals  tax  the  Treasury?  Persistent  and  apparently  concerted  efforts  are  now  making  all  over  the  State, 
to  convince  the  People  that  the  Canals  are  a dead-weight  upon  the  Treasury,  and  that  their  retention  by  the 
Commonwealth  will  involve  the  necessity  of  direct  taxation  for  their  support.  A more  UNFOUNDED 

ABSURDITY  (says  the  New  York  Times)  WAS  NEVER  PUT  FORTH  by  a knot  of  FINANCIAL  CONSPI- 
RATORS bent  upon  HOODWINKING  THE  PUBLIC  MIND.”  * * * * “The  truth  is  (says  the  Editor 
of  the  Times)  that  THE  CANALS,  instead  of  being  burdensome  and  unproductive,  are  actually  at  this  mo- 
ment BETTER  PROPERTY  THAN  ANY  RAILWAY  IN  THE  STATE.”— New  York  Times. 

;ie  place  which  they  (the  Canals)  fill  in  our  system  of  internal  communication  is  one  which  no  railway  can 
supply , and  in  which  they  are  not  likely  to  meet  the  competition  of  new  Canals.  Nobody  dreams  of  abolish- 
ing them.  Were  the  State  to  be  dragooned  into  selling  them  to-morrow,  we  should  have  the  same  men  gam- 
bling in  their  stock,  before  a month  was  past,  who  now  make  the  vast  properties  of  the  Railways  the  sport 
of  their  speculations ; and  all  that  is  required  to  make  the  public  sentiment  of  the  Commonwealth  thoroughly 
alive  to  their  importance,  is,  to  set  the  facts  of  their  history  clearly  and  honestly  forth.” — N.  Y.  Tribune. 
ie  prosperity  of  the  State  depends,  to  a certain  degree,  upon  its  traffic ; its  traffic  must,  in  a large  measure,  be 
carried  on  through  ITS  CANALS,  which  BELONG  TO  THE  PEOPLE;  the  people,  therefore,  will  directly, 
as  well  as  indirectly,  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  own  prosperity.  Secondly  : ALL  MONOPOLIES  ARE  HOSTILE 
TO  THE  INTERESTS  OF  THE  PEOPLE.  To  throw  into  the  same  hands  both  the  Railroads  and  the  Canals 
of  the  State,  would  be  to  give  to  private  individuals  the  monopoly  of  all  its  internal  transportation,  and  the 
power  gTeatly  to  oppress  the  people.  It  is  wise  and  best,  therefore,  to  avoid  the  creation  of  such  a monopoly, 
by  keeping  the  Canals  in  the  possession  of  the  State,  and  under  the  control  of  the  people  themselveB.” — 
New  York  Tribune. 
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REPORT  TO  THE  CLINTON  LEAGUE, 


INCLUDING-  PEOCEEDINGS  OF 


CONVENTIONS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 


(AT  EO CHESTER  AND  UTICA)  CONCERNING  THE 


Canal  System,  Railway  Management,  and  State  Interests  General 


In  addition  to  tlie  “ Brief  Report,”  and  other  documents  issued  recently  concerning  the  objects  of  the  Roches 
State  Convention,  and  the  motives  of  the  New  York  Meetings  in  sending  Delegates  to  that  Convention,  the  uni 
signed,  Chairman  and  Secretary  < f those  Meetings  (known  as  the  “ Clinton  League  for  Promoting  the  Completio: 
the  Canal  System”),  now  respectful?  present  a full  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  that  Convention,  and  also  of 
Utica  Convention,  printed  from  the  statement  of  the  phonographers  employed  for  that  purpose,  in  accordance  vj 
the  views  of  the  meetings  above  mentioned. 

This  full  Report  embodies  an  amount  of  statistics  and  other  facts,  with  expositions  of  Canal  and  Railway  C 
rations,  which  make  it  well  worthy  of  preservation  for  reference,  in  connection  with  present  controversies,  and  v 
the  future  policy  of  the  State  concerning  the  Commercial,  Agricultural,  and  Manufacturing  Interests  of  the  wl 
community. 

As  the  Rochester  Convention  reiterated  the  doctrines  of  the  Syracuse  Convention  on  the  same  subjects, ! 
Address  of  the  latter  body  is  included  as  an  Appendix  in  this  pamphlet. 

The  Addresses  of  the  Syracuse  an<l  Rochester  Conventions— the  first,  written  by  Dr.  S.  B.  Hunt,  of  Buffalo, 
the  latter  by  Ansel  Bascom,  Esq.,  of  Seneca  Falls.— with  the  letters  of  Gov.  Hunt,  Gov.  Bouck,  the  Hon.  Sam 
B.  Ruggles.  and  other  matters,  such  as  the  speech  of  Gen.  Adams,  and  the  statements  of  Messrs.  James  L.  Bar1 
Geo.  R.  Babcock,  and  Carlos  Cobb,  of  Buffalo,  should  be  wide  y circulated  and  carefully  considered ; as  sho 
also,  the  speeches  of  Ex-speaker  Alvord  and  Ex-speaker  Littlejohn,  and  of  Mr.  Crocker,  of  Oswego,  and 
Hovey,  of  Syracuse,  in  the  Utica  Convention,  concerning  the  abuses  of  the  Railway  System,  and  the  policy  of 
Canal  Enlargement,  and  concerning  also  particularly  a Pro-Rata  Law , for  correcting  the  enormous  evils  resulfl 
from  that  ‘‘pernicious  discriminating  Railway  policy”  whereby  the  people  of  this  State  are  victimized  in  “ the  Rf 
road  Conspiracy , (as  the  New.  York  Times  calls  it),  for  discrediting  the  Canals  and  diminishing  their  Revenues,  v 
a view  of  bringing  them  under  the  hammer.” 

The  Address  from  the  undersigned,  included  in  this  pamphlet,  briefly  indicates  the  general  view’s  which  promR 
the  New  York  Meetings  to  send  Delegates  to  the  Rochester  and  Utica  Conventions,  and  which  now  stimulate 
Clinton  League  to  continued  effort  for  ‘promoting  the  completion  of  the  Canal  System.” 

The  foregoing  matters  have  been  printed  in  compact  form,  for  general  circulation — as  presenting  briefly 
essential  points  in  discussion. 

A few  extracts  from  leading  newspapers  have  been  added — from  the  Herald,  Times , and  Tribune — indicad 
the  effect  produced  by  the  movements  connected  with  the  objects  for  which  the  Rochester  State  Convention 
assembled.  Attention  is  specially  invited  to  these  editorials.  The  necessity  for  that  Convention,  and  its  imports 
in  arousing  ALL  PARTIES,  are  briefly  and  forcibly  exemplified  in  the  editorial  remarks  quoted  in  this  conned 
from  those  influential  journals.  (Tide  pages  3,  4,  and  5 ) 


ot' 

„ - i appointed  Delegaies  to  the  Rochester  and  U 

Conventions,  included  men  who  wrote  and  sustained  the  first  memorials  arid  resolutions  in  the  original  movement' 

jCommerc 
raneact  a lai 

‘great  Railroad  Companies”  of  the  United  St: 

put  together.  (Vide  Proceedings  of  Clinton  League,  page  5.) 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  views  of  the  Clinton  League — about  questions  to  candidates — for  a Pro-Rata  Law, 
against  reimposing  Tolls  on  railroad  freight, — and  also  against  separate  partisan  organization  or  expression  of  pre 
cestor  candidates— have  met  with  general  approval.  The  proceedings  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  the  « 
afti'r  the  State  Convention  at  Utica,  are  particularly  worthy  of  notice  on  these  points.  (Vide  pages  5 and  6 ) 

Inaccuracies  of  newspaper  telegraph  reports,  published  in  the  dailv  papers  nearly  everywhere  in  the  State,  wil 
noticed  on  comparison  of  those  telegrams  with  the  Report  published  by  the  Editor  of  the  Utica  Morning  Herald 
well  as  with  the  Report  ot  the  phonographers  published  in  this  pamphlet.  One  onl/y  of  these  inaccuracies  wil 
here  mentioned,  and  this  pariicularly  concerns  an  important  subject  on  which  the  New  York  delegates  were  speci 
instructed,  namely,  against  separate  partisan  organization  upon  the  Canal  quesion.  The  Associated  Press 
ports  m this  City  and  throughout  the  State,  (as  far  as  we  have  seen),  state  that  resolutions  “ providing.”  among  ot 
things,  ■ for  committees  to  conduct  the  Legislative  elections , were  adopted.”  rl  his  is  utterly  incorrect.  No  e 
ri  If ™ an^-  n.°  su°k  committee  was  apppointed  bv  the  Convention.  On  the  contrary,  the  opinion  of 


rp  •'  ■ ' " ' i[ucsui'in  piojjuuuuru  tu  me  eniiuiuaies  ui  an  parties. 

1 he  Replies  of  Candidates  are  printed  in  the  order  of  reception  by  us.  All  answered  who  were  questior 
I he  replies  were  printed  in  the  order  of  reception,  and  furnished  in  the  .same  order  to  editors  and  reporters  i 
desired  copies.  The  last  of  these  replies  was  not  received  till  the  11th  October:  and  this  Report,  including  all 
correspondence  with  candidates  for  State  Offices,  is  printed  on  the  following  day  (12th  October).  All 

replies  wre  fa/cor  able  to  the  xiews  expressed  by  the  Clinton  League , as  presented  in  the  questions,  and  appro 
Sr- , • e?U^'Ve  Committee  of  the  State  Conventions  of  the  Friends  of  the  Canal  System.  (Vide  pages  5,  6,  7,  < 

\V  uh  this  statement  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  no  delegate  or  member  of  this  League  had  any  concert 
telegraphing  the  reply  of  any  one  candidate  (to  the  exclusion  of  others)  to  newspapers  throughout  the  State. 

+•  ■>  . recent  declarations  of  the  several  political  State  Conventions— the  avowais  of  candidates  nominated  b] 
parties  tor  State  Oflices.  in  reply  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  by  this  Association — indicate  that  the  Mor 
i?AK^mN-iSa  avY?  Vt1tNT0N-S'EAlGIJE  can  exerted  more  powerfully  in  appealing  to  the  GOOD  SENSE  OF  h 
I ARTIES  AND  ALL  CANDIDATES,  than  in  separate  partisan  organization. 

As  several  members  of  the  Delegation  appointed  in  New  York  were  unable  to  attend  the  Conventions, 
proper  to  add  that,  “the  names  of  the  Delegates  were  all  used  authoritatively;  and  that,  if  not  present  in  person 
were  there  in  spirit,  as  stated  by  one  of  the  Delegates  in  the  Convention.  The  extent  to  which  that  spirit  was  m 
tested  may  be  inferred  from  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  the  chief  of  the  Delegation,  whose  abst 
trom  the  Conventions  caused  him  to  transmit  a letter  to  his  colleagues ; which  letter  was  read  to  the  Rochester  < 

ventiojL  and  was  received  with  great  applause,  and  ordered  to  be  published,  as  it  is  herewith  published. 

...  1 . , ,s  statement,  submitting  a full  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conventions,  the  undersigned  take 

liperty  to  inclose  copies  of  this  pamphlet  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  participated  in  the  New  York  meetings,  and  e 
cially  to  those  who  were  appointed  Delegates  to  the  Conventions — to  whom  the  undersigned  will  furnish  docum 
for  circulation,  whenever  required.  (The  names  of  the  New  York  delegates  to  Rochester  and  Utica  Conventions 
printed  on  page  12.)  Respectfully  submitted, 


HENRY  O'RIELLY,  Chairman, 

HUGH  ALLEN,  Secretary,  of  Clinton  League, 


EDITORIAL  OPINIONS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 

PNCERNING-  THE  DIFFICULTIES  AND  DANGERS  BESETTING  THE  STATE 

CANAL  SYSTEM, 

D SHOWING  THE  NECESSITY  AND  SUCCESS  OF  THE  STATE  CONVENTIONS  ON  THOSE 
IMPORTANT  SUBJECTS  (AS  STATED  IN  THE  FOREGOING  PREFACE). 


As  it  is  sometimes  asserted  that  the  City  of 
?w  York  manifested  indifference  about  the 
inner  in  which  Canals  and  Railroads  may  be 
ntrolled,  so  long  as  the  management  or  mis- 
anagement  does  not  divert  trade  from  their 
nnmercial  Metropolis,  some  extracts  from 
stinguished  Journals  of  that  city  may  be 
ioted  here — indicating,  as  those  extracts  do, 
at,  whatever  may  be  the  apathy  or  hostility 
nong  some  of  the  citizens,  from  whom  better 
ight  be  expected  on  the  important  questions 
volved  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Rochester 
ate  Convention,  several  of  the  most  prom- 
ent  Journals  have  taken  grounds  the  most 
soisive  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  People 
this  State  against  the  aggressions  and  “ con- 
iracies”  by  which  the  Canal  System  and 
iblic  interests  are  assailed. 

The  New  York  HERALD,  of  the  31st  Au- 
ist,  in  publishing  the  address  of  the  meeting 
“Friends  of  the  Canal  System  in  the  City  of 
2w  York,”  indicated  its  sense  of  the  danger 
which  the  Public  Works  are  exposed,  in  the 
llowing  brief  but  emphatic  manner : 

; A convention  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York  is 
be  held  at  Rochester  to-morrow  and  next  day  to  devise 
asures  to  rescue  the  canals  from  the  ruin  with  which 
ty  are  threatened.  The  objects  of  the  proposed  meet- 
C are  fully  set  forth  in  an  article  published  on  the  first 
*e  of  to-day’s  Herald,  to  which  is  appended  a list  of  the 
pies  of  the  delegates  from  this  city  to  the  convention.” 

While  devoting  five  or  six  columns  to  the 
iblication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Rochester 
ate  Convention,  in  its  issue  of  the  3d  of  Sep- 
mber,  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Daily 
MES  gave  utterance  to  his  opinions  in  a 
inner  that  is  meeting  wide-spread  response 
roughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  State, 
the  following  article  : 

(From  the  New  York  Daily  Times,  Sept.  3d.) 

THE  CANAL  CONVENTION. 

The  Railroad  interest  has  blundered  a premature 
irge  upon  the  Canals.  Mr.  Brockway’s  paper,  pro- 
uncing  the  Canals  too  slow  for  i his  fast  age,  and  the 
ole  system  a broken-backed  concern,  which  has  seen 
best  days,  was  published  a month  too  early.  It  has  j 
ealed  tho  carefully-concealed  truth  that  a combination 
sts  deliberately  to  break  down  the^e  great  public 
rks,  upon  which  the  State  has  spent  forty  years  of 
or,  just  at  the  time  when  their  enlargement  is  substan-  : 
ly  completed,  and  to  discredit  them  for  the  sake  of 
finishing  their  revenues,  with  a view  at  last  of  bring- 
; them  under  the  hammer.  It  is  true,  our  present 
nstitution  expressly  prohibits  the  sale  of  the  Canals ; 

: six  years  hence  we  shall  bol  l another  Constitutional 
iventioD,  and  by  that  time  a studiously  illiberal  policy 
y have  swelled  ibeir  debt  into  proportions  so  absolute-  : 
|odious,  that  any  disposition  of  them  whatever  will 
m a relief;  or  should  public  sentiment  be  sufficiently  i 
banched  before  I860,  there  is  a short  cut,  well  known 
politicians,  for  the  avoidance  of  the  Constitutional  dis-  ; 
[lity. 

[fortunate,  then,  for  the  State  was  this  premature  publi- 
iion  of  the  Railroad  conspiracy.  The  announcement 
lies  the  friends  of  the  Canals  at  an  auspicious  moment.  1 
Id  the  alarm  been  given  a week  later,  the  political  con- 
ntions  might  have  ignored  the  whole  question,  and  at  j 
st  a year  would  have  been  lost.  But  now  this  is  im-  1 
Bsible.  The  Canal  Convention  which  opened  its  sessions  j 
Rochester  on  Thursday,  found  itself  unexpectedly  a I 


centre  of  attraction.  A matter  which  seemed,  when  the 
call  was  issued,  to  be  more  important  than  interesting, 
suddenly  appeared  invested  with  popular  attention.  The 
Convention  anticipated  a heavy  preliminary  labor — the 
task  of  convincing  the  people  that  the  Canals  really  have 
mortal  enemies,  and  that  intending  buyers  are  busy 
cheapening  their  value  for  the  sake  of  securing  them  at  a 
low  figure.  But  that  weary  work  was  spared  them. 
The  foe  unmasked  himself  in  time,  and  left  them  all  their 
leisure  for  preparing  his  defeat.  This,  however,  is  no 
holiday  undertaking. 

The  Canals  of  the  State,  though  within  twenty-three 
years  they  have  brought  into  the  Treasury  $39,709,048  of 
net  profits,  have  still  aYlebt  to  their  account  of  $27, 00", 000. 
Their  surplus  revenues  have  been  diverted  to  all  manner 
of  objects  except  to  the  extinguishment  of  their  debt. 
The  expense  of  collection,  superintendence  and  ordinary 
repairs  in  185S  was  less  than  double  the  expense  for  those 
purposes  in  1S37,  although  the  liabilities  to  damage  were 
more  than  double.  To  maintain  their  position  as  the 
chief  carrier  between  the  lakes  and  the  seaboard  against 
powerful  competition,  tolls  on  the  Canals  have  been 
forced  down  faster  than  their  revenues  would  warrant. 
Tho  money  lost  to  their  income,  however,  was  not  wasted 
upoD  a Company,  but  saved  to  the  people,  taxed  just  so 
much  the  more  lightly. 

In  November  next  the  administration  of  the  public 
works  for  the  next  two  years  will  be  determined  at  the 
polls.  It  was  clearly  the  business  of  this  Convention  to 
doall  in  its  power  to  prevent  it  from  being  given  to  men 
who  have  no  faith  in  Canals,  or  worse  yet,  to  officers  who 
have  a direct  interest  in  making  their  returns  show  as 
badly  as  possible. 

How  widely  the  Convention  has  performed  its  delicate 
and  important  duties,  may  been  seen  by  our  reports  of  its 
proceedings.  There  were  some  speeches  made  that 
evinced  more  excitement  than  reason,  and  some  things 
said  about  the  corruption  cheaply  wrought  by  free  passes, 
and  the  buying  and  selling  of  Legislatures,  and  tho 
motives  of  public  men,  that  were  extremely  impertinent 
to  the  cause  the  orators  had  at  heart  But  there  was  also 
a good  deal  of  sound  logic  uttered,  and  many  facts  were 
presented  that  all  men  will  be  the  wiser  for  digesting. 
The  brief,  but  sufficiently  explicit  letter  of  Ex-Governor 
Hunt,  and  the  clear,  cool  statements  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  will 
be  perused  with  special  interest  On  the  whole,  the  Con- 
vention was  sensible  and  timely  in  its  action.  It  has  put 
the  Canais  into  the  coming  canvass,  and.  unwelcome  as 
this  element  will  be  at  Syracuse,  neither  Republicans  nor 
Democrats  can  afford  to  oveilook  it.  If  either  should,  the 
Americans  can  hardly  fail  to  take  the  cue,  and  when  se- 
lecting “ the  best  men  of  all  parties,”  to  make  sure  that 
at  the  same  time  tbev  are  ‘‘sound  on  the  Canals,”  and  so 
retrieve  their  else  rather  doubtful  fortunes. 

The  New  York  TRIBUNE,  of  the  5th  Sept., 
publishes  an  important  portion  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Rochester  State  Convention,  (the 
letters  of  Gov.  Hunt  and  Mr.  Ruggles,)  with 
the  following  argumentative  editorial  article 
concerning  some  of  the  leading  questions  in- 
volved in  the  controversy  concerning  our  State 
Canal  System  and  the  efforts  of  certain  Rail- 
way speculators  to  buy  the  Canals  and  unite 
them  with  the  Railways  in  one  great  monopoly  : 

[From  the  New  York  Tribune,  Sept.  5th.] 

TIIE  CANAL  QUESTION. 

Half  a century  ago,  when  the  future  greatness  of  the 
West  had  grown  from  prediction  to  certainty,  but  before 
a single  threa  I of  that  gigantic  cobweb  of  iron  which 
now  covers  ir,  had  been  spun,  the  Mississippi  was  looked 
upon  as  ihe  natural  and  the  only  highway  by  which  her 
products  could  reach  ihe  markets  of  the  world.  Her  port 
was  to  be  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  not  upon  the  At- 
lantic, and  the  carrying  trade  between  the  West  and  the 
East  was  to  be,  not  by  land,  but  by  sea.  But  in  due  sea- 
son a channel  whs  opened  which  was  to  tap  that  fertile 
region,  and  make  an  outlet  for  the  mighty  internal  com- 
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merce,  which  has  since  exceeded  all  that  the  most  enthu- 
siastic prophets  of  those  early  days,  predicted  of  the 
coming  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  ridicule  and  op- 
position encountered  by  the  original  projectors  of  the 
Canal  by  which  the  Atlantic  and  'the  Lakes  were  to  be 
united,  and  the  universal  enthusiasm  that  at  length  hailed 
their  success,  together  make  a lesson  which  it  is  well  not 
to  forget.  It  is  not  merely  that  the  work  was  gigantic, 
and  that  the  idea  and  the  courage  and  power  whicli  made 
it  a reality,  were  great;  but  that  the  results  which  have 
grown  from  it  have  done  so  much  to  create  an  empire 
in  a shorter  space  of  time  than  empire  ever  grew  before. 
He  is  a fool,  says  the  proverb,  who  curses  the  bridge  that 
carried  him  over.  He  certainly  is  a greater  fool  who 
curses  the  bridge  which  he  has  not  yet  done  with.  The 
current  which,  it  once  was  thought,  could  And  no  outlet 
except  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  was  turned  eastward  by  the 
Erie  Canal.  The  bed  of  that  channel  is  not  yet  dry.  The 
iron  ways,  taking  the  same  direction,  and  competing  with 
it  for  the  trade  which  it,  in  so  large  measure,  created, 
have  not  drained  it  of  that  traffic,  and,  if  the  people  are 
wise,  will  never  be  permitted  to  do  so,  at  least  by  any 
other  than  natural  and  inevitable  causes.  If  the  time 
shall  ever  come  when  the  Erie  Canal,  finished  and  out  of 
debt,  shall,  in  a fair  competition  with  other  highways,  be- 
come a stagnant  ditch,  useless  for  service,  a burden  to  the 
State,  and  a clog  upon  commerce,  then  will  it  be  time 
enough  to  consider  how  it  best  can  be  got  rid  of — whether 
it  shall  be  made  an  adjunct  to  some  private  enterprise,  or 
filled  in  and  covered  up  like  any  other  costly  nuisance. 
But  we  have  not  yet  reached  that  period  in  its  history. 
The  commerce  of  ancient  Egypt  moved  through  her 
canals;  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  civilization,  down 
through  the  middle  ages,  to  the  present  moment  in  Eng- 
land, where  trade  has  reached  its  fullest  and  broadest  de- 
velopment, these  artificial  rivers  have  been  and  are  valued 
as  indispensable  to  successful  traffic.  Our  civilization  and 
our  commerce  have  not  yet  passed  that  point.  We  may 
take  it  for  granted  that  these  works,  which,  like  ships, 
have  been  used  almost  from  the  time  when  trade  began 
to  be  something  more  than  a mere  barter  between  neigh- 
bors for  the  necessaries  of  life,  have  still  a recognized 
value,  and  that  the  canals  of  our  own  State  are  not  yet  al- 
together useless. 

There  would  seem  to  be  nothing  very  extravagant  in 
this  assertion,  and  yet  there  is  a class  of  persons  among 
us,  who,  if  they  have  au  honest  purpose  in  the  position 
they  assume  in  regard  to  our  Canals,  would  persuade  us 
that  we  have  already  outgrown  the  necessity  of  such  a 
method  of  communication,  and  that  this  great  work  of 
internal  improvement  has  become  useless,  even  before  it 
is  finished,  it  is  desirable,  therefore,  they  assert,  that  the 
8tate  should  be  rid  of  it,  and  the  people  relieved  of  what 
has  grown  to  be  merely  an  excuse  for  increased  taxation. 
Such  persons  might  possibly  persuade  us  to  believe  that 
taey  mean  what  they  say,  if  they  proposed  to  destroy 
rather  than  to  purchase  this  State  work.  Possibly  in 
that  case  we  should  doubt  their  intelligence ; but  they 
compel  us  to  choose  between  a faith  in  that,  and  a belief 
in  their  honesty.  It  pains  us  to  say,  that,  as  at  present 
advised,  we  have  no  doubt  of  their  shrewdness. 

It  is  proposed  to  sell  the  canals.  A sale,  even  of  the 
internal  improvements  of  the  State,  is  not  necessarily  ob- 
jectionable, but  it  happens,  in  this  case,  unfortunately, 
that  the  proposition  to  sell  comes  from  those,  or  the 
friends  of  those,  who  propose  also  to  buy.  “ It  is’  naught 
it  is  naught,  saith  the  buyer:  but  when  he  is  gone°his 
wav,  then  he  boasteth.”  The  canals  are  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the  State,  not  because  they 
are  useless,  but  for  precisely  the  opposite  reason ; their 
usefulne.-s  interferes  with  the  profits  of  other  vested  in- 
terests in  the  hands  of  individuals.  The  argument— not 
indeed,  the  one  which  is  presented  to  the  public,  but  that 
which  is  get  forth  in  very  clear  terms  in  the  minds  of 
gentlemen,  and,  possibly,  also  among  themselves  in  their 
mouths— may  be  stated  in  the  syllogistic  form,  somewhat 
in  this  way  : The  trade  of  the  State  needs  and  seeks  the 
cheapest  method  of  transportation : such  method  of  trans- 
portation is  afforded  by  the  canals ; therefore  the  canals 
are  indispensable  to  the  trade  of  the  State.  Secondly 
the  carriers  of  the  traffic  of  and  through  this  State  must 
receive  large  returns;  the  canals  are  the  chief  carriers; 
therefore,  the  canals  must  reap  large  returns.  Thirdly : 
whoever  owns  both  the  canals  and  railroads  of  this  State 
will  have  a monopoly  of  this  immense  traffic:  we  have 
the  railroads,  and  only  need  to  buythe  canals : therefore 
the  canals  must  be  sold,  as  they  are  an  insurmountable 
obstacle  to  our  prosperity. 


It  is  not  impossible  that  the  reader  may  see  a fit 
the  logic  of  this  last  statement,  satisfactory  as  it  is  t 
advocates  of  the  sale  of  this  property  of  the  State, 
tainly  the  question  may  be  differently  stated,  as 
Toe  prosperity  of  the  State  depends,  to  a certain  d( 
upon  its  traffic ; its  traffic  must,  in  a large  measm 
carried  on  through  its  canals,  which  belong  to  the  pe 
the  people  therefore  will  directly,  as  well  as  indiri  ■ 
enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  own  prosperity.  Secondly  ! 
monopolies  are  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  people  : 
throw  into  the  same  hands,  both  the  Railroads  and  C 
of  the  State  would  be  to  give  to  private  Individual  sc 
monopoly  of  all  its  internal  transportation,  and  the  p c 
greatly  to  oppress  the  people;  it  is  wise  and  best,  t 
fore,  to  avoid  the  creation  of  such  a monopoly,  by  1 : 
ing  the  Canals  in  the  possession  of  the  State,  and  e 
the  control  of  the  people  themselves.  We  think  l|  w 
propositions  will  hardly  fail  to  receive  the  assent  < * 
reasonable  men. 

We  desire,  for  onr  part,  to  see  this  controversy  red;  « 
to  its  simplest  terms.  The  cost  of  the  property  in  < IT 
tion  to  the  State  is  little  less  than  $55,000,000.  The  fc 
of  the  enlargement  alone  has  been  about  $30,000,000.  Id 
that  will  not  be  complete  without  an  expenditure  of  r. 
sibly  $2,0011,000  more.  It  is  simply  absurd  to  ente 
the  idea  of  the  virtual  abandonment  of  so  limner;  ‘3 
work,  made  at  so  immense  a cost,  because  in  its  ini1  i 
pie te  condition,  and  in  a ruinous  competition  with 
roads,  permitted  by  the  State,  and  instituted  by  rail  «i 
directors,  for  the  express  purpose  of  breaking  dowi  a 
credit  of  the  canals,  the  investment  has  not  been  rem  - 
rative  to  the  State.  A private  individual,  who  sh  [I 
conduct  his  business  on  such  principles,  would  be  i 
sidered  by  his  friends  as  a fit  subject  of  a writ  deluru  *' 
inquirendo.  We  cannot,  unfortunately,  put  the  Sta'  it 
an  insane  asylum ; but  it  would  deserve  to  be  pi 
under  guardianship  for  the  rest  of  its  natural  life,  * 
should  show  itself  so  incapable  of  managing  its  vestei 
terests,  and  should  part  with  its  great  works  of  inte 
improvement  to  private  individuals,  to  be  used  by  t 
for  their  own  aggrandizement,  and  to  the  detriment  o. 
people. 

We  insist  upon  it,  that  past  mismanagement,  or  pre 
debt  or  immediate  difficulties  in  raising  money,  are 
necess  ary  elements  in  the  discussion  of  this  questio 
the  sale  of  the  Canals.  That  question  should  be  consi 
ed  on  its  own  merits.  Even  if  we  granted — which  w 
not  for  a moment— that  the  Canals  are  likely  to  pro' 
bad  property,  we  contend  that  the  worst  possible  tl 
we  could  do  with  them  would  be  to  part  with  them,  w 
an  absolute  and  demonstrable  certainty  exists  that  I il 
would  be  used  as  a mighty  instrument  for  the  polil 
and  pecuniary  oppression  of  the  people  at  large. 


•‘DO  THE  CANALS  TAX  THE  TREASURE 

The  New  York  Daily  Times  furnishes  $ 
following  reply  to  the  above  inquiry:  A 
inasmuch  as  the  Editor  (Ex-Lieutenant  Gov 
nor  Raymond)  was  connected  with  the  Ca 
Board,  the  readers  can  judge  whether  i 
facilities  for  information  were  suclras  to  qual 
him  for  authority  on  the  subject: — 

(From  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Times,  Sept.  7.) 

DO  THE  CANALS  TAX  THE  TREASURY? 

Persistent  and  apparently  concerted  efforts  are  n 
making  all  over  the  State  to  convince  the  people  the  • 
nals  of  New  York  are  a dead  weight  upon  the  Treasi 
and  that  their  retention  by  the  commonwealth  will  1 
volve  the  necessity  of  direct  taxation  for  their  supp> 
A more  unfounded  absurdity  was  never  put  forth  b: 
knot  of  financial  conspirators  bent  upon  hoodwinking  j 
public  mind.  It  is  not  at  all  surprising,  of  course,  thi 
party  earnestly  desiring  to  purchase  the  Canals  sho 
strenuously  strive  to  cheapen  them.  The  oppositior 
the  Canals  is  purely  a matter  of  trade,  and  must  be 
pected  to  be  managed  on  the  principles  which  have  g 
erned  the  practice  of  chapmen  and  traffickers  and  pedb 
time  out  of  mind.  But  it  is  proper  that  the  lamenta 
outcries  of  these  enthusiastic  hucksters  sh  mid  not  be  6 
fered  to  so  deafen  the  general  ear,  and  stun  the  gene 
mind,  as  to  drive  the  State  into  parting  foolishly  witl 
great  possession,  and  surrendering  the  future  of  our  int 
nal  commerce  into  the  control  of  an  enterprising  cliq 
of  adventurers. 
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The  Anti-Canal  essayists,  if  it  be  proper  to  bestow  so 
unified  a title  upon  the  touters  of  a speculating  com- 
iy,  assure  us  with  wonderful  confidence  that  the  Ca- 
s,  when  fully  enlarged,  will  have  debt  of  forty  millions 
dollars. 

it,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  we  concede  the  accuracy 
this  estimate,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  State 
i.l  hold  the  full  worth  of  its  money  in  these  completed 
trks. 

Jot  the  last  seven  years,  from  the  year  1852  to  1858, 
|;h  inclusive,  the  Canals  of  New  York  have  been  forced 
lencounter  a railway  rivalry,  conducted  in  the  most  un- 
ncipled  manner,  and  inflamed  with  the  extremest  fa- 
oicism  of  competition.  The  property  of  railway  share- 
fders  in  such  lines  as  the  New  York  Central  and  the 
ie,  and  especially  in  the  New  York  Central,  has  been 
•own  away  by  the  Railway  Directors,  with  an  utter 
regard  of  all  sound  commercial  economy,  in  the  effort 
crush  the  Canals  into  a kind  of  atrophy,  which  might 
ult  in  making  them  odious  to  the  State,  and  so  transfer 
•m  eventually  at  a vile  price  to  the  managers  of  this 
hly  creditable  scheme.  Yet  what  have  been  the  fruits 
these  seven  lean  years  of  sore  conflict  and  confusion.  ? 
n the  first  place,  this— that,  notwithstanding  a singu- 
succession  of  unfavorable  seasons,  and  the  perturba- 
ns  caused  by  repeated  reductions  of  the  Canal  tariff, 

» gross  aggregate  receipt  of  tolls  amounted  to  $18,800,- 
>.  Now,  deduct  from  this  total  the  necessary  cost  of 
jerintendence  and  repairs,  which  on  a completed  canal 
3d  never  exceed  half  a million,  or  let  us  say,  $600,000 
•annum,  and  we  have  a net  surplus  accumulated  in 
>se  seven  years  of  $14,606,238— more  than  enough  to 
7 interest  at  five  per  cent,  on  that  entire  forty-million 
Dt,  which  is  held  up  as  so  dreadful  a bug-bear  by  the 
priotic  and  exceedingly  disinterested  persons  who  pine 
relieve  the  State  of  such  an  intolerable  incubus  as  they 
>rescnt  the  Canals  to  be.  In  the  second  place,  this — 
iich  neither  Mr.  Brockway,  in  his  Magazine  article,  nor 
3 Albany  A Has  and  Argus , in  its  “ anti-tax  ” editorials, 


has  thought  proper  to  mention;  that  the  State,  at  this 
moment,  actually  owes  to  the  Canal  Fund  the  sum  of 
$S.022.018  borrowed  money,  which,  with  the  interest 
thereon,  amounts  to  fifteen  millions  (or  thereabouts)  of 
dollars.  This  money  was  borrowed  of  the  Canal  Fund  at 
different  times,  since  1835,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  1836,  the  second  section  of  which  act  solemnly 
pledges  the  faith  of  the  State  to  repay  the  same  whenever 
the  canal  fund  shall  need  it.  Here  is  a valid  and  subsist- 
ing claim  of  the  Canals  against  the  Treasury ; and  if  the 
State  will  only  refund  what  it  has  thus  borrowed  on  call, 
there  need  be  no  more  trouble  about  completing  the  en- 
largement, or  about  a forty-million  debt.  Does  any  one 
inquire  what  the  State  has  done  with  this  money  ? About 
one  half  of  it  ($4,137,602)  went  into  what  is  called  the 
General  Fund—  that  is  to  say,  was  used  from  year  to  year 
in  defraying  the  current  expenses  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment, while  the  other  moiety  (3,854,416)  was  expended 
on  account  of  the  General  Fund  Debt,  which  means  the 
miscellaneous  indebtedness  of  the  Treasury,  and  includes 
three  millions  of  dollars  sunk  in  the  New  York  and 
Erie  Railroad. 

The  truth  is  that  the  Canals,  instead  of  being  burden- 
some and  unproductive,  are  actually  at  this  moment  bet- 
ter property  than  any  railway  in  the  State. 

The  Canals  have  not  been  damaged  in  the  public  esti- 
mation by  notorious  mismanagement  The  place  which 
they  fill  in  our  system  of  internal  communications  is  one 
which  no  railway  can  supply,  and  in  which  they  are  not 
likely  to  meet  the  competition  of  new  Canals.  Nobody 
dreams  of  abolishing  them.  Were  the  State  to  be  dra- 
gooned into  selling  them  to-morrow,  we  should  have  the 
same  men  gambling  in  their  stock,  before  a month  was 
past,  who  now  make  the  vast  properties  of  the  railways 
the  sport  of  their  speculations ; and  all  that  is  required  to 
make  the  public  sentiment  of  the  Commonwealth  thor- 
oughly alive  to  their  importance  is  to  set  the  facts  of  their 
history  clearly  and  honestly  forth. 


VIEWS  OF  THE  CLINTON  LEAGUE, 

1PRESSED  AT  A MEETING  PRIOR  TO  THE  STATE  CONVENTION  AT  UTICA:  And  as  shown  in  the 

Questions  to  Candidates  of  all  parties , and  in  the  movement  for  a Pro-Rata  Bill,  but  against  Tolling  Rail- 
roads and  against  separate  partisan  organization. 

At  a meeting  of  the  “Clinton  League,”  held  at  the  Transportation  Building,  No.  100  Broad  street,  New 
rk,  on  the  24th  September,  1859,  copies  of  the  various  publications  issued  during  the  month  were  submitted  for 
Hsideration,  and  approved. 

Alter  full  considera'ion  of  the  subjects  involved  in  the  documents,  and  especially  of  the  subjects  presented  in 
i questions  for  candidates,  which  had  been  addressed  to  the  nominees  of  all  parties  for  State  offices,  and 
er  remarks  from  Messrs.  Mallory,  Caleb,  Dane,  Clark,  White,  Eaton,  James,  Lowe,  Hovey,  Neal,  Stark,  Littlejohn, 
ynolds,  Ladd,  Rice,  Allen,  Kimball,  Collier,  and  others — representing  twenty  of  the  Transportation  Companies 
;aged  in  freighting  between  the  Atlantic  and  Interior  States — the  suggestions  touching  the  propriety  of  imtnict- 
r delegates  to  vote  in  the  Utica.  Convention  against  re-imposing  tolls  on  railroads,  and  also  against  separate 
•tisan  organization  or  the  expression  of  preferences  among  candidates,  were  unanimously  approved  ; and  the  fol- 
ving  resolutions  were  adopted  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the  meeting: — 

Resolved , That  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  the  several  nominees  of  all  parties  for  State  offices,  by  the 
airman  and  Secretary  of  this  Association,  be  accepted  arid  approved,  as  embodying  all  the  points  which  this 
ague  considers  essential  for  promoting  the  cause  at  the  present  time;  that  the  said  interrogatories,  with  all  replies 
it  may  be  received,  be  reported  to  the  State  Executive  Committee,  and  be  published  for  the  information  of  people 
all  parties,  concerning  the  views  ot  the  candidates  of  all  parties  touching  the  Canal  and  Railway  questions  now 
fore  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Resolved  also , That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  it  is  inexpedient  to  reimpose  tolls  upon  railroads, 
to  advocate  such  policy ; though,  as  a matter  of  right  and  justice,  it  is  highly  equirable  towards  the  tax-payers  of  the 
nf'  v e *re^t  passing  through  the  State  over  our  Canals  and  Railways  should  contribute  to  paying  off  the 
hbhc  Debt,  created  for  aiding  those  improvements. 

Resolved , That  the  delegates  named  by  this  Association,  who  may  attend  the  State  Convention,  at.  Utica,  on  the 
Sept.,  be  instructed  to  oppose  all  attempts  to  nominate  State  officers,  or  otherwise  to  engage  this  Association 
any  partisan  operations. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  meeting  of  this  League  be  held  when  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  can  submit  printed 
Dies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  and  the  answers  of  the  candidates  of  all  parties,  to  the  questions  pro- 
unded  on  behalf  of  this  Association. 

HENRY  O’RIELLY,  Chairman . 
HUGH  ALLEN,  Secretary. 


§to  dkmntf  pi  of  to] 


WITH  REFERENCE  TO  THE 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  MANUFACTURING  INTERESTS  OF  THE  STATE, 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH 


The  Canal  System,  the  Railway  Management,  and  our  State  Interests  Generali 


Interrogatories  to  Candidates  of  all  parties,  and  replies  of  those  Candidates,  eoneerning  Impor 

Questions  of  State  Policy. 

ACTION  OF  THE  STATE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


In  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  several  State  Con- 
ventions concerning  the  Internal  Improvements  and 
Commerce  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Executive 
Committee  met  at  Utica,  on  the  29th  September  (the  day 
following  the  Session  of  the  last  of  the  said  Conventions). 
The  committee  consists  of  Carlos  Cobb  and  George  R. 
Babcock,  of  Erie  County;  Thomas  Parsons  and  H.  L. 
Fish,  of  Monroe ; A.  H.  Hoyey  and  .3.  J.  Higby,  of 
Onondaga;  Ansel  Basoom,  of  Seneca;  B.  B.  Crocker, 
of  Oswego;  A.  E.  Culver,  of  Oneida;  and  Henry 
O’Eielly,  of  New  York. 

Among  the  business  before  tbe  Committee,  was  a 
report  from  the  “ Clinton  League,”  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  inclosing  copies  of  Interrogatories  addressed  to 
candidates  of  all  parties,  concerning  prominent  questions 
discussed  in  the  above-mentioned  State  Conventions — 
affecting  “ the  Commercial  Policy  of  New  York,  with 
reference  to  the  Agricultural  and  Manufacturing  Interests 
of  the  State,  iu  connection  with  the  Canal  System,  the 
Railway  Management,  and  our  State  Interests  generally.” 

After  full  consideration,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker,  of 
Oswego,  seconded  by  Mr.  Parsons,  of  Rochester, 

Resolved , That  the  Interrogatories  (addressed  hy 
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Messrs.  O’Eielly  and  Allen,  in  behalf  of  the  Cli 
League)  to  candidates  of  All  Parties  for  State  Oflic 
the  approaching  Election,  be  approved  and  adopte 
the  Executive  Committee;  and  that  the  replies  of  c: 
dates  of  all  parties  to  those  Interrogatories,  be  consic 
and  published  as  though  addressed  to  the  State  Con 
tion  or  to  this  Committee. 

It  was  also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hovey,  of  Ononc 
seconded  by  Mr.  Culver,  of  Oneida, 

Resolved , That  energetic  measures  be  taken  to 
mote  the  formation  of  local  corresponding  committei 
every  Assembly  District  of  the  State  of  New  York ; 
that  said  corresponding  committees  be  recommende 
circulate  documents  concerning  the  various  impoijafci 
questions  of  State  Policy  covered  by  the  resolution 
the  several  State  Conventions,  which  are  now  represe  ( 
by  this  Executive  Committee;  and  that  said  local  < r 
mittees  be  further  recommended  to  cause  interrogate  *j| 
(founded  on  the  proceedings  of  those  State  Conventi  j 
to  be  propounded  to  the  candidates  for  the  Legislatui  j i 
every  Senatorial  and  Assembly  District  in  the  Stat 
New  York.  CARLOS  COBB,  Chairma. 

A.  II.  Hovey,  Sec.  of  State  Executive  Com. 


If  lit 
(lillll 


ilw 

ill™ 

ita 

Ur 

>ii 

llil>  I 
«:< 
pt’l  ■■ 


Interrogatories  to  Candidates  of  ail  parties,  and 

Questions  of 


replies  of  those  Candidates,  concerning  Import 
State  Policy. 


art 
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Sir, — The  prominent  position  in  which  you  are  placed 
before  the  Public,  and  the  controversy  concerning  your 
views  respecting  r he  Internal  Improvements  of  the  ;*tate, 
induce  us,  in  behalf  of  meetings  of  Friends  of  the  State 
Canal  System  in  ibe  City  of  New  York,  to  request  an  ex- 
predion  of  your  opinions  on  certain  points  connected 
with  the  prominent  questions  of  State  Policy  involved  in 
the  approach i.  g Election  : 

1st.  Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in  favor  of  the  completion 
of  the  Enlargement  of  the  < ’anals.  according  to  law — so  as 
to  give  the.  r«  quired  depth  of  seven  feet  at  the  commence- 
ment of  navigation  next  spring— an  object  which  can  be 
accomplished  with  moderate  means  during  the  next  win- 
ter— which  depth  will  at  last  complete  that  great  work, 
so  as  to  permit,  the  transit  of  Canal  Steamers  between 
the  At'antic  and  the  Lakes,  with  greater  average  tonnage 
than  the  average  tonnage  (below  300  tons)  of  the  ships  and 
brigs  transacting  the  Ocean  Commerce  of  New-York 
City  when  the  Erie  Canal  was  commenced,  and  with 
seven-fold  greater  average  tonnage  than  the  average  ton- 
age  of  Canal  boats  when  the  Enlargement  was  begun — 
objects  which,  when  accomplished  (and  they  can  bo  ac- 
complbhed  during  asing'e  winter,  with  trifling  expense) 
will  verify  the  prediction  of  the  New-York  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  that  “the  completion  of  the  great  work  of 
Enlarging  the  Canals  of  our  State,  and  the  simultaneous 
introduction  of  Steam  as  the  motive  power  of  their  navi- 
gation, will  mark  an  era  of  eventful  interest  to  our  coun- 
try, but  especially  to  this  City  and  State” — which  im- 
provement of  the  Erie  Canal  “ must  of  course  put  all 
competition  at  defiance,”  says  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
^—“confirming  to  our  City,  beyond  peradyenture,  the 


supremacy  which  we  have  already  reached,  and  wl 
bids  fair  to  make  New  York  the  Commercial  Mistrefi 
the  world”— “the  supremacy  of  New  York  over  all  ot 
cities  on  this  Continent,  in  numbers,  wealth,  and 
extent  of  its  commerce ” dating  “from  the  opening 
this  work  (the  Erie  Canal),  which  turned  the  comme 
of  the  Interior  from  its  natural  channels  having  theiro 
lets  far  distant  from  us,  into  our  capacious  and  mage 
cent  harbor” — the  advantages  which  Railways  give 
other  cities  lying  nearer  the  western  waters,  “we  < 
only  overcome  (says  the  Chamber  of  Commerce)  b yfc 
ing  hack  upon  the  Erie  Canal ; and.  by  enlarging 
capacity  and  cheapening  the  means  of  transportatl 
ov^r  it.  rendering  it  as  much  superior  to  any  of\ 


: 
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competing  routes  constructed  to  divert  its  trade,  er/n 
was  originally  superior  to  the  ordinary  highway  ’ 1 
but  “the  deepening  of  the  water  must  be  completed  ] 
the  full  extent  of  what  has  for  years  been  proposed,  M 
fore  we  can  reap  the  full  benefit  of  the  new  agency  J 
canal  steam-navigation)  now  cnntemp'ated,”  as  t 3 
Chamber  of  Commerce  justly  remarks,  when  diredi  j 
the  preparation  of  a “ memorial  to  the  Legislature,  urgi  ’ 
the  importance  of  completing , at  as  early  a day  as  post 
ble.  the  enlargement  of  the  Canals  of  this  State  ?’* 

2d.  Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in  favor  of  selling  or  let  J 
ing  the  Canals  of  this  State— converting  them  from  pub  1 
highways  into  private  monopolies? 

3d.  Are  you,  or  are  you  nor,  in  favor  of  securing  to  tl. 
People  of  this  State  equal  rights  upon  the  Canals  at 
Railways  of  this  Stnte — hy  a law  defending  them  again 
that  pernicious  “discriminating”  Railway  policy, wher'( 
by  freight  is  now  transported  through  this  State,  betwee  ’ 
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y of  the  Hon.  LYMAN  TREMALY,  Nominee  for  re-eleetiou  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  Henry  O’Rielly  and  Hugh  Allen,  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the 
Clinton  League. 


irn  and  Eastern  States,  on  better  terms  than  the 
ctions  and  purchases  of  the  People  of  the  Interior  of 
State  are  allowed  to  pass  to  and  from  New- York 
>ver  the  Railroads  for  which  the  people  of  this  State 
ed  valuable  franchises  and  spent  millions  of  dollars? 
pernicious  influences  of  which  iniquitous  system, 
t forth  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Select 
lative  Committee  of  la4t  session  of  the  New- York 
lature,  which,  with  other  documents,  is  now  sub- 
d to  you — a system  of  disparity  and  injustice 


unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  trade  and;  commerce — 
such  as  none  of  the  most  despotic  monarchs  of  the  world 
have  ever  dared  to  inflict  upon  their  own  people. 

Your  answers  to  the  foregoing  questions  are  respect- 
fully invited— to  be  addressed  to  the  undersigned  at 
New- York  City  before  the  27th  instant,  or  on  that  day  to 
Utica.  Respectfully  yours, 

HENRY  O’RTELLY,  Ch'n. 

Sept.  23, 1S59.  HUGH  ALLEN,  Sec. 


Albany , September  2 Wi,  1859. 
ntlemen, — Your  favor,  containing  several  interrog- 
s propounded  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  Clinton 
le,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  my  sentiments 
3ting  the  Internal  Improvements  of  the  State,  has 
een  received. 

iknowledge,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  right  of  the 
>rs  to  full  information  concerning  the  political 
>ns  of  every  candidate  presented  to  them  for  their 
*rt 

:h  knowledge  is  particularly  due  to  a body  of  men 
9 views  and  purposes  are  manifested  with  the  dig- 
ability  and  calmness  which  are  exhibited  in  the 
sses  and  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Friends  of  the 
s,  which  accompany  your  communication ; and  I 
it  that  the  brief  period  of  time  intervening  between 
>ceipt  of  your  favor  and  the  time  when  an  answer 
ired,  compels  me  to  be  so  concise  in  my  reply, 
ur  first  Interrogatory  is,  “ Are  you,  or  are  you  not, 
rnr  of  the  completion  of  the  Enlargement  of  the 
is,  according  to  law,  so  as  to  give  the  required 
i of  seven  feet  at  the  commencement  of  navigation 
(Spring?” 

,ien  I accepted  the  nomination  for  Attorney-Gene- 
declared  to  the  Convention,  that  I was  in  favor  of 
institutional  prohibition  against  the  sale  of  the  Ca- 
I also,  that  I was  in  favor  of  paying  off  every  dollar 
e floating  debt  contracted  for  work  done  and  mate- 
furnished  upon  the  Enlargement;  and  in  favor  of 
Meting  the  unfinished  public  works  at  the  earliest 
ent. 

iring  the  early  part  of  my  political  life  I resided  in  a 
ty  which  was  not  directly  interested  in  the  Canals 
lis  State.  Regarding,  however,  with  pride,  the 
did  system  of  Internal  Improvements  which  had 
commenced  by  Dewitt  Clinton,  and  which  had 
■rred  honor  and  glory  upon  the  State  of  New  York, 
/e  uniformly  contributed,  to  the  extent  of  my  hum- 
ibility,  to  sustain  every  Constitutional  movement 
mg  to  perfect  and  complete  this  stupendous  and 
i system. 

»w,  that  my  present  and  permanent  future  residence 
ed  at  the  Capital  City — a city  so  vitally  interested  in 
y thing  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  Canals — it 
d indeed  be  extraordinary  if  my  attachment  to  the 
Is  had  become  weakened. 

le  People  of  this  State  have,  in  repeated  instances, 
nnly  determined  that  the  Enlarged  Canals  shall  be 
led ; and  the  friends  of  these  works  have  fondly 
d that  the  period  was  near  at  hand  when  they  should 
ewarded  for  their  arduous  efforts  to  complete  the 
Ms,  amid  trials,  obstacles,  and  embarrassments, 
small  sum  of  money  only  is  now  necessary  to  accom- 
i this  object;  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  answering 
• question  in  the  affirmative. 

our  second  question  is,  “ Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in 
r of  selling  or  leasing  the  Canals  of  this  State— con- 
ing them  from  public  highways  into  private  monop- 

y answer  to  this  inquiry  is  already  indicated, 
ne  People  of  New  York  adopted  the  present  Consti- 
>n  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  An  important 
dsion  in  this  instrument  declared  that  “ The  Legisla- 
shall  not  sell,  lease,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  of 
Canals  of  the  State;  but  they  shall  remain  the 
perty  of  the  State , and  under  its  management , 
ever.” 

mce  the  adoption  of  this  instrument,  no  event  has 
irred  which  is  calculated  to  obviate  the  necessity,  or 


demonstrate  the  inexpediency,  of  this  Constitutional 
restriction. 

Every  movement  looking  to  a sale  of  the  Canals  has 
called  forth  indignant  remonstrances  from  one  end  of  the 
State  to  the  other. 

After  years  of  patient  labor,  the  friends  of  the  Canals 
perceive  that  their  work  is  rapidly  approaching  its  com- 
pletion. Is  this  either  an  appropriate  time  or  occasion 
for  the  State  to  divest  itself  of  the  ownership  of  this  vast 
and  noble  inheritance  ? 

Is  this  the  time  to  entertain  a project  for  opening  the 
Constitution  in  order  to  place  these  Canals  in  the  hands 
of  private  individuals  or  a gigantic  association  ? 

I answer,  No  ! 

Mistakes  committed  by  the  Canal  Board  and  the  Leg- 
islature, in  regulating  the  rates  of  toll,  may  be  speedily 
corrected.  Extravagance  and  mismanagement  in  keep- 
ing them  in  repair,  may  be  guarded  against,  and  reme- 
died by  the  legislative  power.  But,  sell  the  Canals,  and 
they  are  gone  forever. 

While  every  consideration  which  induced  the  prohibi- 
tion against  their  being  sold  or  lea-ed.  still  exists  in 
full  force  and  vigor,  I answer  you,  then,  bv  saying  that 
I am  not  in  favor  of  selling  or  leasing  the  Canals  of  this 
State. 

Your  third  Interrogatory  asks  whether  I am,  or  am 
not,  in  favor  of  securing  to  the  People  of  this  State  Equal 
Rights  upon  the  Canals  and  Railways  of  th.s  State,  by  a 
law  defending  them  against  that  pernicious  discriminating 
railway  policy  whereby  freight  is  now  transported 
through  this  State,  &c;  and  I am  referred  to  a Legisla- 
tive Report  of  last  winter,  to  show  the  evils  w hich  you 
propose  to  remedy. 

On  examining  that  Report,  I find  that  it  is  alleged  that 
“the  rail-roads  having  their  western  termini  at  Lake 
“Erie  have  totally  debarred  the  people  of  those  locali- 
ties and  places  along  their  lines  from  the  use  of  those 
“railroads  for  the  transportation  of  their  property  ; while 
“the  entire  force  of  those  rail-roads  was  appropriated  to 
“ the  transport ation  of  property  delivered  them  by  asso- 
ciate or  confederate  railroads  in  other  States.  Thus, 
“during  the  fall  of  1855,  coincident  with  the  close  of  the 
“ Canals  in  November  of  that  year,  the  people  along  the 
“ western  sections  of  these  roads  were  denied  transporta- 
tion tor  their  property,  while  day  by  day  whole  vessel- 
“ loads  were  received  by  these  railroads,  and  transported, 
“ pursuant  to  arrangements  with  confederate  railroads 
“in  western  States,  and  not  until  this  property  was  dis- 
“ posed  of  (which  was  the  first  of  January,  1856)  were  the 
“people  doing  business  along  the  western  lines  of  these 
“ railroads  permitted  to  participate  in  their  use,  by  the 
“transportation  of  their  property,  and  then  only  by  pay- 
“ ing  an  advanced  rate  of  transportation  equal  to  about 
I “ one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  current  rates  when 
| “ thus  excluded.” 

Of  the  truth  of  these  complaints  I cannot  judge;  but, 
assuming  them  to  be  well-founded,  I think  these  evils 
should  be  corrected,  and,  if  need  be,  by  law.  By  the  an- 
cient common  law,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  a common 
carrier  to  receive  and  carry  all  goods  offered  for  trans- 
portation by  any  persons  whatsoever,  upon  receiving  a 
j suitable  hire.  This  duty  resulted  from  the  public  em- 
1 ployment  as  a carrier.  It  is  inconsistent  with  this  duty 
j to  retain  these  goods  an  unreasonable  length  of  time,  or 
! to  give  preference  to  the  owners  of  other  property  whose 
\ goods  are  not  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  carrier  until 
j a subsequent  period  of  time. 

It  is  also  alleged  in  the  Report,  that  the  railroads  are 
accustomed  to  transport  goods  from  Buffalo  to  New  York 
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at  less  than  the  actual  cost  of  transportation,  while  upon 
property  transported  but  a part  of  the  distance,  the 
charges  are  so  much  more  than  the  actual  cost  as  may 
be  necessary  to  compensate  the  roads  for  the  losses  sus- 
tained on  the  property  carried  the  whole  distance,  and 
make  a profit  on  the  whole;  and  that  charges  upon  way 
freight  are  based  upon  the  acknowledged  ground  that 
the  necessities  of  individuals  compel  them  to  pay  these 
charges. 

It  seems  to  me  that  such  discrimination  against  our 
own  citizens  is  unjust,  and  should  be  corrected. 

The  Rail-Roads  derive  their  corporate  existence  from 
the  People  of  this  State,  represented  in  the  Legislature. 
They  are  invested  with  the  power  of  Eminent  Domain 
by  the  People  of  this  State.  Our  citizens,  residing  nearer 
the  seaboard  than  the  citizens  of  Illinois  or  Minnesota, 
should  not  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  which  their 
location  secures  to  them. 


Although  this  subject  is  one  to  which  I have  had 
occasion  to  direct  my  attention,  and  it  is  somewhat : 
eign  from  my  professional  or  official  pursuits ; yet 
seems  to  me  that  the  discrimination  of  which  you  c( 
plain,  if  it  exists,  is  unjust  to  the  People  of  our  o 
State,  and  should  be  guarded  against  by  law. 

Not  being  the  owner  of  any  railroad  stock,  I am  i 
position  to  remind  you,  that,  while  you  are  entir 
right  in  endeavoring  to  secure  for  those  who  are  ini 
ested  in  our  Canals,  all  their  just  rights,  no  injusl 
should  be  committed  towards  that  large  class  of  our  c 
zens  who  have  invested  their  property  in  railway  enl 
prises. 

Believing  that  my  answer  covers  all  the  questions  s 
mitted  to  me,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

LYMAN  TREMAIN 


Reply  of  the  Hon.  ROBERT  DENNISTON,  Nominee  for  the  office  of  Controller  of  the  State 

New  York. 


To  Messrs.  Henry  O’Rielly,  G/i'n,  and  Hugh  Allen, Sec. 

Gentlemen, — I have  received  your  circular  in  behalf 
of  The  CliDton  League,  propounding  to  me  certain  in- 
quiries in  reference  to  “ The  Canal  System,  the  railway 
management,  and  otir  State  interests  generally.” 

The  first  question  is — “ Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in 
favor  of  the  completion  of  the  Enlargement  of  the  Canals, 
according  to  law?” 

I answer  in  the  affirmative. 

Whatever  question  there  may  have  been  as  to  the 
dimensions  of  the  enlarged  Canal,  or  the  policy  of  com- 
pleting it,  was  finally  settled  by  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1846,  and  ought  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  have 
been  again  disturbed.  The  great  work  being  now  so 
near  completion,  the  interests  of  the  State  demand  that 
it  should  he  finished  forthwith,  as  soon  as  the  money 
can  be  reasonably  obtained  for  that  purpose ; and  made 
as  efficient  as  possible  to  attain  the  great  object  of  its 
construction. 

When  a member  of  the  Legislature,  I was  dissatisfied 
with  the  construction  of  some  of  the  lateral  Canals;  but 
the  Constitution  secured  also  their  completion.  Being 
now  substantially  finished,  the  plain  duty  of  those  who 
may  have  the  official  control  of  them,  will  he  to  make 
them  as  useful  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  interests 
of  the  State,  to  all  concerned  in  their  navigation. 

The  second  question  is — “Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in 
favor  of  selling  or  leasing  the  Canals  of  this  State— con- 
verting them  from  public  highways  into  private  monop- 
olies ?” 

I answer  in  the  negative. 

When  on  the  eve  of  enjoying  the  full  advantages  of  the 
enlarged  Canals,  it  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  sell  or 
lease  them.  The  Constitution  forbids  their  sale. 

One  of  my  first  votes  was  cast  for  De  Witt  Clinton  for 
Governor.  He  was  then  straggling,  amid  many  diffi- 
culties, to  .accomplish  the  construction  of  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  Canals.  He  had  my  earnest  though  humble 
support.  I venerate  his  memory.  Those  Canals  are  the 


enduring  monuments  of  his  fame.  They  are  identif 
with  the  prosperity  and  greatness  of  the  State  of  N 
York;  and  should  the  Legislature  seriously  propose  th 
sale  or  alienation,  it  would  require  but  little  excitemi 
of  the  imagination  to  look  for  that  great  man  to  rise  fr 
the  dead  and  rebuke  the  proposition. 

The  third  question  is — “Are  you,  or  are  you  not, 
favor  of  securing  to  the  People  of  this  State  Equal  Rig 
upon  the  Canals  and  Railways  of  this  State, — by  a 1 
defending  them  against  that  pernicious  ‘ discriminatin 
Railway  policy  ?” 

I answer  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Original  Policy  on  which  the  Canal  Enlargemi 
was  based  and  the  Railway  companies  near  its  roi 
chartered,  was,  that  the  trade  and  tonnage  from  i 
Lakes  to  the  A tlantic  markets  were  to  yield  the  mon 
to  pay  the  interest  and  ultimately  discharge  i 
principal  of  the  Canal  debt.  It  appears  to  me  tl 
Policy  has  been  departed  from  ; the  Canal  revenues  ha 
been  frittered  away,  and  resort  has  been  had  to  taxati 
to  make  up  for  deficits.  This  causes  justcomplaint  amo 
the  people. 

The  duty  of  the  Legislature,  in  my  judgment,  is  to  c 
rect  the  error  into  which  they  have  fallen,  and  in  th 
wisdom  devise  some  measure  with  which  the  railr< 
companies  would  have  no  just  cause  of  dissatisfactii 
and  secure,  from  the  vast  traffic  alluded  to,  the  vi 
moderate  tribute  necessary  to  carry  out  the  origi 
policy,  and  relieve  the  people  from  taxation. 

In  reference  to  the  “ Discriminating  Railway  Policy, 
suppose  a moderately  higher  charge,  for  freight  goi 
short  distances,  over  through  freight,  would  notbe  deem  j]  i 
a just  cause  of  complaint;  but  if  said  Policy,  as  rep 
sented  to  me,  be  carried  to  an  extent  to  be  oppressive 
those  using  the  Railways,  I deem  it  a fair  subject 
legislative  correction. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  DENNISTON 


Reply  of  the  Hon.  PHILIP  DORSHEOIER,  Nominee  for  the  office  of  State  Treasurer,  to  Inquiri 

from  the  Clinton  League : 


Buffalo,  Sept.  26,  1859. 
To  Henry  O’Rielly  and  Hugh  Allen  : 

Gentlemen  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yourLetter,  asking  my  views  upon  certain 
matters  connected  with  the  “Internal  Improvements  of 
this  State.”  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  reply  to  these 
interrogatories ; which  I will  proceed  to  do,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  asked. 

First — You  ask: — “ Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in  favor  of 
the  completion  of  the  Enlargement  of  the  Canals,  accord- 
ing to  law,  so  as  to  give  the  required  depth  of  seven  feet 
at  the  commencement  of  Navigation  next  Spring? 

I answer,  that  I am  in  favor  of  so  enlarging  the  Canals 
daring  the  coming  winter. 

1 have  always  advocated  the  Canal  Enlargement  since 
that  project  was  first  broached ; and  if  elected,  I shall  feel 
a pride  in  using  my  offical  power  to  carry  that  glorious 
work  to  an  immediate  completion. 

I will  add  that  I am  in  favor  of  such  further  legislation 


as  future  experience  may  show  to  be  necessary  for  the 
commodation  of  the  commerce  upon  the  Canals,  and 
the  security  of  their  revenues. 

Second — You  ask  “ Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in  fav 

of  selling  or  leasing  the  Canals  of  this  State  ?” 

To  this  I reply,  that  I am  in  favor  of  retaining  the  Cant 
as  the  property  of  the  State ; and  unalterably  oppo-ed 
selling  or  leasing  them,  or  in  any  other  way  placing  the 
beyond  the  control  of  tho  State. 

Third — You  ask : — “ Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in  fav 
of  securing  to  the  People  of  this  State,  Equal  Riglt 
upon  the  CaDals  and  Kailways  of  this  State,  by  a law  (1 
fending  them  against  that  pernicious  discriminating  Ra 
way  policy,  whereby  freight  is  now  transported  ttirouj 
this  State,  between  Western  and  Eastern  states,  on  bett 
terms  than  the  productions  and  purchases  of  the  Peop 
of  tlie  interior  of  this  State  are  allowed  to  pass  to  ai 
from  New  York  City  over  the  Railroads?” 

Upon  this  subject,  permit  me  to  say,  that  the  policy 


nt 


IX 


Bailroads,  by  which  freight  is  transported  to  points 
ond  our  boundaries  at  lower  rates  than  to  nearer 
nts  within  oxer  boundaries,  in  my  opinion,  is  in  the 
hest  degree  unjust. 

L’he  Citizens  of  New  York  have  granted  to  the  Eailroad 
tmpanies  the  valnable  .ranchises  which  they  possess, 
[re  justice  demands  that  the  People  of  this  State  should 
□ as  much  favor  from  the  Eailroad  Companies,  as  the 
Fzen  of  Ohio  or  Illinois. 


I am,  therefore,  in  favor  of  by  law  compelling  the  Eail- 
road Companies  to  transport  freight  to  and  from  all  places 
in  this  State  at  the  same  rate  per  mile  which  they 
charge  upon  freight  going  to  p'aces  in  other  States. 

I have  answered  your  questions  directly,  and  without 
argument  supposing  that  you  wished  my  opinions,  and 
not  so  much  my  reasons  for  them. 

I remain.  Gentlemen,  vour  obedient  servant. 

PHILIP  LOKSHEIMEE. 


Reply  of  the  Hon.  WILLIAM  I.  SKINNER,  Nominee  for  the  Office  of  Canal  Commissioner  of 

the  State  of  New  York. 


Little  Falls,  Sept.  27,  1S59. 
[Messrs.  Henry  O'Eielly’  and  Hugh  Alleys, 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  “ Clinton  League 
ventlemen: — Your  circular  dated  the  22d  inst..  I re- 
ed this  morning,  too  late  to  address  an  answer  to  yon 
£ew  York,  and  barely  in  time  to  send  a brief  reply 
■on  at  Utica. 

'o  your  first  interrogatory,  I answer : I am  in  favor  of 
earliest  practicable  completion  of  the  Enlargement  of 
Canals,  and  of  giving  them  ample  depth  and  width,  to 
rd  adequate  facilities,  and  the  cheapest  transportation 
ch  science  and  improvements  in  moiive  power  can 
3 ; and  shou’d  1 he  elected  to  the  office  of  Canal  Com- 
sioner,  I shall  make  it  my  chief  study  to  so  discharge 
duties  of  that  office  as  to  employ  the  funds  appropri- 
l by  the  Legislature  with  the  greatest  economy,  to 
ire  the  increase  of  business,  and  the  facilities  of  trans- 
ng  it  upon  the  Canals. 

'o  your  second  interrogatory,  I answer,  that  I am  not 
ivor  of  selling  or  leasing  the  Canals  of  this  State, 
o your  third  interrogatory,  I answer,  that  if  elected 


to  the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  I shall  endeavor  to 
discharge  the  duties  which  the  law  imposes,  with  fidelity ; 
and  also,  on  proper  and  becoming  occasions,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Legislature  such  measures  as  will,  in  my 
judgment,  tend  to  increase  the  trade  and  prosperity  of 
this  State,  and  especially  the  city  of  Yew  York,  in  prefer- 
ence to  other  competing  cities  in  other  States,  or  Canada. 
I shall,  without  hesitation,  give  my  preference  to  the  true 
and  permanent  interests  of  the  Canals  of  this  State;  and 
at  the  same  time  shall  study,  to  the  hest  of  my  abili  y,  to 
promote  the  great  interests  identified  with  our  commer- 
cial prosperity. 

In  conclusion.  I would  say,  any  measures  that  the  wise 
and  experienced  can  suggest  to  make  the  Canals  accom- 
plish the  great  objects  so  long  promised,  of  becoming  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  State,  and  thus  diminish  our 
taxes  while  they  increase  our  prosperity,  will  have  my 
cordial  support  Yery  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv’t, 

"WM  I.  SKIYYEE. 


>ly  of  Hon.  VAN  RENSSELAER  RICHMOND,  Nominee  for  Re-election  as  Chief-Engineer  and 
SnrTeyor-General  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


Lyons,  Sept.  2T,  1S59. 

Fry  O'Eielly,  Esq.  : 

.ear  Sir, — Your  Circu’ar,  addressing  to  me  certain 
Liries.  and  post-marked  the  25th  inst.,  came  to  hand 
evening.  The  short  time  in  which  an  answer  is  re- 
ed precludes  the  idea  of  an  extended  reply.  Without 
pitulating  your  questions,  allow  me  to  say : 
t.  I am  in  favor  of  completing  the  Enlargement  of 
Canals,  “ according  to  law,’’  wicU  seven  feet  depth  of 


water,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  accomplished.  The  sooner 
the  better. 

2d.  I am  opposed  to  a sale  of  the  Canals. 

3d.  I am  in  favor  of  affording  to  the  people  of  ibis 
State  better  and  cheaper  facilities  for  transporting  their 
produce  to  market,  than  these  enjoyed  by  any  other  peo- 
ple or  any  other  Slate  in  the  Union,  and  of  whatever 
legislation  will  accomp  ish  that  object. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

YAY  E.  EICI1MOYD. 


ly  of  Hon.  SANFORD  E.  CffTRCB,  Nominee  for  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  State  of 

New  York : 


Albany,  Sept.  27, 1S59. 

Henry  O'Eielly’,  Esq,  Chairman,  and  Hugh  Allen, 
icretsry : 

Gentlemen , — Your  favor,  making  certain  inquiries 
live  to  my  views  as  to  the  best  policy  of  promoting 
nterests  of  the  Canals,  came  to  hand  too  late  to  enable 
:*>  make  any  other  than  a brief  reply, 
lave  no  personal  interest  in  either  the  Canals  or  the 
roads  of  this  State,  except  as  a citizen  of  the  State; 
am,  therefore,  in  a position  to  act  independently  and 
irtially  upon  any  question  which  m^y  call  for  my 
ial  action.  Since  I have  held  the  office  of  Comptroi- 
I have  labored  earnest  y,  and  with  such  suet  ess  as 
imbed  means  at  the  command  of  the  State,  and  the 
Iiarra-sraents  of  the  Treasury,  would  permit,  to  increase 
■capacity  of  the  Canals  for  business;  and  I am  sin- 
lily  in  favor  of  their  final  completion,  as  soon  as  means 
.1  rovided  by  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose ; and  I 
■p  supposed  this  could  be  done  so  as  to  bring  them  into 
lfvfitb  seven  feet  of  water  in  the  spring  of  1S60.  I 
It  most  cheerfully  render  all  the  assistance  in  my 
■er  to  accomplish  that  object 

1 am  opposed  to  either  a sale  or  lea«e  of  the  Canals, 
I in  favor  of  maintaining  the  Constitutional  prohibi- 
1 against  such  a disposition  of  them 
I am  decidedly  in  iavor  of  adopting  such  a policy  in 
fence  to  the  management  of  the  Canals  as  will  secure 
phem  the  greatest  amount  of  business,  and  avert  the 
I?  of  which  your  third  interrogatory  complains  As  a 
t iber  of  the  Canal  Board,  I have  favored  and  shall 
linue  to  favor  the  policy  of  guarding  the  revenues 


and  protecting  the  business  of  the  Canals  by  all  legal  and 
j ust  modes ; and  whatever  legislation  may  he  necessary  to 
defend  these  great  avenues  of  trade  and  the  commerce 
of  the  State,  against  unfair  competition  and  unjust  ag- 
gression, should  be  adopted.  The  State,  in  its  Canal 
policy,  should  be  true  to  its  own  interests,  and  faithful  to 
the  rights  and  interests  of  its  citizens;  and  certainly  the 
latter  should  not  be  placed  in  a more  unfavorable  position 
in  respect  to  the  use  of  our  own  public  works  than  the 
citzens  of  other  States.  It  is  eminently  jnst  that  the 
productions  of  other  States,  which  have  been  so  largely 
enhanced  in  value  by  the  construction  of  onr  Caoals, 
should  hear  a liberal  share  of  the  burden  of  their  cost  and 
maintenance,  and  not  stand  on  a more  favored  footing  than 
those  of  our  own  State.  Ou  the  contrary,  sound  policy 
plainly  dictates  that  the  interests  of  our  own  citizens 
should  have  the  first  and  most  favorable  consideration  in 
the  use  of  our  own  Canals  and  Eadroads.  There  should 
be  no  hesitation  in  shaping  onr  legislation  to  the  consum- 
mation of  this  poliev. 

Briefly,  hut  as  fully  as  the  time  for  answering  your 
letter  a lows,  I have  thus  indicated  my  views  concerning 
the  great  interests  to  which  you  and  those  associated  with, 
you  are  devoted.  You  have  my  sympathies  and  co-oper- 
ation in  all  just  efforts  to  complete  «nd  perfect  our  noble 
system  of  public  works,  and  render  them  in  the  highest 
degree  tributary  to  the  vast  interests  of  commerce,  and 
the  highest  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  this 
State, 

I am,  yours  very  trulv, 

S.  E.  CHUECH, 


X 


Rq>ly  of  the  Doa,  DAVID  R.  FLOYD  JOiYES, 


South  Oyster  Bay , Queens  Co.,  Sept.  80, 1859. 
To  Messrs.  He  net  O'Rielly,  Chairman,  and  Hugh 

Allen,  Secretary,  &c. 

Gentlemen, — Tour  circular  letter,  relating  to  the  Ca- 
nals, by  reason  of  being  misdirected  to  me  at  He/mp*tead, 
reached  me  by  a private  hand  only  a few  hours  before 
the  assembling  of  your  Convention,  and  quite  too  late 
to  admit  then  of  a suitable  reply. 

I now  embrace  an  eaily  opportunity  to  give  you,  very 
i efly,  my  views  in  respect  to  the  several  matters  to 
which  you  invite  my  attention. 

The  completion  of  the  “Enlargement  of  the  Canals, 
according  to  law,”  at  the  very  earliest  period  at  which 
the  necessary  means  for  the  purpose  can  be  obtained,  is 
demanded  by  considerations  of  the  highest  expediency. 
Such  a course  is  due  to  those  whose  business  requires 
their  use— it  is  due  to  the  people  of  the  whole  State,  who 
will  be  benefited  by  the  additional  revenues  which  in- 
creased facilities  will  furni>h. 

And  now,  by  the  active  and  praiseworthy  agency  of 
their  friends,  the  Canals  of  the  State  having  been  brought 
to  the  very  verge  of  completion,  and  giving  well  founded 
assurances  of  enlarged  usefulness  and  additional  profits 
to  the  people  and  the  State  I am  entirely  satisfied  that 
true  wisdom  and  sound  economy,  as  well  as  a proper  re- 
gard for  the  memory  of  their  illustrious  projector,  and 
that  of  all  their  early  friends  and  efficient  promoters — 
and,  above  all,  an  insuperable  objection  to  placing  this 
grandest  achievement  of  the  age,  in  the  hands  either  of 
individuals  or  corporations,  mortgaged  as  they  must  be 
to  secure  the  price  of  their  sale,  and  destined,  it  may  be, 
to  be  returned  to  the  State  with  their  noble  and  costly 
structures  damaged  or  dilapidated  and  their  future  use- 
fulness destroyed — all  imperatively  demand  that  the  Sixth 
Sec1  ion  of  the  Seventh  Article  of  the  Constitution,  for- 
bidding their  sale  or  other  disposition  by  the  Legislature, 
shall  be  sacredly  and  inviolably  preserved. 


Nominee  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  alike  the  true  policy  and  tb( 
of  the  Railroads  of  the  State  to  secure  to  the  p 
thereof  those  facilities  and  that  equality  in  respect  tc 
use  which  the  claiu'S  of  common  justice  so  natural! 
strongly  suggest.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that,  in 
construction,  the  lands  of  the  people  of  this  Stau 
not  those  of  any  other  State,  have  been  made  to  yf 
that  law  of  eminent  domain  which  empowers  the  t 
of  private  property  for  public  uses. 

Without  a particle  of  prejudice  against  any  oi 
Railroads  of  the  State,  and  without  the  slightest  pe 
ary  interest  in  any  of  them,  I cannot  but  believe 
somo  plan  might  be  devised,  some  authorita'ive 
taken,  whereby  to  put  an  end  to  this  conflict  bet 
the  supposed  interests  of  the  Railroads  and  the  paran 
interests  of  the  State,  in  such  a way  that,  whilst  tin 
mer  shall  not  materially  suffer,  the  latter  may  be  gt 
and  beneficially  advanced. 

I profess  not  to  have  that  experience  or  knowlec 
the  subject  in  its  details,  which  enables  me.  witl 
kind  of  confidence,  to  suggest  the  best  mode  of  relie 

The  wisdom  of  all  good  citizens  should  be  inv' 
without  doing  manifest  wrong  or  palpable  injusti 
any  other  interest,  to  save  the  Canals  from  the  late 
ous  decrease  of  their  revenues,  and  the  people  o 
State  from  protracted  and  increasing  burdens  of 
tion. 

In  any  fair  and  practicable  mode  of  remedying  the 
so  justly  complained  of,  whether  that  suggested  in 
communication  or  any  other,  it  will  give  me  plea 
either  in  a private  capacity,  or  (if  the  people  so  will 
a State  officer,  to  co-operate. 

Entertaining  these  views,  and  with  such  explana 
as  seemed  to  me  to  be  proper,  I very  cheerfully  an 
your  first  and  third  interrogatories  in  the  affirmt i j 
and  your  second  in  the  negative. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

D.  R.  FLOYD  JONES. 


Reply  of  OGDEN  N.  CHAPIN,  Esq.,  Nominee  for  the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner. 


Albany,  Sept.  2 6th,  1859. 


Gentlemen: — Your  circular  of  23d  instant,  referring  \ 
to  “The  Commercial  Policy  of  New  York,”  was  recei- 
ved this  afternoon — too  late  to  make  any  extended  re- 
ply. 

"In  the  first  place,  you  ask,  “Are  you  or  are  you  not,  j 
in  favor  of  the  completion  of  the  Enlargement  of  the  Ca- 
nals, according  to  law  ?”  &c. 

I am  in  favor  of  the  early  completion  of  the  Enlarge- 
ment of  the  Canals,  according  to  law,  and  to  the  extent 
designed  by  the  authorities  having  charge  of  the  work. 
For  "many  years  the  Forwarding  Interest  bad  looked  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  it  could  use  a finished  work,  and 
I hope  the  present  movement  of  Canal-men  will  produce 
the  result  so  long  desired. 

In  the  second  place,  you  ask,  “Are  you,  or  are  you 
not,  in  favor  of  selliDg  or  leasing  the  Canals  of  the  State?’ 


I answer,  that  I am  not  in  favor  of  selling  or  let 
the  Canals  of  this  State. 

In  the  third  place,  you  ask,  “ Are  you,  or  are  you 
in  favor  of  securing  to  the  People  of  this  State  E< 
Rights  upon  the  Canals  and  Railways  of  this  State, 
law  “ defending  them  against  that  pernicious  discrm 
ting  Railway  policy  ?”  <fcc. 

I answer,  that  I am  in  favor  of  securing  to  the  Pe 
of  this  State  Equal  Rights  upon  the  Canals  and  1 
ways  of  this  State,  and  would  favor  any  legislative 
tion  looking  to  that  end. 

For  twenty -five  years  I have  been  connected  with 
Forwarding  Interests  on  the  Canals  of  this  State; 
with  proper  protection,  I think  they  have  nocompet 
Yery  truly,  your  ob’t  servant, 

OGDEN  N.  CHAPI 
To  Messrs.  O’Rielly  and  Allen,  Chairman  and  8e 

tary  of  Clinton  League,  New  York. 


Reply  of  Hon.  CHARLES  G.  MYERS,  Nominee  for  Office  of  Attorney  General. 


Ogdenslurgh.  Oct.  2 d,  1S59. 

Heney  O’Eieli/y,  Esq , Ch’n,  &e. 

Deae  Sik—  Y our  circular  of  23d  ult.,  propounding  cer- 
tain questions  to  me  as  a nominee  of  trie  Republican  par- 
ty, and  transmitted  under  cover  to  Senator  King,  came 
to  my  hand  last  evening — too  late  to  reply  by  the  time 
requested. 

In  answer  to  those  questions,  I have  to  say — 

1st.— My  opinions  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  com- 
pletion of  tbe  Canal,  for  the  use  of  steamers,  at  the  ear- 
liest practicable  day. 

2d. — I believe  that  the  competition  of  Bail-roads, 
whether  domestic  or  foreign,  with  our  Canal,  in  the 
transportation  of  heavy  freight,  is  a source  of  constant 
loss  to  the  former—  that  increased  capacity,  speed,  and 
more  economical  propulsion  of  canal  vessels,  will  render 
such  competition  absolutely  ruinous  to  railroads,  and 


work  its  discontinuance ; and  I confidently  hope  thal 
Enlarged  Canal  will  realize  the  expectation  of  its  frii 
in  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  Canal  Debt,  and  re 
of  ample  revenue  to  the  State — and,  still  more  import 
in  confirming  our  commercial  supremacy. 

Entertaining  these  views  and  expectations,  I at 
course  opposed  to  the  alienation  of  tbe  Canals. 

3d.— To  answer  explicitly  your  third  question, 
quires  a more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  law 
trade  and  the  piactical  working  of  the  Canals  than  I 
sess.  Upon  this  point  I have  formed  no  opinion  fur 
than  this:  That  until  the  Canal  Debt  is  paid,  such  a 
tem  should  be  adopted  as  will  return  the  highest  rev< 
to  the  State  consistent  with  tbe  due  fostering  of  our 
meslic  commerce,  and  the  prosperity  ofits  citizens. 

I air\  Sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob'ts’vt, 
CHAS.  G.  MYER 


y of  the  Hon.  Orville  W.  Storey,  Nominee  for  the  office  of  Surveyor-General  and 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  State  of  New-York. 


Belfast,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  15th,  1859. 
enet  O’Eielly,  Chairman, 
ad  Hxtcn  Allen,  Secretary. 

ltlemen— I received  your  circular,  relating  to  the 
amercial  Policy  of  New-York.”  on  the  evening  of 
th  ult. — the  day  on  which  you  desired  an  answer.  To 
lestions  therein  proposed,  I answer  — 
n in  favor  of  the  immediate  completion  of  the  Canals, . 
itemplated  by  law. 


I am  opposed  to  selling  or  leasing  the  Canals  of  this 
State : 

And  I am  in  favor  of  securing  to  the  people  of  this  State, 
the  use  of  the  Canals  and  Railways  on  the  same  terms  as 
ought  to  be  granted  to  citizens  of  other  States. 

Y ours,  very  respectfully, 

ORVILLE  W.  STOP.EY. 
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Reply  of  the  Hon.  E.  W.  LEAVENWORTH,  Nominee  for  the  offiee  of  Secretary  of  State. 


Syracuse,  Monday,  Sept.  26th,  1859. 
srs.  Henby  O’Rielly,  Ch‘n,  and  Hugh  Allen,  Sec- 
itary,  &c. 

entlemen: — My  absence  from  the  city  for  several 
s pa  t,  has  prevented  the  receipt  of  yonr  favor  of  the 
; instant  until  this  day,  and  leaves  me  time  only  for  a 
Isf  reply. 

his,  however,  is  the  less  important  as  my  course  while 
refary  of  State,  and  a member  of  the  Canal  Board  in 
years  1854  and  1S55  and  as  Chairman  of  the  Canal 
imittee  in  the  Assembly  of  1857,  can  leave  little 
bt  In  the  mind  of  any  person,  as  to  my  position  on 
question  affecting  the  completion  or  the  permanent 
rests  of  the  Canals. 

take  pleasure,  however,  in  replying  more  parti  cu- 
7 to  your  letter,  and  in  assuriug  you,  and  through 
. those  whom  you  represent — 

Iirst — That  I am  “in  favor  of  the  Completion  of  the 
dargement  of  the  Canals  according  to  law,  so  as  to 


“give  the  required  depth  of  Seven  feet,'’  at  the  earliest 
practicable  day  ; and  I think  it  may  be  accomplished  by 
the  open'ng  of  navigation  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1850. 

Second — I am  not  in  favor  of  selling  or  leasing  the 
Canals  of  this  State.  The  Constitution  espressly  forbids 
the  sale,  leasing,  or  other  disposition  of  the  Canals.  I 
have  always  approved  of  this  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. and  see  no  occasion  for  its  repeal. 

Third — I am  opposed  to  the  discrimination  practiced 
by  the  Railway  Companies  against  the  freight  of  our 
own  citizens.  I regard  it  a^  a legitimate  and  proper  sub- 
ject for  legislative  consideration  and  action. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  W.  LEAVENWORTH. 

(This  and  several  of  the  preceding  letters,  were  de- 
layed by  causes  beyond  control  of  the  writers ; and  they 
are  here  printed  in  the  order  of  their  reception  by  us. — 
H.  O’R.  & H.  A.) 


Reply  of  Hon.  ISAAC  V.  VANDERPOEL,  Nominee  for  Re-Election  as  State  Treasurer. 


Albany,  Oct.  8, 1859.  j 
entlemen — Your  communication  of  the  2Sth  ultimo,  i 
aining  interrogatories,  (by  reason  of  my  absence,)  | 
d to  reach  me  until  a few  days  since, 
our  first  interrogatory,  “Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  in 
r of  the  completion  of  the  Enlargement  of  the  Canals, 
lading  to  Law,  so  as  to  give  the  required  depth  of 
e n feet  at  the  commencement  of  navigation,  next 
;ng?” 

answer  in  the  affirmative;  and  will  add  that  every 
in  of  my  public  life,  on  the  subject  to  which  you  re- 
ihas  been  to  promote  that  object, 
our  second  interrogatory,  “ Are  you,  or  are  you  not 
i.vor  of  selling  or  leasing  the  Canals  of  this  State— con- 
ing them  from  public  highways  into  private  monop- 

answer  in  the  negative;  and  I am  gratified  to  know 
but  few,  very  few,  of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  are  in 
r of  so  disposing  of  our  public  work?*  and  those  few, 
l free  to  sav,  holding  political  principles  so  far  remote 
l mv  own,  that  no  public  act  of  mine  can  ever  become 
laminated  by  their  deleterious  influences, 
our  third  interrogatory,  “Are  you,  or  are  yon  not  in 
ir  of  securing  to  the  people  of  this  State  equal  rights 
|n  the  Canals  and  Railways  of  this  State,  by  a law  de- 
ling them  against  that  pernicious  discriminating  Rad- 
• Policy,  whereby  freight  is  now  transported  through 
| State , between  Western  and  Eastern  States,  on  bet- 
| terms  than  the  productions  and  purchases  of  the  I 

Bile  of  the  Interior  of  this  State  are  allowed  to  pass  to  | 
from  New  York  City  ? ” 

I 

]\  


To  this  interrogatory,  I will  answer,  that,  since  I have 
been  a member  of  the  Canal  Board,  every  measure  there 
proposed,  calculated  to  cheapen  and  encourage  transpor- 
tation on  our  Canals,  has  received  my  cordial  support. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  wish,  so  to  shape  the  Ca^al  reg- 
ulations of  this  State,  that  our  Canals  should  offer  such 
inducements  to  business  men.  as  to  make  them  the  great 
highways,  for  the  carrying  of  the  “ purchases  and  produc- 
tions,” not  only  of  the  people  of  this  State,  but  also  to 
secure  for  them  the  trade  of  the  people  of  the  West. 

The  Railroads  of  this  State  received  their  Charters  from 
our  Legislature,  on  the  ground,  and  for  the  reason,  as  was 
alleged,  that  their  existence  among  us  “ would  tend  to 
devel  >pe  the  resources  of  the  State,”  and  advance  “the 
prosperity  of  its  people.”  If,  therefore,  any  of  the  benefits 
promised  have  failed  of  fulfillment,  or  if  the  purposes  for 
which  these  corporations  were  granted  have  been  per- 
verted, and  in  their  management  operate  injuriously  to 
the  interest  of  this  State,  or  the  prosperity  of  its  citizens, 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  granting  power  not  only  to 
limit,  or  remedy  the  evils  which  may  now  exist,  but  to 
raise  such  legal  barriers , as  in  its  judgment  shall  pro- 
tect the  people  of  this  State  against  all  evils  in  the 
future;  and  as  one  of  their  public  servants,  if  the  discrim- 
ination exists,  as  you  allege  it  does,  against  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  I am  most  certainly  opposed 
to  its  longer  existence. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Veryr  truly  vours, 

I.  V.  VANDERPOEL. 

To  Messrs  Henry  O'Rielly  and  Hugh  Allen. 


THE  QUESTIONS  AND  THE  REPLIES. 

B3T  All  State  Candidates  who  were  questioned,  have  thus  responded.  The  Nom- 
fces  of  all  the  Political  State  Conventions,  of  all  parties , express  themselves  favorably 
the  views  of  the  Clinton  League,  as  those  views  are  indicated  by  the  questions 
questions  that  have  met  the  approval  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  of  the 
iends  of  the  Canal  System.  .jgjf 
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STATE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  FRIENDS 

THE  CANAL  SYSTEM. 


CARLOS  COBB  and  GEORGE  R.  BABCOCK,  of  Erie. 
H.  L.  FISH  and  THOMAS  PARSONS,  of  Monroe. 
ANSEL  BASCOM,  of  Seneca. 

A.  H.  HOVEY"  and  I.  J.  HIGBEE,  of  Onondaga. 

L.  B.  CROCKER,  of  Oswego. 

A.  E.  CULVER,  of  Oneida. 

HENRY  O’RIELLY,  of  New  York. 


List  of  Delegates  from  the  City  of  New  York  to  the  State 

Canal  Conventions  at  Rochester 

Samuel  B Ruggles, 

Wm.  A.  Work, 

J.  Brumley, 

Henry  O’Rielly, 

,T.  Id.  Mallory, 

Theo.  Polhemus,  Jr., 

A.  V.  Stout, 

Everett  Clapp, 

G.  W.  Austen, 

Caleb  Barstow, 

Johu  Low, 

J.  B.  Bogert, 

David  Dows, 

Wm.  C.  Rice, 

M.  IbbotsoD, 

Ammi  Dows, 

Vincent  Kenyon, 

J.  Oakley  Nodyne, 

Isaac  T.  Frost, 

Levi  Steele, 

Job  Wright, 

Jesse  Hoyt, 

M.  M.  Caleb, 

Ira  Smith, 

John  B.  Wright, 

F.  B.  Dane, 

D.  K.  Fenner, 

W.  C.  Heaton, 

D.  H.  Eaton, 

F.  S.  Woodbury, 

Fredk.  Sherwood, 

D.  K.  Neal, 

Luther  Redfield, 

Theron  Losee, 

Jason  Collier, 

Henry  E.  Brown, 

James  Q.  Bennett, 

C.  V.  Clark, 

• John  A.  Fisk, 

A.  E.  Masters, 

M.  F.  James, 

W.  H.  Fleeman, 

F.  Woodruff, 

Thomas  Kimball, 

C.  P.  Peck, 

S.  Fancher, 

F.  L.  Hall, 

H.  Burrell,  Jr., 

Adon  Smith,  Jr., 

Henry  Smith, 

Geo.  C.  Robinson, 

S.  D.  C.  Van  Bokkelen, 

E.  P.  Brown, 

J.  P.  Robinson, 

Chas.  Powers, 

Henry  Hill, 

Arnold  A.  Lewis, 

Francis  P.  Sage, 

E.  Fish, 

Geo.  E.  Brown, 

Lewis  Roberts, 

J.  W.  Vail, 

E.  II.  Brown, 

W.  G.  Lord, 

H.  Roberts, 

Jeremiah  Briggs, 

Edward  Bill, 

F.  S Littlejohn, 

Horatio  Eagle, 

H.  Burrell, 

A.  11.  White, 

W.  H.  Hazard, 

Horatio  Stevens, 

D.  Cameron, 

David  Austen,  Jr., 

Joseph  Ketehum, 

J.  C.  Daniels, 

C.  Oakley,  Jr., 

John  Hobbs, 

Jonathan  Myers, 

John  V.  Bogert, 

John  B.  Ford, 

F.  C.  Hovey, 

Joseph  Ketehum,  Jr., 

E.  W.  Coleman, 

A.  Whedon, 

Wm.  A.  Smith, 

George  B.  Powell, 

John  M.  Smith, 

Amos  M.  Sackett, 

J.  W.  Spencer, 

A.  W.  Palmer, 

John  B.  Arthur, 

Henry  Rawls, 

Geo.  Jennison, 

Henry  Boynton, 

W.  H.  Trafton, 

W.  R.  Favill, 

A.  H.  Pomroy, 

Andrew  Luke, 

0.  D.  Reynolds,  • 

E.  W.  Dunham, 

Richard  Vaughn, 

E.  J.  Lowber, 

Wm.  K.  Belcher, 

Alfred  Barrett, 

Henry  A.  Kent, 

Geo.  L.  Kent, 

Thomas  Woodward, 

John  H.  Drake, 

Daniel  Cromwell,  Jr., 

N.  B.  Lane, 

E.  B.  Place, 

Marcus  Rosevelt, 

W.  D.  Mangam, 

D.  E.  Van  Valkenberg, 

T.  M.  J.  Dehon, 

W.  A.  Brown, 

Hugh  Allen, 

N.  B.  Collins, 

Henry  W.  Smith, 

Geo.  Herkimer, 

Nathaniel  Briggs, 

Henry  Nason, 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

STATE  CONVENTION  / 

OF  / 

FIENDS  OF  THE  CANAL  SYSTEM, 

HELD  AT  THE  CITY  HALL,  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.  SEPT,  i,  1859, 

TO  AID  IN 

ResciriiTg  tlie  Canals  from  tRe  Ruin  with 
which,  they  are  threatened,”* 

exposing  and  resisting  “the  Kailroad  Conspiracy’’  for  “Discrediting  the  Canals  and  diminishing  their  Reve- 
Dues,  with  a view  of  bringing  them  under  the  hammer  ” : — f 

adopting  measures  for  counteracting  the  “ruinous  competition  with  Railroads,  permitted  by  the  State,  and 
instituted  by  Kailroad  Directors  lor  the  express  purpose  of  breaking  down  the  credit  of  the  Canals. 


the  City  Hall  -where  the  Convention  as- 
•led,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.,  the  following 
oes  were  displayed : 

ction  to  our  Public  Works — no  Sale  of  our 
als. 

tint  Hearts  in  our  Banks ; nor  Any  who  are  afraid 
ict  Openly. 

ave  in  the  Empire  State,  Men  who  are  True  to 
Interests,  and  can  be  Trusted  in  Official  Ca- 

ty- 

1o  not  the  Leading  Journals  in  our  State  Speak 
he  People?  Answer:  Kailroad  Free  Passes  and 
ronage  Prevents. 

anals  are  the  Pride  and  Glory  of  our  State, 
aterests  of  the  State  are  our  Interests. 

(an  for  the  Office  ; not  the  Office  for  the  Man. 

;t  your  Public  Works — Perpetuate  and  Honor  the  j 
re  of  Clinton. 

:he  Empire  State  repudiate  ? We  answer,  Nay. 
ee-Pass  Men  for  Office. 

. A.  H.  Hovey,  of  Syracuse,  called  the 
ng  to  order,  and,  on  his  motion,  David  R. 
in,  Esq.,  of  Rochester,  was  appointed 
man. 

r.  Barton,  on  taking  the  chair,  returned  1 
kuowledgments  for  the  honor  so  unex- 
dly  conferred  upon  him,  and  he  felt  a de-  j 
of  embarrassment  that  he  could  hardly  j 
ss,  in  assuming  so  responsible  a position.  ! 
ursuits  had  always  been  directed  in  a 
ent  channel  than  that  of  presiding  at  de-  i 
tive  conventions,  and  he  must,  therefore, 
himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  i 
His  heart  was  in  the  cause,  and  he 
1 serve  them  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

1 motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Erie,  the  follow- 
jntlemen  were  appointed  as  Vice-Presi-  j 
: 

George  R.  Babcock,  of  Erie. 

H.  J.  Sickles,  Orleans. 

G.  D.  Lamont,  Erie. 

Alfred  Ely,  Monroe. 

L.  B.  Crocker,  Oswego. 

. Jas.  J.  Glass,  Onondaga. 

A.  E.  Culver,  Oneida. 

Henry  O’Rielly,  New  York. 

J.  Myers,  New  York. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Holmes,  of  Roches- 
ter, the  following  gentbmen  were  appointed 
as  Secretaries : — A.  M.  Clapp,  of  Erie  ; R.  D. 
Jones,  of  Monroe;  Hugh  Allen,  of  New  York 
City. 

Hon.  Ansel  Bascom,  of  Seneca  Falls,  moved 
the  appointment  of  a Committee  of  five,  to 
draft  an  address  and  resolutions,  and  to  report 
the  same  as  soon  as  convenient. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Ansel  Bascom, 
of  Seneca;  S.  B.  Hunt,  of  Erie  ; T.  T.  Flagler, 
of  Niagara  ; W.  F.  Holmes,  of  Monroe  ; L.  B. 
Crocker,  of  Oswego;  R.  C.  Palmer,  of  Oneida; 
Henry  O’Rielly,  of  New  York;  and  Thomas 
Kempshall,  of  Monroe. 

Mr.  O’Rielly  suggested  that  the  Committee 
should  defer  their  consultation  and  report  un- 
til the  afternoon  session,  and  that  meantime 
the  Convention  be  occupied  in  the  interchange 
of  sentiment  upon  the  great  questions  it  had 
met  to  discuss.  He  suggested  that  Mr.  Bascom, 
the  Chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Commit- 
tee, should  be  heard  first. 

Mr.  Bascom,  was  not  prepared  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Convention. 

A Delegate  moved  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  Mr.  O’Rielly,  lead  the  way  in 
carrying  out  his  own  suggestion.  This  ques- 
tion was  put  and  carried. 

remarks  of  henry  o’rielly. 

Mr.  Henry  O’Rielly  said— -In  complying 
with  the  call  made  upon  me,  I am  forcibly  and 
feelingly  reminded  of  the  sad  havoc  that  death 
has  made  in  the  ranks  of  those  by  whom  we 
are  surrounded,  within  the  five-and-twenty 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  we  met  in  this 
city  to  urge  the  speedy  enlargement  of  the 
Erie  Canal.  It  is  indeed  a sad  lesson,  to  think 
that  a whole  generation  has  passed  away  since 
this  project,  which  we  are  now  met  to  endea- 
vor to  accomplish,  originated  in  this  city, — - 
when  we  saw  assembled  here  men  from  all 
quarters  of  the  State,  through  its  whole 
breadth  and  length,  alone  its  great  water 
way — all  united,  heart  and  hand,  in  advocat- 
ing that  great  policy.  It  certainly  is  produc- 


* N.  T.  Herald. 


t N.  Y.  Times. 


% N.  Y.  Tribune. 
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tive  of  very  many  serious  reflections,  that  so 
long  a period,  so  many  years,  a life-time  of  or- 
dinary active  business,  has  been  consumed, 
and  yet  has  not  produced  the  fruit  which  we 
might  rightfully  have  anticipated  would  have 
resulted  within  one  third  of  the  time  that  is 
already  consumed  without  accomplishing  the 
object  for  which  we  were  then  assembled.  I 
may  be  pardoned  an  allusion  to  the  past,  when 
I can  trace  even  here  so  very  few  of  the 
crowds  that  thronged  this  city  upon  that  oc- 
casion. 

I know  not  how  better  to  respond  to  the 
call  of  this  meeting,  than  by  stating  a few  facts 
and  reading  a brief  statement,  which  will  per- 
haps explain  the  viewft  which  brought  myself 
and  others  here  now  from  the  city  of  New 
York,  as  delegates  representing  a meeting  of 
Friends  of  the  State  Land  System  in  that  city. 

On  receiving  the  invitation  from  the  State 
Executive  Committee,  a few  fiiends  in  New 
York,  although  the  time  was  short,  at  once  in- 
terested themselves  in  seeing  that  a proper  re- 
sponse was  made.  Three  meetings  were  held 
in  that  city,  and  although  the  number  in  at- 
tendance was  small,  the  spirit  evinced,  I assure 
you,  was  encouraging ; and  the  conviction  that 
one  of  the  most  important  crises  in  the  history 
of  the  State  had  now  arrived,  impressed  itself 
upon  the  minds  of  all  present. 

The  Chairman  reminded  the  speaker,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  difficulty  experienced  in 
hearing  speakers  in  the  hall,  that  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  to  raise  his  voice. 

Mr.  O'Riblly — I wish  my  voice  were  equal 
to  my  feelings.  (Applause.)  As  it  was,  Sir, 
sensible  that  the  best  we  could  do  in  our  indi- 
vidual capacities  was  but  of  small  account 
when  weighed  with  other  agencies,  we  (I  speak 
of  myself  as  one  of  the  State  Committee  from 
New  York)  have  endeavored  as  well  as  we 
could  to  enlist  the  agency  of  that  all-powerful 
influence  of  modern  times — the  public  press — 
in  spreading  before  the  public  that  information 
which  we  wish  to  see  spread  before  them, 
with  the  hope  of  arousinu  the  attention  which 
should  be  aroused  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  State  on  this  important  occa- 
sion. 

I know  of  nothing  that  I could  say  now  that 
would  so  well  and  concisely  express  my  own 
feelings — nothing  that  1 think  would  more 
clearly  express  the  feelings  that  I believe  per- 
vade the  intelligent  and  conservative  friends 
of  the  Erie  Canal  in  the  city  of  New  York — - 
than  the  Addressfrom  the  Friends  of  the  Canal 
System  in  that  city,  published  in  the  city 
papers  yesterday  morning;  and  as  that  Ad- 
dress and  the  list  of  delegates  may  be  presented 
here  as  the  credentials  by  which  others  as  well 
as  myself  appear  here,  I take  the  liberty,  with 
the  leave  of  the  Convention,  of  reading  both 
the  statement  and  the  list  of  delegates,  as  the 
best  answer  I can  make  to  the  call  made  upon 
me  on  this  occasion. 

I would  premise,  in  reference  to  this  address, 
that  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 


prepared  and  presented  ought  to  be  und 
stood  in  connection  with  the  matter. 
Wednesday  afternoon  after  the  usual  husiii 
hours  of  the  city,  after  having  conversed  w 
the  gentlemen  named  as  delegates  to  the  C 
vention,  the  conviction  fixed  itself  upon 
minds  of  the  Committee,  that  it  was  absolut 
indispensable  to  publish  there  for  the  infori 
tion  of  that  city,  a statement  of  the  views  t 
caused  the  selection  of  delegates  to  represi 
that  city  in  this  Convention.  For  the  rea 
that  we  found  the  prejudice  was  strong  in  tj 
city  among  men  with  the  best  intentions!  /. 
wards  the  canal  system,  some  such  explanat  , 
seemed  to  be  indispensable.  With  your  lei  * 
I will  now  read  the  statement,  hastily  drd  j 
up  Wednesday  afternoon  and  published  in  , 
papers  yesterday  morning. 

Mr.  O’Rielly  then  read  the  Address, 
follows : 

THE  CANAL  SYSTEM  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  IN  i 

OONNKOTION  WITH  RAILWAY  INTERESTS  AN  D THE  ) It 

LIC  WELFARE. 

To  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Extraordinary  circumstances  connected  with  ) 
Canal  System,  and  with  our  Inland  Commerce  g ... 
rally,  appeal  strongly  to  the  careful  consideration  :. 
energetic  action  of  the  People  of  the  State  of 
York,  and  particularly  to  the  citizens  of  its  com 
cial  metropolis.  \ 

Complicated  difficulties  have  consumed  five-  j 
twenty  years  and  many  millions  of  dollars,  wit  L 
rendering  the  “Enlargement”  productive  of  the  ) 
benefits  which  a single  year  with  moderate  means  !; 
now  triumphantly  secure  for  the  State  generally. 
especially  for  the  city  of  New  York. 

When  the  water-way  of  the  Erie  Canal  shall  a J 
the  full  7 feet  depth  and  7(1  feet  width  contemplate  , 
the  Enlargement  Law  of  1835— when  the  locks,  , 
all  enlarged  in  their  walls,  shall  he  supplied  with 
(like  those  now  satisfactorily  tested  in  one  locali  ' 
the  Canal  Board),  increasing  the  chambers  so  as  tc  , 
mit  the  passage  of  vessels  one-fifth  longer  thai  . 
present  maximum  of  enlarged  canal  craft — who  _ 
hanks  in  exposed  places  shall  be  so  secured  by  wt  ,. 
or  wharfing  asto  avert  the  calamities  flowing  froi:  , 
astrous  breaches— the  facilities  thus  rendered  for  ; 
navigation  will  so  quicken  and  cheapen  transit  bet  , 
our  inland  seas  and  the  harbor  of  New  York,  thi  ; 
the  enlarged  Erie  Canal,  as  to  counteract  the  c , 
now  zealously  made  by  rival  interests  in  other  t , 
for  withdrawing  to  other  cities  the  business  on  ' . 
New  York  should  ever  confidently  rely,  and  a 
checkmate  the  policy  of  British  statesmen  for  dive 
Western  commerce  from  New  York  through  the 
land  Canal  and  6t  Lawrence  river  to  ports  in  C 
and  Europe.  Well  may  the  New  York  Chain!  ! 
Commerce,  the  chosen  conservator  of  the  comm  ; 
interests  of  the  city,  declare,  as  it  did  declare  las  ; 
comber,  that  such  a systematic  improvement  cj 
Erie  Canal,  “ must  of  coarse  put  all  competition  a . 
ance.” 

The  policy  of  the  Erie  Canal  Enlargement* 
and  bitterly  assailed,  as  the  original  construction 
Erie  Canal  was  long  and  bitterly  assailed— ever 
in  its  incomp  ete  condition,  vindicates  itself  by  p- 
ting  the  transit  of  vessels  of  two  hundred  tons  bu 
or  five-told  the  average  tonnage  of  canal  craft  win 
Enlargement  (yea,  the  “speedy"  enlargement)  ws 
demanded  by  enlightened  public  opinion,  and 
tioned  by  legislation  nearly  a quarter  century  i 
while  the  Completion  of  that  enlargement,  will 
the  passage,  between  the  Hudson  and  the  Lai 
fleets  of  canal  steamers  with  greater  average  tc 
(300  tons)  than  the  average  tonnage  of  the  shi  . 
brigs  transacting  the  Ocean  Commerce  of  New 
city  when  the  Erie  Canal  was  commenced. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  a meeting 
recently  with  reference  to  the  employment  of  sti 
canal  navigation,  emphatically  declared  that  the  i 
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certain  steamer  with  cargo  from  one  of  the  lake 
ts,  “marked  a new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Erie 
ial,  and,  consequently,  in  the  prosperity  of  our  city,” 

> thoroughly  interwoven  are  the  interests  of  that 
al  and  the  city  considered  by  the  most  sagacious 
•chants.  “For,”  adds  the  late  Report  from  that 
I ghtened  body,  “ thb  supremacy  of  New  York  over 
other  cities  on  this  continent,  in  numbers,  wealth, 
the  extent  of  its  commerce,  dates  from  the  opening 
'lis  work,”  the  Erie  Canal,  “which  turned  the  com- 
ce  of  the  interior  from  its  natural  channels,  having 
I r outlet  far  distant  from  us,  into  our  capacious  and 
/nificent  harbor.” 

hat  Report  of  the  Chnmber  of  Commerce,  though 
daily  devoted  to  the  subject  of  steam  in  connection 
1 the  canal  navigation,  considers  it  “relevant  to  the 
ect  to  speak  of  the  commercial  influences  connected 
i the  transportation  of  produce  and  merchandise  by 
m in  that  way.”  And  then  speaks  “in  general 
as  of  the  pre-eminent  value  of  our  canals  in  prorno- 

■ all  the  leading  interests  of  our  city  and  State,”  and 
rs  to  important  documents,  which  it  publishes,  “for 
ore  full  exemplification  of  the  weighty  considera- 
s which  should  induce  us  at  once  to  concentrate 
best  energies  for  completing  the  enlargement  of 
canals .”  “The  deepening  of  water  must  be  corn- 
ed to  the  full  extent  of  what  has  for  years  been  pro- 
■d,  before  we  can  reap  the  full  benefit  of  the  new 

> icy  of  canal  steam  navigation  now  contemplated.” 
p is  not  wonderful,  that,  entertaining  such  sentiments, 
Chamber  of  Commerce  directs  the  preparation  of  “ a 
uorial  to  the  Legislature,  urging  the  importance  of 
pleting,  at  as  early  a day  as  possible,  the  enlargement 
he  canals  of  this  State,”  accompanying  that  move- 
nt with  the  declaration  that  “ the  completion  of  the 
Q,  t work  of  enlarging  the  canals  of  this  State,  and  the 
; iltaneous  introduction  of  steam  as  the  motive  power 
^leir  navigation,  will  mark  an  era  of  eventful  interest 
ur  country,  but  especially  to  this  city  and  State.” 

!rhe  competition  of  the  Canadian  canals  may  be  re- 
lied as  just  commenced,”  continues  the  Report  of  our 
e]  mber  of  Commerce.  “ Every  few  weeks  wo  see  the 
Rivals  of  vessels  announced  at  Liverpool  and  London 
' ct  from  Chicago  and  Detroit.  Events  of  recent  occur- 
i-e  prove  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  British  people  to 
'"blisli  themselves  firmly  on  this  continent,  and  either 
C onstitute  their  Provinces  into  a Yice-Royalty,  or  to 
ihlidate  them  into  one  Confeleracy  under  the  protec- 
h of  the  Home  Government.”  * * * “Such  a 

^ imonwealth,  it  is  thought,  would  be  in  close  sympa- 
’ with  the  mother  country,  and  would  prove  its  sure 
in  in  checking  what  the  British  people  regard  as  our 
atening  and  aggressive  policy.”  “They  now  propose 
k-i  :arry  a line  of  population  and  public  works  directly 
,a  as  the  continent,  which  shall  be  entirely  independent 
ny  connection  with  our  own.”  * * * “As  they 

impelled  by  political  as  well  as  commercial  considera- 

- s,  they  will  doubtless  concentrate  their  energies  upon 
works  described.  We  can  successfully  combat  their 

• lence  (says  the  Chamber  of  Commerce)  only  by  mak- 
' it  more  for  the  interest  of  every  portion  of  the  interior 

- iek  our  market,  by  offering  a cheaper  rate  of  car- 
je,  and  better  prices  for  whatever  it  produces.'"' 
But  we  have  an  equally  resolute  competition  in  other 

l*  "ters,”  continues  the  Report  of  the  chamber  of  Corn- 
ice. “Before  the  use  of  railroads,  we  had  obtained  a 
® parative  monopoly  of  the  inland  trade  of  the  country, 
& iuse  we  possessed  the  best  artificial  means  of  commu- 
tion  by  which  it  could  be  reached.  Our  rivals  on  the 
1 th  had  attempted  similar  works,  but  their  etforts 
'ed  only  partially  successful,  on  account  of  the  physi- 
obstacles  encountered.  The  railway  came  to  their 
and  enabled  them  to  cross  the  mountain  ranges 

I h separated  them  from  the  great  interior  basin  of  the 
•try,  and  to  dispute , upon  nearly  equal  terms,  our 
ms  to  its  trade.  The  proximity  of  the  cities  of 
ade’phia  and  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river  gives  them, 

II  well  known,  certain  advantages  over  New  York. 

: These  advantages  (says  the  New  York  Chamber  of 
1 lmerce)  we  can  overcome  only  by  falling  back 
1 n the  Erif.  Canal,  and,  by  enlarging  its  capacity 
£ '■  cheapening  the  means  of  transportation  over  it, 

1 ering  it  as  much  superior  to  any  of  the  competing 
ks  constructed  to  divert  its  trade,  as  it  was  originally 

■ trior  to  the  ordinary  highway.  This  is  the  problem 


now  to  br  solved.  If  succeS'ful  in  this,  wc  shall  con- 
firm to  our  city,  beyond  perudven'iKO,  the  supremacy 
which  we  have  already  reached,  and  which  bids  fair  to 
make  New  York  the  commercial  mistiess  of  the  world.” 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  quotations  from  official  docu- 
ments, that  the  great  conservator  of  the  business  interests 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
relies  chiefly  upon  our  State  Canal  System  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  supremacy  which  this  commercial  metro- 
polis has  acquired  in  the  Western  World. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  infimaro  by  this  remark,  that  that 
tribunal  undervalued  the  importance  of  our  great  railway 
system.  Equally  unjust  is  it  to  assert,  as  some  journals 
have  asserted,  that  the  Rochester  and  Syracuse  Canal 
Conventions,  to  which  we  have  sent  and  are  now  sending 
delegates,  are  influenced  by  reckless  hostility  to  railway 
corporations.  There  is  no  necessary  antagonism  between 
the  canal  system  and  the  railway  system.  Each  in  its 
sphere  has  resources  that  would  and  should  harmonize  in 
well-directed  arrangements  by  the  legitimate  course  of 
trade.  “There  is  no  just  ground  of  rivalry  between  the 
two,”  says  the  Chamber  of -mCommerce.  “ Each  has  its 
appropriate  functions,  in  the  exercise  of  which  each 
assists  the  other.  There  are  certain  articles,  the  value  of 
which  mainly  depends  upon  the  rapidity  of  their  trans- 
misdon,  such  as  live  stock  and  the  more  perishable  kinds 
of  food.  Another  kind  of  freight  appropriate  to  a rail- 
road, is  such  as  possesses  great  value  in  proportion  to  its 
bulk.  The  railroad,  by  the  facilities  it  affords  for  travel 
and  the  transmission  of  the  mails,  is  instrumental  in  fill- 
ing up  the  imerior  with  people,  whose  industry  in  turn 
creates  business  for  the  canal.  The  articles  of  freight 
especially  belonging  to  the  latter,  are  the  various  kinds 
of  grain,  lumber,  salt,  iron,  cured  provisions,  &c.,  &c. 
The  loss  ensuing  from  delay  in  their  transportation  is 
chiefly  measured  by  the  interest  on  their  value.  Such 
articles  must  always  constitute  a large  proportion  of  the 
traffic  on  every  great  route  of  commerce;  and  of  such 
the  canal  will  have  a large  monopoly,  by  virtue  of  its 
greater  facilities  and  cheaper  transportation.”  * * * 

Whether  the  railways  were  or  were  not  prematurely 
exempted  from  tolls  before  the  State  Debt  created  for 
Internal  improvements  was  discharged — (a  rate  of  tolls 
to  which  the  Canal  Trade  is  still  subjected),— is  a ques- 
tion which  may  bo  rendered  comparatively  insignificant 
by  completing  the  Erie  Canal,  as  law  and  policy  require; 
—for  the  completion  of  the  enlargement,  which  can  now 
be  accomplished  in  a single  season,  with  moderate  means, 
will,  unless  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  totally  mis- 
taken in  its  opinions,  induce  an  amount  of  business  that 
will,  in  due  season,  repay  even  the  moneys  borrowed  by 
the  State  to  aid  the  Erie  Railroad  and  other  objects,  in- 
cluding the  lateral  Canals,  as  well  as  the  Erie  Canal 
itself. 

Views  like  these  have  influenced  the  friends  of  the  Canal 
System  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  sending  a delegation 
to  the  State  Canal  Convention  at  Rochester  on  the  1st  of 
September.  The  call  of  the  Convention,  and  the  mea- 
sures for  sustaining  it,  have  been  stimulated  by  the  sys- 
tematic efforts  now  manifest  in  various  ways  for  depre.-s- 
ing  the  character  and  condition  of  the  Canal  System,  and 
consequently  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  completing 
the  enlargement,  so  as  actually  to  produce  a sale  of  the 
public  works,  and  convert  these  great  water-ways  into 
the  property  of  private  monopolists. 

The  general  character  of  the  delegation  selected,  com- 
posed, as  that  delegation  chiefly  is,  of  persons  connected 
with  the  commerce  of  the  city  (as  will  be  seen  by  the 
accompanying  list  of  names),  indicates  the  conservative 
influence  with  which  the  Canal  System  is  regarded  in  its 
connection  with  railway  interests  and  the  public  welfare. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  city  of  New  York  shall  be.  fully 
represented  in  that  State  Convention,  by  persons  who 
will  consider  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  in  view  ot 
the  extraordinary  condition  of  affairs  resulting  from  the 
present  competition  between  railways  and  canals,  and 
the  apparently  organized  efforts  to  revolutionize  our 
Canal  System  by  its  “conversion  from  a public  highway 
into  a private  monopoly.”  , 

In  behalf  of  the  meetings  of  friends  of  the  State  Canal 
System  in  the  city  of  New  York, 

HENRY  O’RIELLY,  Clin. 

HUGH  ALLEN,  Sec'y. 

New  York,  Aug.  BO,  1859. 
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List  of  Delegates  from  the  City  of  New  York  to 
the  State  Canal  Convention  at  Eochester,  Sep- 
tember 1. 

Samuel  B.  Buggies,  S.  R Ford, 

Henry  O’Ritlly,  E.  W.  Coleman, 

Geo.  B.  Powell, 


A.  V.  Stout, 

Caleb  Barst  ov, 
David  Dows, 
Amml  Dows, 
Isaac  T Frost, 
Jesse  Hoyt, 

John  B.  Wriglit, 
W . C.  Heaton, 
Fred’k  Sherwood, 
Theron  Losee. 

Jas.  O Be-  nett, 
A.  E.  Masters, 

F.  Woodruff, 


Francis  P.  Sage, 
Lev  is  Roberts, 

W m.  G 1 ore, 
Edward  Bill, 

H.  Burrell, 
Hoivtio  Stevens, 
Joseph  Ketchum, 
John  Hobbs, 


J.  W.  Spencer, 
Henry  Rawls, 

AY.  H.  Traften, 
Andrew  Luke, 
Richard  Vaughn, 
Alfred  Barrett, 
John  II.  Drake, 
N.  B.  Lane, 


*v  m.  C.  Rice, 
Vincent  Kenyon, 
Lewi  Steele, 

M.  M.  Caleb, 

F.  B.  Dane, 

1).  H.  Eaton, 

D.  K Reale, 
Jason  Colder, 

C.  V.  Clark, 


M.  E.  James, 
Thomas  Kimball, 
F.  L.  Hal), 

Henry  Smith, 

E.  S.  Brown, 
Henry  Hill, 

E.  Fish. 

J.  W.  Vails, 

IT.  Robert-*, 

F.  S.  Littlejohn, 
A.  H.  White, 

D.  Cameron, 

J.  C.  Daniels, 


F.  C Hoyey, 

A-.  Whedon, 

John  M Smith, 

A.  W.  Palmer, 
Geo.  Jennison, 

W.  R.  Fariill, 

O.  D.  Reynolds, 

E.  J.  Li  i w her, 
Henry  A.  Kent, 
Geo.  L.  Kent, 

E.  B.  Place, 

D.  E.  Van  Valken- 
burg. 

Hugh  Allen. 


S.  Fancher, 

Adon  Smith,  jr.  J.  H.  Mallory, 

S.  D.  C.  Van  Bok-  Everett.  Clapp, 
kelen,  John  Low, 

Chas.  P-  wers, 


W.  D.  Mangam. 
Wm.  A.  Brown, 
Henry  W.  Smith, 
Geo.  Herkimer, 


Jonathan  Myers, 


Wm.  A.  Work. 
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Mr.  O’Rielly  continued,  saying  : 

This  statement,  and  the  list  of  delegates 
accompan  \ lug  it,  I respectfully  present  to  you  I 
as  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  appearing  j 
here  to  represent  the  meeting  of  friends  of  the  j 
Canal  system  in  the  city  of  New  York.  I pre-  j 
sent  them  also  with  the  view  of  showing  how  j 
unfounded  are  many  of  the  prejudices  which 
have  been  aroused  by  the  efforts  of  designing  | 
per  sons,  calculated  to  counteract  the  intentions  I 
of  the  Convention.  In  presenting  them,  I move  j 
that  they  be  incorporated  in  the  proceedings  ! 
as  a part  of  the  records  of  this  Convention.  ( 


REMARKS  OF  ANSEL  BASCOM,  ESQ.,  OF  SENECA  FALLS. 


Mr.  Bascom,  being  then  again  called  on  by 
Mr.  O’Rielly,  said : 

Mr.  President — Perhaps  I may  show  myself 
a better  fault-finder  than  constructionist.  I 
find  fault  a little,  in  the  commencement,  with 
the  irregularity  of  the  present  proceeding  of 
calling  out  speakers,  and  giving  them  an  op- 
portunity of  prejudicing  the  minds  of  the  body 
upon  subjects  which  ought,  perhaps,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  more  mature  deliberations  of 
a committee.  It  is  unparliamentary  and  irreg- 
ular, I think,  to  call  out  me  here  now  to  dis- 
cuss subjects  coming  within  the  province  of 
the  committee  just  appointed. 

I suspect,  too,  there  was  irregularity  even 
in  the  call  of  this  Convention.  But,  after  all,  I 
like  irregularity.  Sometimes  it  becomes  neces- 
sary. If  we  look  across  the  water  to  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe,  now  groaning  under  the  op- 
pression of  regularity,  we  may  thank  ourselves 
that  we  have  the  privilege  here  of  being  a lit- 
tle irregular.  Irregularity  gives  Europe  her 
only  hope,  and  it  is  that  now  which  gives 
Italy  some  hope  of  future  deliverance.  (Ap- 
plause.) Now,  Sir,  regularity  is  going  to  meet 
at  Syracuse  in  about  a week ; again  to  meet 
in  another  convention  in  about  one  week  after 


that ; and  yet,  I had  rather  trust  the  great  i 
terests  of  the  State  with  the  irregularity  1 1 t 
around  me,  than  with  the  regularity  certain  |i 
assemble  in  Syracuse  one  and  two  weeks  hen  I 
(Applause.)  I do  not  quite  like  the  na  < 
given  this  Convention.  You  call  it  a Cai-l 
Convention.  As  much  as  I like  the  Cam# 
and  the  associations  connected  with  then* 
think  you  should  haAre  given  this  movemen  i 
higher  name.  Tome.it  smacks  of  rebelli  fl, 
It  is  a rebellion,  in  fact,  against  the  goveii 
ment ; not  the  government  jure,  but  the  g- 1 
ernment  de  facto — the  government  that  ma  %■ 
and  unmakes  your  governors  and  membera  ■ 
the  legislature — that  spikes  your  great  agem  ■: 
freedom,  a free  press.  It  is  against  this  g 
ernment  de  facto  that  I hope  this  Convent 
will  raise  a rebel  voice,  to  be  echoed  by  c 
ventions  all  over  the  State,  until  rebellion  sb|; 
be  turned  into  victory.  (Applause.)  Bav  : 
used  too  strong  language?  Why  was  it  t.  » 
the  man  whose  majority  of  seventy  thousi 
three  years  ago  proclaimed  him  the  choici  ?■ 
the  freemen  of  New  York  for  Governor,  was  I 
nied  the  usual  courtesy  due  to  faithful  officer  - 
the  State  of  a renomination  by  his  own  politi  ii 
friends?  Was  he  untrue  to  any  great  gent  ;< 
State  interest  ? Had  he  proved  unfaithful] 
inefficient  upon  any  great  State  quest,  10  i » 
Had  he  in  a single  instance  proved  treacher 
to  any  party  trust?  Had  he  not  ever  b 2 
faithful  in  every  respect?  But  there  1 s 
some  portion  of  his  conduct  for  which  he  m in 
suffer  political  decapitation,  and  go  down  to  ii 
political  grave  without  even  an  opportunity  ■ 
declining  a renomination.  It  was  not  that 
had  come  here  among  his  fellow-citizens  in 
West,  where  he  was  received  with  theenth  s 
asm  of  gratitude  : he  had  precedent  for  that,  1 ■ 
was  uot  that  he  had  promised  to  aid  in  the  © 1 
pletion  of  the  canals,  and  the  redemption  of  1 , 
honor  of  the  State  : he  bad  precedent  for  tl  1 
It  was  not  that  be  had  recommended  efficil  11 
and  proper  measures  for  the  prosecution  of  , 
enlargement  and  the  completion  of  the  I 
Canal:  he  had  precedent  for  that,  too.  J 1 
he  committed  two  unpardonable  acts,  win 
brought  him  to  the  political  block;  and  tl 
were,  recommending  the  reimposing  of  t 1 
upon  one  line  of  railroad,  and  paying  his  1 - 
upon  another  (applause);  for  which,  perbi* 
be  had  no  precedent,  and  which  must  not  ! 
permitted  to  become  precedents  for  the  futi  t 
I see  indications  in  various  parts  of  the  Shi 
that  regularity  is  burnishing  all  her  weapon  It 
order  to  protect  herself  against  such  kinc  j 
irregularity  as  this  of  ours  to-day.  Why,  it 
government  of  this  State  is  not  at  Albany,  1 
theoretically,  and  of  right  it  is  with  ourselv  t 
and  well  do  the  de  facto  government  uni  l 
stand  this.  Hence  its  emissaries  throng  ev  1 
local  Convention,  endeavoring  to  control  I 
wishes,  impulses,  and  deliberations  of  the  i 
calities  in  relation  to  candidates  for  popi  I 
favor.  (Applause.)  I tell  you  I like  irregu  t 
itv,  and  I like  rebellion  sometimes.  I say  I 1 
substantially,  a great  business  concern  es‘  i 
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fed  by  the  power  of  the  people  of  t lreState 
beneficent  ends  has  come  to  be  the  goveru- 
It  de  facto  of  the  State,  controls  its  great 
limportant  interests,  and  dictates  its  policy 
irbitrarily  as  any  potentate  of  Europe  gov- 
I his  empire.  To  be  sure,  it  may  leave  for 
(men  we  vote  for  the  subject  of  regulating 
Imon  schools  and  distributing  charities  to 
■svolent  institutions,  now,  that  there  is  no 
ler  any  more  to  give  them.  To  be  sure,  it 
1 vs  them  to  regulate  such  matters  as  domes- 
lind  county  police,  &c.  ■ but  when  they 
Ip  to  touch  the  great  interests  of  the  State; 

In  they  come  to  take  up  and  consider  the 
Ition  of  how  shall  the  people  be  relieved 
I this  enormous  debt  of  ours;  when  they 
i to  the  question  of  increasing  the  revenue 
I of  regulating  the  great  traffic  floating 
Ig  and  through  this  valley,  they  must  walk 

10  the  rail-road  office,  make  their  bows  and 
lire  what  is  the  will  of  this  government  de 
t>.  (Applause  ) Why,  it  seems  to  me  that 
liese  questions  of  finance,  pro-rata  freights, 

I canal  tolls  have  come  to  resolve  them- 
Is  into  one  great  fundamental  question, 

■t  governs  the  Empire  State?  Is  it  a eon- 
itional  power  vested  in  certain  agencies  of 
Iklar  appointment,  or  is  it  a power  which 
pprung  unbidden  into  existence  by  the  suf- 
Ihce  of  a too  long  suffering  people  ? It  j 
Its  to  me  that  it  is  the  latter.  Hence,  I am 
l-ebellion. 

■at  I find  I am  making  a very  irregular 
leh,  and  you  will  excuse  me,  therefore,  in 
■expression  of  one  other  hope,  and  it  is  j 
I that  this  Convention  will  not  adjourn 
■out  providing  for  six,  eight,  or  ten  more 
Is  Conventions  in  different  localities  of  the 
le,  to  impress  upon  the  people  the  necessity 
I more  uniform,  general,  efficient  and  sys- 
fctic  agitation  of  the  questions  that  we  are 
■nbled  to  consider.  Governments  are  not 
liys  just  what  the  people  desire.  Theoret- 
I 7,  our  government  is  a good  one.  With  all 
■jractical  imperfections,  it  is  vastly  better 

11  those  governments  of  Europe  that  have 
■ed  the  fields  of  Italy  to  be  drenched  with 
(blood  of  100,000  men  this  present  summer, 
■must  preserve  it ; but  if  we  would  preserve 
■e  must  spend  time  and  thought  upon  such 
fttions  as  we  are  here  to  consider.  We  must 
■re  more  integrity  and  fidelity  to  public 
lit  than  has  been  fashionable  for  the  last  few 
•s.  I know  that  men  begin  to  be  hopeless; 

■ all  is  not  lost,  the  popular  power  is  yet  to 
t ivoked  for  relief  and  deliverance.  Why, 
(there  was  a tinre  wrhen  England  was  vastly 

tie  off  than  she  is  now.  There  was  a time 
n monopolies  not  only  ruled  the  people  of 
■land,  but  the  Parliament  and  crown  ; when 
h put  their  hands  upon  every  public  inter- 
Ijmd  paralyzed  all  individual  enterprise.  A 
ll'acteristic  of  that  time  was  the  most  com- 
|e  debauchery  of  all  political  morality  and 
(hi  virtue  that  ever  disgraced  the  Anglo-  , 
(bn  race.  And  yet  her  government,  not  en-  J 
it  y dissimilar  to  ours,  has  gradually  yielded  I 


to  the  influence  of  a strong  popular  will  that 
sometimes  bears  down  all  corruption,  and  has 
grown  vastly  better  than  it  was  in  the  reign 
of  the  Charleses.  And  I hope  to  see  this  State 
emerge  from  the  corrupt  influences  under 
which  she  is  suffering,  and  not  allowr  her  repu- 
tation for  all  time  to  be  tarnished. 

A motion  being  made  to  adjourn  to  2-J-  P.  M., 
Mr.  O’Riellt  moved  that,  before  adjourning, 
Mr.  Clapp,  of  Buffalo,  be  heard,  so  that  both 
extremes  might  be  represented. 

Remarks  of  A.  M.  Clapp,  Esq. 

Mr.  President — I feel  great  delicacy  in  at- 
tempting to  represent  the  other  end  of  the 
Erie  Canal,  when  I see  around  me  gentlemen 
who  have  had  the  honor  of  doing  so  in  a higher 
position  than  myself,  and  who  are  far  more 
able  to  do  so  with  credit  to  themselves  and 
usefulness  to  ourselves  than  I can  possibly  do  ; 
yet,  I never  shrink  from  any  duty  devolving 
upon  me,  and  will  try  to  discharge  it  in  my 
poor  way  the  best  I can,  and  leave  the  conse- 
quences to  take  care  of  themselves.  I see  be- 
fore me  divers  and  sundry  texts  on  which,  I 
think,  there  should  be  stated  preaching  in  this 
Hall  from  this  time  to  the  holding  of  the  elec- 
tion ; and,  Sir,  to  begin,  I see  one — “Why  do 
not  the  leading  journals  of  the  State  speak  for 
the  people?”  Answer,  “Railroad  free  passes.” 
As  an  humble  representative  of  the  Press  of  the 
State,  I should  be  glad  to  throw  back  with 
scorn  aud  indignation  any  such  imputation 
upon  the  Press  of  the  State  of  New  York.  I 
infer,  however,  that  there  are  certain  insidious 
influences  which  do  creep  in,  and  through  the 
means  of  human  frailty,  reach  the  action  of  the 
Press  and  hold  it,  sometimes,  in  too  great  sub- 
serviency. For  my  own  part,  I feel  it  is  a 
matter  of  deep  regret  that  any  editor  in  this 
State  should  feel  constrained  by  the  receipt  of 
a ticket — and  I can  scarcely  believe  that  there 
is  one  who  feels  constrained  by  any  such  gift 
to  him — to  act  differently  from  what  the  dic- 
tates of  honest  duty  would  incline  him  to  do  ; 
and  I should  regret  to  think  that  the  Press  of 
the  State  of  New  York  is  so  lost  to  its  sense,  of 
self-respect  as  to  yield  to  that  or  any  other  im- 
proper influence  which  would  attempt  to  con- 
trol its  action.  But  it  seems  to  be  the  senti- 
] ment,  that  the  Press  is  controlled  by  free 
passes, — a sentiment  that  I deeply  regret,  and 
i one  which  I should  be  glad  to  repel  to  a great 
I extent.  The  great  mistake  that  men  make  is, 

| that  they  expect  the  Press  to  bear  the  burthen 
and  heat  of  the  day  and  to  do  differently  from 
what  other  men  do.  Do  not  our  members  ol 
I the  Legislature  receive  free  passes?  Is  it  any 
i more  objectionable  for  the  Press  to  receive 
j free  passes  than  that  the  Members  of  the  Legis- 
! lature,  our  Senators,  and  others  in  authority 
should  do  the  same  thing?  Is  not  the  attack 
more  at  the  heart  of  the  citadel  than  when  a 
complimentary  ticket  is  extended  to  the  Press.? 

But,  Sir,  our  object  is  not  here  to  discuss  this 
question,  but  to  come  down  to  the  importance 
of  providing  for  the  necessities  and  exigencies 
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of  the  moment  connected  with  the  deepest  in- 
terests of  the  State,  and  relating  to  the  Erie 
Canal,  which  has  been  the  life-blood  of  our 
prosperity  and  existence.  Sir,  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance  that  they  should  be  provi- 
ded for,  and  we  have  just  been  told  by  a voice 
which  comes  up  from  Oswego  (Mr.  Brockway,) 
that  the  canals  are  finished ; that  they  have 
performed  their  mission;  that  they  have  no 
more  usefulness  to  the  People  and  State  ; that, 
they  have  become  a burthen  and  a pauper 
upon  the  State,  and  hence  they  should  be  sent 
to  the  poor-house  or  sold  to  somebody  who 
can  take  better  care  of  them  than  the  people 
of  the  State  themselves.  We  have  come  to  this 
point ; and  it  is  important  for  this  Convention 
and  for  all  future  Conventions  relating  to  this 
subject  that  they  should  decide  distinctly, 
whether  or  not  this  proposition  bears  upon  its 
face  the  impress  of  truth.  Has  the  Erie  Canal 
served  its  mission  ? Is  it  to-day  a pauper,  to 
be  shunned  and  despised  by  all  who  look  upon 
it?  Can  any  man,  who  remembers  how  that 
artery  of  commerce  was  brought  into  existence, 
for  one  moment,  lay  to  his  heart  the  thought 
that  the  Erie  Canal  has  ceased  to  exist  except 
as  a burthen  upon  the  hands  of  the  State?  We 
have,  Sir,  made  a great  mistake.  As  the  Alba- 
ny Argus  would  say, — “we  have  made  an  ‘aw- 
ful mistake.’”  Here  was  a mistake  made,  and 
a serious  one  too,  when  the  railroad  power  of 
this  State  was  organized  by  law,  clothed  with 
authority  greater  than  that  of  the  State  itself; 
for  as  has  been  said  here,  and  as,  I regret  to  re- 
iterate, it  has  been  demonstrated  to  us  too  often, 
the  power  of  the  railroad  influence  in  this  State 
is  greater  to-day  than  the  exercise  of  the  power 
of  the  State  itself  (applause).  It  has  derived 
that  power  from  legal  enactment,  and  we  have 
clothed  it  with  certain  franchises  which 
have  grown  and  augmented  in  its  hands  until 
they  have  become  enormous  in  the  public  eye, 
not  only  in  their  usefulness  but  in  their  in- 
fluence. Railroads  have  become  the  great 
competitor  with  our  own  system  of  Internal 
Improvements.  They  have  drained  our  canal 
of  its  commerce  and  dried  up  all  our  revenues, 
and  have  left  the  State  almost  a beggar  in  its 
purse,  and  ttie  canal  itself  almost  a solitude. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York  to  decide  now  whether  they  will  put 
forth  an  effort  to  bring  back  the  canal  and  its 
interests  to  a more  palmy  condition  of  things; 
or  whether  they  will  leave  it  to  be,  as  Mr. 
Brockway  says,  a poor  worthless  tiling  to  be 
despised  and  spoken  of  despitefully  of  all  men. 
It  is  for  tbis  Convention  to  devise  some  means 
of  producing  a more  equal  competition  for  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  this  State.  Railroads 
have  advantages  which  the  canal  has  not. 
They  can  carry  property  free  of  toll.  All 
property  that  goes  upon  the  canal  must  pay 
toll.  Railroads  have  demonstrated  that  they 
are  capable  of  carrjung  freight  as  cheap  or 
cheaper  from  paying  points,  than  the  canal, 
because  they  have  to  pay  no  toll.  Then,  is  it 
not  a question  of  vital  importance  to  discover 


some  method  of  replenishing  the  revenii  , 
this  State,  and  bring  them  back  by  some  a , 
to  a higher  degree  of  prosperity  than  i 
exists  upon  them?  If  it  cannot  be  done  by  . 
tical  parties,  then  it  is  time  that  it  shou  , 
done  through  the  impulsive  action  of  tht 
pie  themselves,  who  are  really,  or  shoul  , 
the  seat  of  all  power  in  a republican  go  . 
ment.  It  then  becomes  important  that  ,, 
should  be  some  action  on  the  part  of  this  , 
vention  to  protect  the  Canals  and  take  cs  u, 
them.  All  other  questions  are  subordinate  j 
all  other  issues,  as  connected  with  this  que  „ 
are  mere  side  issues.  That  is  the  great 
tion — how  can  we  best  provide  for  the  Er  „ 
nal,  the  lateral  Canals,  their  interests,  an 
revenues  of  the  State  of  New  York  ? This ' , 
to  the  question  some  kind  of  dignity  ; it  I , 
it  up  where  it  assumes  a stature  that  s 
challenge  the  proudest  and  best  efforts  of 
man  within  the  Empire  State.  I hope,  ( 
fore,  that  this  Convention,  before  it  sha 
journ,  will  act  prudently,  discreetly,  w j 
and  thoroughly  in  inaugurating  a new  s; 
in  this  State,  which  shall  bring  about  a 1 
condition  of  things  with  respect  to  our  C j 
With  this  simple  remark,  I have  said  1 „ 
Convention  all  I choose  to  say. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Crocker,  of  Oswegc  1 
I rise  but  to  make  a simple  remark  in  '■ 
to  the  voice  which  has  come  up  from  Os  I 
declaring  that  the  canals  have  had  tlieii  ^ 
That  voice,  Sir,  was  not  from  Oswego.  I 
to  be  sure,  from  the  eastern  end  of  Os  , 
Mr.  Brook  way  was  a member  from  the  ei 
part  of  the  County,  but  is  in  no  way  or  i 
degree  a representative  of  the  City  of  Os  ■ 
any  more  than  a member  taken  from  t!  u 
most  verge  of  Erie  County,  bordering 
Cattaraugus,  would  be  a representative  < ; 
canal  interest  of  the  City  of  Buffalo, 
plause.)  The  City  of  Oswego  feels,  as 
town  upon  the  line  of  the  Erie  Canal 
feel,  that  the  interests  of  the  Canal  i 
jeopardy.  The  manufacturer,  the  forwi 
the  commercial  man,  the  miller,  every  in 
of  the  City  of  Oswego  is  depressed  at 
time  by  the  peculiar  position  and  unfort 
prospects  of  the  canal  interest.  The  int 
of  this  city,  Buffalo,  Syracuse,  Oswego,  ni 
the  intermediate  towns  on  the  line  of  tin 
Canal,  I hold  are  substantially  the  same, 
have  no  doubt  that  the  members  of  this 
vention,  who  have  assembled  here  from  < 
ent  towns,  as  well  as  from  the  City  of 
York,  meet  here  with  one  accord,  to  pi 
and  defend  a common  interest.  (Appl 
I can  imagine  that  there  may  be  divers 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  platform,  or  polii 
measures  which  this  Convention  shall  i 
and  put  forth  to  the  people  to  bring  : 
such  an  adjustment,  as  we  have  come  hi 
procure.  It  would  be  strange  if  there  w: 
a difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  r 
tions  and  the  sentiments  which  should  em 
from  this  Convention,  and  go  before  the 
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■ 3 produce  the  general  object  which  we  all 
!b.  I know,  Mr.  President,  that  the  senti- 
of  the  City  of  New  York  is  a different 
orient  from  that  which  pervades  that  por- 
!“)  of  the  State  along  the  line  of  the  Erie 
..  I know  that  there  is  a general  com- 
1,1  ial  feeling  to  keep  the  prices  of  transpor- 
•’  n at  the  minimum  rates — perhaps  not  pre- 
; where  they  are  now,  but  at  those  low 
which  shall  bring  the  trade  of  the  far 
from  the  utmost  verge  of  that  circle  from 
te  h we  have  ever  brought  it  through  this 
lefiel  and  hold  it  there,  instead  of  letting  it 
the  Alleghanies,  by  the^way  of  Pliiladel- 
or  Baltimore,  or  by  any  other  direction, 
e City  of  New  York.  When  we  come  to 
i upon  the  policy  and  plan  of  the  pro- 
'me  we  may  differ;  but  I hold  that  the 
It  of  tills  Convention  is  to  obtain  such  an 
tment  of  the  conflict  between  the  rail- 
and  the  canal  as  shall  produce  revenue 
ie  State,  and  as  shall  produce  revenue 
the  canal  sufficient  to  pay  its  debts  and 
e it  to  carry  on  the  business  that  it  has 
ofore  done,  or  its  proportion  of  the  busi- 
It  does  not  follow  that  because  we  must 
at,  it  is  necessary  to  come  in  conflict  with 
ailroad  to  any  great  extent.  It  should  be 
y an  adjustment  between  these  two  great 
lercial  avenues  that  should  be  accom- 
ed,  leaving  each  interest  to  do  its  own 
mate  business,  in  its  own  proper  way.  I 
that  the  railroads  of  this  State  are  as  im- 
nt  to  the  great  commercial  interests  of 
fate  as  the  Erie  Canal  itself ; and  if  this 
| or  any  other  city  upon  the  line  of  the 
>ad,  should  be  inquired  of  which  they 
d choose,  if  they  could  have  but  one,  they 
d probably  tell  you  they  would  have  the 
lad.  The  time  was  when  railroads  were 
mderstood — when  they  were  not  deemed 
ailable  for  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
i as  the  canals,  but  that  time  has  passed, 
is  take  the  subject,  then,  as  it  is,  and  not 
might  be.  If  the  time  when  the  canals 
d be  more  beneficial  to  the  State  of  New 
c than  the  railroads  has  passed  by;  if  the 
ovements  upon  the  railroads,  the  economy 
h they  have  introduced,  and  the  double 
cs  which  they  have  made,  have  enabled 
i to  compete  successfully  with  the  canals; 
ey  have  reached  the  point  where  they  are 
g as  much  or  more  for  the  commercial 
perity  of  the  State  of  New  York  than  the 
Is,  let  us  take  that  truth  as  it  is,  and  let  us 
our  stand  upon  that  platform,  go  to  work 
adjust  the  competition  between  those  two 
t interests  fairly  and  justly,  so  that  no  inter- 
lo  party,  no  locality  can  complain  that  the 


;rarame  which  comes  through  this  Con- 
ion  is  an  unjust  or  unfair  one.  (Applause.) 
tall  not  go  into  this  irregular  discussion 
iter  than  to  present  these  views,  hoping 
I they  may  tend  to  bring  the  Convention 
[mite  upon  some  common  principle  that 
f avoid  ultraisms  upon  either  side.  While  1 
Wd  not  adopt  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Brock- 


way, of  Pulaski,  yet  I would  not  adopt  the 
sentiments,  perhaps,  of  some  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  undertake  to  re-impose  tolls  upon  the 
railroads,  entering  upon  a conflict  in  which  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  to  accomplish  the 
common  object  we  all  have  in  view. 

Mr.  Myers,  of  New  York  city  (Vice-Presi- 
dent), said  that  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  Convention,  he  would  move  that 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Address  be 
instructed  to  bring  in  a resolution  in  favor  of 
the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1851,  removing  the 
tolls  on  railroads. 

A.  H.  Hovey,  Esq.,  of  Syracuse. — I think,  Mr. 
President,  that  there  is  no  doubt  about  the 
disposition  of  the  Committee  to  report  the 
very  measure  which  has  been  moved  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Myers).  If  the 
Committee  fail  to  do  so,  the  Convention  will 
have  it  in  its  power  to  adopt  this  movement 
itself.  I regret  very  much  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings  to  make  any  motion  which  might 
indicate  the  necessity  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  for  this  purpose.  I have  no 
doubt  myself  that  the  Committee  will  coincide 
with  what  I believe  to  be  the  sentiment  of  a 
large  majority  of  this  Convention,  and  that 
sentiment  is  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  that  law. 
It  will  be  better  to  permit  the  Committee  to 
make  that  recommendation  without  instruc- 
tion, than  to  instruct  them  in  advance.  I do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  if  that  Committee  fail 
to  make  such  report,  I will  heartily  join  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  in  getting  the 
Convention  to  adopt  it.  (Applause.)  I agree 
with  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Oswego  (Mr.  Crocker),  counseling  due  modera- 
tion in  the  action  of  this  Convention;  I do  not 
believe  that  the  objects  we  seek  to  attain  are 
to  be  effected  by  denunciation  or  the  use  of 
harsh  language  or  epithets  in  any  address  or 
resolutions  which  this  Convention  may  put 
forth.  This  Convention  is  assembled  to  recom- 
mend and  adopt  measures  for  the  protection  of 
the  canals,  the  people,  and  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  State.  I do  not  understand 
that  it  has  assembled  to  make  war  upon  any  in- 
terest. If  it  should  become  necessary  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  work  to  come  in  conflict 
with  other  interests  of  the  State,  that  will  be 
the  natural  consequence  ; but  this  Convention, 
as  I understand  it,  seek  to  make  war  upon  no  in- 
terest. If  the  business  of  this  Convention  should 
be  conducted  with  moderation,  firmness,  and 
propriety,  it  will  have  its  effect  upon  the  people 
of  the  State,  and  will  not  be  called  a Convention 
of  Canal  Forwarders,  as  the  Convention  at  Sy- 
racuse was  called.  I believe  the  only  remedy 
for  the  evils  under  which  we  rest,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  ballot-box  (applause) ; and  I be- 
lieve it  is  the  legitimate  duty  of  this  Conven- 
tion to  recommend  that  that  is  the  best  possi- 
ble manner  to  reach  the  aims  we  have  in  view 
in  this  matter.  The  Convention  held  at  Syra- 
cuse, in  December  last,  was  intended  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Legislature  such  measures  as  it 
thought  best  to  secure  the  objects  we  desire. 
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The  members  of  the  Legislature  had  been 
elected  ; the  State  officers  were  secure  in  their 
seats,  and  it  was  soon  found  by  those  who  had 
the  matter  in  charge,  that  an  appeal  to  that 
Legislature  would  be  in  vain.  This  Conven- 
tion has  now  met  to  take  a step  in  advance, 
and  to  admonish  the  political  parties  of  the 
day  that  these  things  must  be  considered  in  the 
nomination  of  candidates.  (Applause.)  If  I 
understand  aright  the  object  of  this  Conven- 
tion, it  is  to  publish  to  the  people  of  this  State 
and  the  political  parties,  that  the  friends  of  the 
canals,  of  the  manufacturing  interests,  and  all 
wdio  own  property  in  the  State  to  be  taxed, 
mean  to  make  their  mark  at  the  coming  elec- 
tion. (Applause.)  If  we  do  this  our  work  well 
and  wisely,  we  shall  make  our  mark  where  it 
can  be  read  by  all. 

Mr.  Myers,  of  New  York. — The  object  I had 
in  making  this  motion  was  to  occupy  the  time  in 
discussing  the  question  that  probably  will  eli- 
cit more  discussion  than  any  other  that  will 
engage  the  attention  of  the  Convention.  With 
the  consent  of  the  Convention,  I would  now 
withdraw  it  until  after  the  Committee  come  in. 
But  I am  not  of  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Oswego  (Mr.  Crocker),  that  it  is  impossible 
to  repeal  that  law,  for  I believe  what  the  people 
will  they  can  accomplish.  (Applause.) 

The  Convention,  on  motion,  then  took  a re- 
cess till  o’clock,  P.  M. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  motion,  the  following  letters  were  read  : 

LETTER  FROM  HON.  S.  B.  RHGGLES,  RESPECTING  THE 

VALUE  OF  CANAL  NAVIGATION,  AND  THE  RAILWAY 

EFFORTS  TO  RIVAL  AND  CRIPPLE  T1IE  CANAL. 

New  York , Aug.  26,  1859. 

Gentlemen  Your  invitation  to  meet  you  at  Eo- 
Chester  on  the  1 st  of  September,  in  the  Mass  Convention 
called  to  consider  the  measures  necessary  to  replenish 
the  Canal  revenues  of  the  State,  and  to  protect  its  com- 
merce from  uniust  diserimation.  has  duly  reached  me  ; 
coupled  with  the  request  that,  if  unable  personally  to 
attend,  I should  furnish  such  statements  of  fact  as  might 
he  of  use  to  the  Convention.  The  brief  period  inter- 
vening before  the  meeting,  allows  me  only  time  to  com- 
ply very  hastily  and  imperfectly  with  your  request. 

The  Canal  questions  now  pending  in  the  State  are 
brought  within  comparatively  narrow  limits.  The  in- 
quiry is  no  longer  how  the  Canals  shall  be  finished,  for 
they  are  now  virtually  completed— hut  whether,  after 
expending  the  labor  of  more  than  forty  years  and  taxing 
the  efforts  of  two  whole  generations  to  bring  them  to 
perfection,  they  shall  now  be  abandoned,  or  sold  for  a 
nominal  price  to  a private  company.  As  one  of  the 
citizen  tax-payers  of  the  State,  claiming  an  interest  not 
only  in  its  commercial  and  fiscal  prosperity  hut  in  its 
public  character  and  standing,  I am  utterly  opposed  to 
such  a sacrifice,  and  for  the  following,  among  other 
reasons : 

1.  The  Canals,  excepting  a trifling  amount  of  work 
yet  to  be  doue,  are  now  in  full  and  successful  operation 
—diffusing,  to  an  extent  hitherto  unequaled,  the  bene-  ! 
fits  of  cheap  and  safe  transportation. 

2.  They  have  thus  far  cost  the  tax-payers  compara- 
tively nothing,  compared  with  their  benefits;  and  if  i 
wisely  and  honestly  managed,  may  be  permanently  re- 
tained and  enjoyed,  without  imposing  any  material 
burthen. 

3.  Their  preservation  by  the  8tate  is  essentially  neces- 
sary to  the  security  of  its  commerce,  as  a safeguard 
from  the  exactions  of  Kailroad  companies,  necessarily 
controlled  by  individuals. 

4.  The  State,  as  owner  of  the  canals,  can  always 


afford  to  keep  the  price  of  transit  and  the  conseq 
burthen  of  commerce,  at  a rate  far  below  the  eha 
necessary  to  satisfy  a private  company. 

5.  The  canals  now  furnish  a constant  and  honor 
employment  to  many  thousands  of  independent  citij 
who  do  not  desire  or  deserve  to  he  reduced  to  the 
dition  of  hired  servants  or  mere  machines  of  a sou 
corporation. 

6.  The  main  trunk  lines,  connecting  the  Ocean  i 
the  Lakes,  are  of  transcendant  and  ever-enduring 
portance  to  the  State,  in  its  highest  continental  relat 
— enab  ing  it  for  all  fm are  time  to  regulate  and  cor 
its  vast  and  all  but  illimitable  commerce  with  the  St 
of  the  interior. 

7.  The  exclusive  ownership  and  management  b 
private  corporation,  of  a system  of  public  works  so 
tensive,  penetrating  and  pervading  nearly  every  disk 
of  the  State,  would  most  unwisely  and  unjustly  com 
trate  in  the  hands  of  a favored  combination,  a polii 
power  wholly  at  war  with  our  republican  institut 
and  habits,  dangerous  to  our  political  virtue,  and  utt 
degrading  to  our  public  character.  I have  not  the  i 
to  elaborate  any  of  these  propositions,  but  must  con 
myself  to  a brief  summary  of  fac's,  bearing  on  som 
them,  and  drawn  from  put.lic  documents  of  unquest 
able  authority.  It  has  become  necessary  thus  to 
hibit  them,  to  expose  the  singular  ignorance  and  infi 
ation,  if  nothing  worse,  which  has  recently  indu 
several  of  our  public  journals  to  assert  that  the  cai 
have  lost  their  value  and  importance  as  channel! 
trade — that  they  have  become  “ob-olete” — that  t 
“ have  had  their  day  ” — -and  finally  “ have  outlived  tl 
usefulness” 

The  fundamental  error  of  these  assailants  lies  in 
suming  that  all  the  products  of  our  varied  industry 
quire  to  be  carried  to  market  at  railroad  rates  of  sp< 
In  one  of  the  most  elaborate  of  these  assaults,  the  cat 
are  flippantly  denounced  as  unfit  " for  an  age  so/a-i 
ours , forgetting  that,  while  per  ons  may  be  “ fast,” 
great  bulk  of  their  property  may  snd  must  be  “slo 
Very  possibly  it  may  be  vital,  as  it  certainly  is  chai 
teristic,  for  a live  American  to  hurry  his  person  at  ri 
horse  speed  across  the  continent ; but  it  certainly  is 
vital,  nor  in  any  respect  necessary  or  expedient,  thu 
hurry  his  fuel,  his  timber,  his  building  material, 
food,  nor  any  very  large  proportion  of  his  mercham 
or  manufactures.  We,  therefore,  meet  the  difficult] 
the  threshold,  by  asserting  that  no  considerable  amo 
of  these  commodities  requires  anything  approachinf 
railroad  speed,  or  any  rate  of  movement  exceeding  t 
now  attained  on  the  canals. 

The  superficial  observers  who  have  undertaken 
pronounce  on  this  subject,  evidently  have  been  mis 
by  the  sound  and  glitter  and  external  display  of  stren 
and  speed  by  the  railway,  and  have  wholly  overlool 
or  forgotten  the  ceaseless  and  silent  but  enorm'l 
achievements  of  the  Canals,  noiselessly  hut  unfailin  | 
i working  at  their  side.  Enslaved  by  their  single  id  I 
they  seem  to  suppose  that  because  a railroad  is  valua 
' for  certain  purposes,  a canal  is  valuable  for  none ; t 
the  two  modes  of  transport  cannot  co-exist,  but  that  ( 

I must  necessarily  destroy  or  swallow  up  the  other.  ll 
slightest  acquaintance  with  the  facts  would  teach  th 
that  each  of  these  organs  of  commerce  has  its  approf 
ate  sphere;  that  both  are  equally  needed  by  a comm 
J cinl  community — the  one  for  speed,  the  other  for  eci 
; omy;  that  they  may  be,  and  should  be,  barmoniou 
and  profitably  worked  together ; even  as  the  wise  a 
thrifty  farmer  works  alike  hishorse  and  his  ox — each 
| them  kindly,  but  each  in  its  proper  line  of  labor. 

We  need  but  to  look  at  the  canal  sand  rail  ways  in  i 
and  other  States,  to  see  how  advantageously  they  m 
work  together.  In  New  Jersey,  the  Karitan  Canal,  n 
withstanding  the  level  railroad  at  its  side,  transports! 
only  heavy  commodities,  but  by  its  steam  vessels  shai 
largely  in'carrying  light  merchandise.  In  Pennsyli 
nia,  the  Schuylkill  Canal,  in  spite  of  the  disastrous  floe 
to  which  its  river-bed  is  subject,  has  been  steadily  gai 
ing  for  the  last  three  years  on  the  Beading  Kailroad 
its  side.  The  tonnage  on  the  canal  gradually  inereas 
from  1,105,000  tons,  in  1855,  to  1,324,000  tons,  in  185 
while  on  the  other  hand,  the  tonnage  of  the  railwi 
during  that  period  steadily  declined  from  2,213.000  toi 
in  1855,  to  1,542,000  tons,  in  1S5S. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  now  carries  ann 
ally  1,300,000  tons.  Its  intelligent  officers  declare  thi 
notwithstanding  their  canal  is  navigable  only  sevi 
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hs  in  the  year,  nothing  could  induce  them  to  ex- 
ge  it  for  a railroad. 

e old  canal  of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  “the 
£r  of  the  Inland  Navigation  of  England,”  is  at  this 
ent  successfully  and  triumphantly  competing  with 
aodern  railways  in  its  vicinity,  for  the  transporta- 
aot  only  of  coal  and  bulky  products,  but  of  the  light 
fes  of  the  workshops  of  Manchester, 
der  the  present  Imperial  government,  a splendid 
pi  of  railways  overspreads  the  surface  of  France  ; 
levertheless  the  transportation  on  its  canals  and 
ilized”  rivers  is  steadily  increasing, 
t why  resort  to  examples  beyond  our  borders,  while 
wn  great  and  unequaled  canals  are  under  our  very 
telling  their  own  story?  The  most  hasty  glance 
dr  official  tables  will  suffice  to  expose  the  rashness, 
>lly,  the  superlative  absurdity,  if  not  the  wicked- 
>f  the  assertion  that  our  canals  are  unlit  tor  the 
nd  have  outlived  their  usefulness ; and  the  singu- 
esumption  of  the  claim  that  rival  railroads  have 
, or  are  able  to  take  their  place.  To  those  who 
uber  the  wide-spread  renown  which  they  won  lor 
tate  throughout  the  civilized  world,  it  is  equally 
icholy  and  alarming -to  find  respectable  journals, 
whose  well-disposed  and  patriotic  conductors  bet- 
ings  were  expected,  willing  to  depreciate  them  as 
ined  hereafter  to  occupy  but  a subordinate  place 
r State  legislation.” 

>r,  look,  if  only  for  a moment,  at  the  facts. — Eight 
have  now  elapsed  since  the  Central  Railroad  was 
tted  by  law  to  carry  freight  in  competition  with 
anal.  Possessing  ample  pecuniar}'  means,  and 
ed  by  permanent  officers  of  eminent  energy  and 
ience,  they  have  spared  no  expense  in  putting 
road  and  its  machinery  in  perfect  order.  The 
on  the  contrary,  has  been  struggling  through  all 
•eriod  with  the  difficulties  and  delays  of  an  un- 
ed  work,  so  that  it  has  never  enjoyed  the  full 
ire  of  its  capacity  or  efficiency;  and  nevertheless, 
ill  these  disadvantages,  the  incomplete  canal  car- 
>f  a total  tonnage  of  4,430,000  tons  in  1S5S,  no  less 
5,665,000  tons,  being  more  than  Jive-sixths  of  the 
; while  the  completed  railroad,  enjoying  all  its 
tages  and  powers,  was  able  to  carry  but  765,000 
>r  less  than  (me-sixth . 

is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  the  railroad  com- 
in  its  efforts  to  rival  and  cripple  the  canal,  should 
reduced  their  charges  to  a point  rendering  it 
ary  for  the  State  prematurely  and  unduly  to 
} its  rate  of  tolls.— The  reduction  has  greatly  ag- 
ed the  loss  on  the  765,000  tons  diverted  to  the 
ul,  by  adding  to  it  a much  larger  loss  on  the  3,665, 
ns  retained  on  the  canal.  The  loss  of  toll  on  the 
) tons  probably  did  not  much  exceed  $500,000 ; 
e loss  on  the  3,665,000  tons  has  fallen  but  little 
>f  $1,500,000.  But  for  the  permission  to  the  rail- 
) carry  freight,  the  canal  tolls  might  easily  have 
nade  to  yield  from  three  to  four  millions,  without 
ice  to  the  commerce  of  the  State — at  the  rates 
d in  1833,  the  amount  on  the  present  tonnage 
have  exceeded  five  millions ! It  was  a large  and 
act  for  the  Legislature  of  1851  to  foster  commerce 
cing  a rival  by  the  side  of  the  canal,  but  it  has 
oorly  requited  in  the  policy  which  has  thus  com- 
the  State  to  reduce  the  revenues  of  the  canal  to 
jsent  scanty  sum  of  $2,110,000. 
j analysis  of  the  tonnage  above  exhibited,  indi- 
nd  defines  with  sufficient  precision  the  portion 
in  search  of  high  speed  will  seek  the  railroad, 
lg  that  proportion  not  to  exceed  one-sixth  of  the 
In  fact  it  would  hardly  be  possible  for  a much 
proportion  to  bear  the  increased  expense  of  that 
of  conveyance.  The  published  returns  of  the 
d company  show  the  movement  of  their  765,000 
* be  equivalent  to  142,000,000  tons  moved  a single 
I For  that  movement  the  owners  of  the  property 
paid  to  the  railroad  company  $3,700,000,  being 
rate  of  2 66-100  cts.  per  ton  per  mile, 
the  other  hand,  the  movement  of  the  3,665,000 
> the  canals,  is  shown  by  the  Auditor's  report  to 
|i  valent  to  564,<'0o,000  tons  moved  a single  mile  ; 
ich  movement  the  owners  of  the  property  moved 
the  State  in  tolls,  $2,110,00u,  being  less  than  four 
|>er  ton  per  mile — and  to  the  carriers  owning  the 
ot  more  than  six  mills  in  addition — making  the 
st  not  exceeding  one  cent  per  ton  per  mile  for 
001’. 000  tons.  <>r  $5,640,000. 


Now,  what  would  have  been  the  result  to  the  owners 
of  the  property  carried,  if  this  whole  canal  movement  of 
564,000,000  tons  for  the  mile  had  been  diverted  to  the 
railway?  Would  or  could  the  company  have  charged 
any  less  rate  than  that  which  they  were  themselves  com- 
pelled to  impose  on  their  765,000  tons  to  earn  their  divi- 
dend? But  if  they  had  retained  those  rates,  being  at 
2 66-100  cents  per  mile,  it  would  have  cost  the  owners  of 
the  property  carried,  $14,100,000,  instead  of  the  $5,640,0(  0 
which  they  actually  paid, — leaving  a clear  saving  of  $8,- 

560.000  in  a single  year  by  using  the  “obsolete”  canal 
that  had  “lost  its  usefulness”  and  was  “unfit  for  the  age.” 

We  make  no  personal  complaint  of  the  individuals  that 
direct  the  affairs  of  the  railway  or  own  its  stock.  It  is 
natural  and  perhaps  commendable  for  them  to  strive  to 
aggrandize  and  enrich  to  the  utmost  the  immense  estate 
committed  to  their  care,  but  can  it  be  uncharitable  to 
imagine  them  willing  to  get  possession  of  the  Erie  canal, 
the  great  rival  channel  of  trade — the  vast  labor-saving 
machine,  which  thus  keeps  $8  650,000,  annually  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people  and  out  of  the  coffers  of  tne  Com- 
pany ? Cannot  the  tax-payers  of  the  State  perceive  that 
the  canal  is  the  only  power  adequate  to  keep  such  a rival 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation  ? and,  knowing  this,  will 
they  assist  in  destroying,  or  tolerate  others  in  destroying, 
this  mighty  safeguard  of  our  internal  trade,  or  in  parting 
with  this  palladium  of  our  commercial  freedom  ? 

It  will  of  course  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  $8,650,000, 
thus  saved  yearly,  is  destined  to  inevitably  increase,  with 
the  steady  and  irresistible  development  of  our  Western 
States.  The  canal  tonnage,  which  in  1838,  (when  the 
Legislature  decided  to  expedite  the  enlargement  by  bor- 
rowing money,)  was  but  1,333,000  tons,  steadily  and  gradu- 
ally increased,  according  to  the  ratio  then  predicted,  until 
it  reached,  in  185S,  3,665,000  tons — having  more  than 
doubled  in  twenty  years. 

No  good  reason  exists  or  can  be  imagined  why  it  should 
not  again  double  in  a like  period — nor  indeed  for  fixing 
any  definite  limit  to  its  growth.  We  see  how  little  the 
railway  has  really  abstracted,  after  eight  years  of  rivalry. 
It  is  not,  however,  impossible  that  the  demand  for  high 
speed,  and  especially  in  years  of  fluctuating  markets  and 
commercial  excitement,  may  occasionally  increase  the 
proportion  of  one-sixth  now  seeking  the  railways ; but, 
embracing  a series  of  years,  the  general  rate  of  growth  of 
canal  tonnage  will  not  probably  be  seriously  affected.  It 
is  possible,  indeed  probable,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
light  merchandise  may  require  railvi  ay  speed ; more  than 
half  of  it  has  already  done  so — reducing  the  amount  car- 
ried on  the  canal  from  488,000  tons  in  1853,  to  188,000 
tons  in  1S58.  If  the  whole  should  be  diverted,  neither 
the  loss  of  the  quantity  nor  the  toll  it  pays,  $156,000,  would 
very  materially  affect  the  result.  The  great  mass  of  the 
heavier  products  would  yet  remain.  The  products  of  the 
forest,  which  in  the  year  1853  yielded  1,821,000  tons  of 
which  444,000  tons  came  from  the  Western  States  and 
Canada,  would  remain  unaffected.  Some  additional  diver- 
sion might  be  made  of  vegetable  food,  and  yet  this  item, 
so  far  from  diminishing  under  the  railway  rivalry,  has 
absolutely  increased — having  been  1,279,000  tons  in  1858, 
against  1,213,000  tonsinlS52;  and  actually  exceeded  by 

187.000  tons  the  quantity  carried  in  1847,  the  year  of  the 
Irish  famine. 

These,  then,  are  some  of  the  prominent  facts  which 
may  occupy  the  attention  of  the  approaching  Conven- 
tion. Their  careful  consideration  will  doubtless  influ- 
ence more  or  less  their  action  on  the  momentous  ques- 
tions to  be  debated  there  and  elsewhere,  whether  it  will 
be  wiser  to  replenish  the  canal  revenues  (which  now 
require,  for  the  fiscal  purposes  of  the  State,  an  increase 
of  about  $1,500,000)  by  reimposing  tolls  on  the  Central 
Railroad,  or  by  raising  the  existing  rates  on  the  canal 
tonnage,  or  by  a direct  tax  on  the  whole  property  of  the 
State,  until  the  future  increase  of  the  Canal  Commerce 
shall  render  the  tax  unnecessary. 

It  has  not  been  my  object  or  wish  in  any  way  to  an- 
ticipate the  discussion  of  these  questions  in  the  Conven- 
tion, but  merely,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  to 
collect  and  furnish  facts  for  more  convenient  examina- 
tion. They  certainly  possess  a value  in  vindicating  the 
impoitance  of  the  canals,  as  a vital  and  indispensable 
organ  of  commerce,  and  the  paramount  necessity  of 
keeping  them  unfettered  and  within  the  public  control. 

The  examination  might  well  have  embraced  the  dan- 
gers and  evils  of  entrusting  such  a power  to  any  private 
company,  however  respectable  ; but  the  time  will  not 
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now  suffice,  and  that  portion  of  the  subject  must  be  re- 
served for  some  other  occasion. 

With  much  respect,  cordially  your  friend  and  fellow - 
citizen, 

Samuel  B.  Boggles. 

To  Messrs.  John  Allen,  George  R.  Babcock,  Henry 
O’Rielly,  Thomas  T.  Flagler,  and  others,  Delegates  to 
the  Canal  Convention. 

The  letter  was  applauded,  and  on  motion  it 
was  ordered  that  it  be  published  with  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  connection  with  the  letter  from  Mr.  Rug- 
gles,  there  was  also  read  the  following: 

Letter  from  Ex-Governor  Bouck,  in  favor  of  tiie 
Canal  Enlargement. 

Fulton,  Sooiiarie  County,  ) 
March  10.  1840.  f 

Dear  Sir: — I intended  to  have  a personal  interview 
with  you  before  I left  the  city  of  Albany,  but  your 
absence  prevented  me. 

I desired  to  express  to  you  the  gratification  I feel  in 
having  succeeded  in  obtaining  your  favorable  opinion  of 
my  official  conduct,  and  to  return  to  you  my  thanks  for 
the  interest  you  have  taken  to  serve  me. 

You  have  my  entire  confidence,  and  I should  have 
taken  pleasure  in  associating  with  you  in  the  Cana)  Com-  1 
mission. 

The  confidence  I have  expressed,  I flatter  myself  to 
believe  is  mutual : our  views  could,  I think,  have  easily 
been  made  to  harmonize — the  position  we  occupy  in 
relation  to  our  respective  political  parties  would  have 
placed  us  in  an  attitude  that,  by  combining  our  exertions, 
we  would  have  rendered  the  public  some  service.  We 
could,  to  some  extent  at  least,  have  obviated  the  influ- 
ence of  the  party  violence  of  the  day  on  the  public  work, 
which  is  decidedly  the  largest  interest  of  tlie  State. 

You  are,  1 know,  the  frieDd  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the 
great  improvement  now  in  progress.  Upon  your  exer- 
tions will  in  a great  measure  depend  its  future  success; 
and  you  will  allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that  this  great 
work  will  not  be  marred  in  its  excellence  and  efficiency 
for  minor  considerations  of  any  sort. 

We  should  always  keep  in  view,  when  reflecting  on 
this  subject,  that  it  is  a work  which  is  to  endure  for 
generations  yet  unborn,  and  that  its  usefulness  will  be 
more  and  more  apparent  as  time  advances. 

I may  be  thought  extravagant  qn  this  subject.  Its 
magnitude  has  sometimes  induced  an  effort  to  persuade 
myself  to  believe  that  I might  be  mistaken;  but  in  this 
I have  met  with  no  success.  Whenever  I have  reflected 
on  its  future  importance,  I have  failed  in  the  attempt  to 
comprehend  the  extent  of  its  usefulness. 

You  now  stand  at  the  head  of  this  great  measure ; your 
position  requires  no  ordinary  firmness.  The  subject,  in 
my  opinion,  admits  of  no  compromise:  a retrograde 
movement  would  be  fatal  in  consequence:  such  an  error 
could  not  be  obviated.  It  is  better  to  stand  still  than  to 
make  a false  movement.  1 have  written  freely,  and  in 
confidence. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

t>  -r->  „ w.  c.  BOUCK. 

8.  B.  RuGGLES,  Esq., 

Canal  Com*r,  Albany. 

A Delegate. — Mr.  Chairman,  I would  sug- 
geat  that  Gen.  William  H.  Adams,  of  Lyons, 
be  requested  to  address  this  meeting.  I make 
this  request  at  this  particular  time  because  he 
is  somewhat  enfeebled  and  desires  to  go  home 
this  afternoon. 

SPEECH  OF  GEN.  ADAMS. 

There  are  several  reasons,  Mr.  President, 
why  I should  not  take  up  the  time  of  this  Con- 
vention. Perhaps  it  is  not  well  to  mention 
them,  and  thus  waste  the  little  time  that  I may 
be  indulged  with.  J 

The  importance  of  the  subject-matter  of  this 
Convention,  if  I understand  it  right,  is  such  as 


1 should  overcome  the  objections  and  hesitat 
j of  all  men  to  doing  whatever  they  can  to 
mote  this  object.  I understand  the  objec 
j this  meeting  to  be  to  save  to  the  State  of  1 
! York  a great  and  valuable  property — a g 
j and  valuable  inheritance,  I may  call  it — 
j at  the  same  time,  to  save  the  people  of 
State  of  New  York  from  a very  great 
greivous  taxation,  which  they  will  not  esi 
unless  they  adopt  the  measures  which  1 
been  indicated,  as  I understand,  by  those 
have  been  concerned  in  getting  up  this  (j 
vention. 

I remember  very  well  the  commencemei| 
the  Canal  policy  of  this  State.  I undoubt 
remember  farther  back  than  many  in  this 
vention  do.  I remember  the  time  when 
first  Commissioners  started  out  from  Albai 
go  through  the  Western  country,  then  ch 
a wilderness,  to  explore  it  with  a view  U 
termine  whether  or  not  there  could  be  nai 
tion.  I remember  very  well  the  legislatk 
1817,  and  the  public  sentiment  of  the  pe< 
and  the  policy  of  the  State  at  various  per 
and  the  party  conflicts  that  existed  in  reh 
to  it.  And  I remember  how  the  Canal,  v 
it  came  to  be  used,  won  upon  the  public  fi, 
and  was  established  as  a great  institution  o 
State.  We  can  all  of  us  remember  the 
when  the  Erie  Canal  produced  a very 
revenue ; at  the  same  time  that  it  incri 
the  real  estate  of  Western  New  York,  and 
ticularly  of  the  city  of  New  York  immer 
it  rewarded  the  labor  of  the  husbandm; 
at  least  a two-fold  degree.  (Applause.)  1 
was  a time,  before  the  year  1850  a little  u 
when  all  reasonable  men  supposed  tha 
revenues  that  would  he  derived  from 
Canal  would  complete  its  enlargement  an< 
to  the  people  of  the  State  all  its  indebtec 
and,  more  than  that,  would  furnish  the  l 
to  support  the  government  and  educati 
children  of  the  State.  These  were  reaso 
anticipations,  they  were  founded  upon 
and  figures,  and  nobody  doubted  that  the; 
suits  would  be  realized.  But,  Mr.  Presidi 
doubt  has  come  to  rest  upon  the  qu< 
whether  or  not  this  great  and  valuable 
tution  is  to  be  permitted  to  pay  its  debt 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  some  institute 
a set  of  men  who  have  interests  not  in  hi 
ny  with  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the! 
but  in  hostility  to  them.  It  had  fallen  p 
cally  into  the  hands  of  such  men,  who  are! 
it  along  on  the  downward  road  to  destru 
and  carrying  along  with  it  what  has 
regarded  as  the  best  inheritance  of  the  j 
of  the  State  of  New  York ; and  also  alon§ 
it  the  public  credit,  and  the  property  c 
people  to  an  immense  amount.  Look  i 
tolls  of  the  present  year  and  of  the  yeai 
and  any  year  previous,  and  then  look  i 
causes  that  have  produced  this  state  of  t 
and  look  a little  after  the  motives  which 
induced  the  action  of  that  class  or  set  of  j 
who  are  carrying  on  this  system  which  I 
about  these  results.  The  question  has  cc 
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it  has  come  to  the  people,  and  it  must  be 
'ered  by  the  people,  whether  or  not  this 
t property,  so  valuable  as  it  has  been  re- 
ed to  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York 
to  all  the  vast  domain  that  lies  west  of  us, 
be  saved  in  its  usefulness  and  in  its  value 
handmaid  to  the  industry  of  the  country 
as  a means  of  revenue  to  the  State.  We 
now  that  the  reason  of  the  depression  of 
interest  is  an  illegitimate  competition  of  a 
sal  corporation  which  has  been  created  by 
>eople  of  the  Stath  of  New  York — a cor- 
tion  established  by  degrees,  and  which  has 
, along  on  the  people  of  the  State  some- 
. as  the  fox  got  through  the  gate,  by  getting 
es  in  first.  It  got  first  one  corporation  and 
another,  and  then  another,  until  it  was 
/ to  become  consolidated  and  encompass 
phole  line  of  the  entire  State.  It  did  not 
st  ask  for  permission  to  come  in  competi- 
with  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
in  regard  to  the  transportation  of  prop- 
but  it  asked  for  the  privilege  of  carrying 
ns.  By  and  by,  it  asked  for  the  privilege 
crying  property  by  paying  tolls  to  the 
le  of  the  State ; ~nd  then,  upon  the  prorn- 
lat  it  would  be  just  and  right  toward  the 
4 it  induced  the  people  who  administered 
overnment  to  take  off  these  tolls  and  allow 
free  competition  with  the  Canal.  From 
las  followed  the  competition  which  is  ruin- 
le  Canal,  the  property  of  the  State,  and  the 
?rty  of  the  corporation  also.  (Applause.) 
good  can  come  from  a practical  false- 
No  permanent  good  can  result  to  a 
ie  or  to  a country  from  a practical  unve- 
j of  any  kind — from  falsehood  in  the 
action  of  business,  political  or  comrner- 
In  the  long  run,  mischief,  disaster,  pov- 
will  ensue  from  it.  It  is,  in  truth,  no 
to  a great  railroad  that  it  is  permitted  to 
property  through  this  State,  every  day, 
oss.  It  is  no  good  to  that  great  institu- 
considered  as  a whole,  and  taking  it  for 
iterest  of  all  the  stockholders,  to  be  al- 
I to  stand  in  a position  in  which  they  are 
icing  the  interest  of  themselves  or  some 
sers  of  their  corporation  every  day.  On 
ontrary,  while  inflicting  an  injury  upon 
eople  of  the  State  at  large,  it  is  inflicting 
at  injury  upon  themselves.  How  many 
■ads  are  worthless ! how  many  are  in  the 
tion  in  which  those  who  subscribed  and 
for  the  roads  are  never  to  expect  one 
y ! If  the  New  York  Central  Railroad 
tever  departed  from  the  just  principles  of 
iws  of  trade  in  the  carriage  of  property,  | 
lad  confined  themselves  constantly  to  j 
;ing  paying  prices  for  the  carriage  of  j 
it  through  the  State  of  New  York,  this  j 
’erence  with  the  Erie  canal  would  not  j 
(existed,  and  their  affairs  would  have  been  ! 
ich  better  condition  than  they  are  now.  i 
rone  of  my  business  or  yours,  iu  one  sense,  j 
her  they  are  paying  or  not.  I speak  only 
e policy  of  the  thing.  The  time  must  i 
, if  there  were  no  interruptions,  when  i 


they  would  be  compelled,  as  many  of  the  rail- 
roads have  already,  to  adopt  another  course  of 
things,  and  come  back  to  the  charging  of  liv- 
ing, paying  prices,  for  the  carriage  of  freight. 
But  if  we  were  to  wait  for  this  thing  to  occur 
of  itself,  what  would  become  of  the  Erie  Canal 
and  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  State  * 
What  will  become  of  the  seventy-five  millions 
of  dollars  that  the  people  must  pay,  either  by- 
restoring  their  Canal  to  usefulness  iu  a revenue 
point  of  view,  or  by  direct  taxation  ? What 
shall  we  do  ? and  what  is  the  object  of  this 
course  of  things  on  the  part  of  this  railroad  ? 
j What  do  they  want?  Have  there  been  any 
givings  out  or  indications  of  their  purposes — of 
what  they  want  ? Do  we  not  know  that  they 
intend  to  buy  this  Erie  Canal?  Do  we  not 
know  that  the  object  is  to  get  the  Erie  Canal 
into  a condition  in  which  the  people  shall  be 
so  tired  of  it,  because  the  subject  of  so  much 
fraud  and  speculation  among  contractors,  that 
it  can  be  purchased  by  this  mammoth  corpora- 
tion. (Applause.)  It  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  that  has  been  the  object  for  years.  About 
ten  years  ago,  or  little  less,  I met  in  the  capi- 
tal city  of  this  State  a gentleman  high  in  pub- 
lic confidence  and  much  in  public  employment, 
with  whom  I had  a conversation  as  to  the  in- 
tentions of  this  corporation  to  buy  out  the  Erie 
Canal.  After  stating  some  things  of  which  I 
knew,  as  evidences  that  such  purpose  existed 
on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  that  corporation,  I 
said  to  him  that  when  it  should  come  to  be  the 
case,  as  in  my  opinion  it  would,  that  the  same 
corporation  would  fix  the  price  of  carrying  ev- 
erything to  tide-water,  and  of  bringing  every- 
thing from  tide-water,  and  also  fix  the  time 
when  property  should  be  carried  one  way  or 
the  other,  and  when  lie  over,  at  pleasure,  so 
that  they  could  control  prices  and  markets  iu 
all  respects.  We  might  as  well  have  a king  at 
once  as  have  that  state  of  things.  (Applause.) 
What  do  you  think  be  said  in  reply  to  this? — 
for  the  remark  was  true  that  we  might  as  well 
have  a king.  Why,  with  a few  expressions 
such  as  a man  should  not  use  except  when  he 
attempts  to  create  a solemn  and  lasting  im- 
pression upon  the  hearer,  he  said,  “ A great 
deal  better,  because  then  we  should  have 
only  one  head  to  cut  off,  and  should  know 
where  to  find  it.”  (Great  applause.)  There 
is  much  more  sense  in  this  than  would  at  first 
strike  the  mind’s  eye.  We  might  better  have 
one  of  the  royal  dukes  of  Italy,  or  we  might 
better  have  the  autocrat  of  Russia,  to  govern 
us,  or  any  such  character  placed  over  the  des- 
tinies of  the  State  of  New  York,  than  to  have 
the  condition  of  things  iu  which  a corporation 
could  decide  the  price  of  every  article  you  con- 
sumed from  day  to  day ; decide  upon  the  price 
of  everything  you  have  to  sell ; and  also  de- 
cide the  time  when  it  should  come  to  market ; 
— because  then  we  should  have  but  one  head 
to  cut  off,  and  should  know  where  to  find  it. 
This  thing  is  going  on.  You  may  occasionally 
find  in  the  newspaper's  that  are  subsidized  by 
this  colossal  corporation  (and  those  in  that 
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condition  are  not  few),  some  outgivings  on  the 
subject  of  the  propriety  of  selling  out  the  Ca- 
nal. You  can  see  indications  of  it  from  day  to 
day,  if  you  will  observe.  Save  us  from  the 
sight  of  what  would  come  upon  us  shortly  after 
this  should  be  done,  when  the  people  should 
find  themselves  oppressed  and  worn  down,  as 
they  would  be,  by  having  such  a state  of  things 
in  regard  to  the  transportation  of  their  prop- 
erty. It  would  not  be  long  before  the  oppres- 
sion would  raise  such  a storm  of  indignation, 
such  a popular  tornado,  that  it  would  turn 
their  locomotives  into  chaff,  and  the  rails  upon 
their  roads  into  straws.  (Great  applause.) 
Save  us  from  what  awaits  us  if  this  thing  is  to 
go  on  in  the  regular  progress  it  has  been 
going. 

It  was  but  a little  while  ago  that  men  felt 
some  hesitation  about  having  it  known  that 
they  were  subsidised  by  the  railroad,  by  these 
free  tickets  which  carried  themselves  and  their 
families  from  year  to  year.  They  felt  a little 
modest  about  it — a little  as  though  they  wished 
to  conceal  the  disgrace  they  suffered ; but  now 
it  has  become  a very  bold  business.  Then  they 
felt,  as  it  might  be  imagined,  some  hapless  fe- 
male in  the  country  would,  who  has  suffered 
what  she  would  conceal ; but  now  it  is  the  bold- 
ness of  the  prostitute  on  the  street  corners  of 
your  cities.  (Applause.)  If  you  could  question 
the  members  of  the  legislature  of  years  gone 
by,  and  find  among  them  men  who  have  not 
accepted  free  tickets  from  the  railroads,  I should 
declare  to  you,  I should  like  to  see  them  to- 
gether and  see  how  many  there  would  be,  and 
then  I should  like  their  daguerreotypes. 
(Laughter  and  applause.)  Now  this  thing  is 
not  thought  to  be  very  disgraceful — not  very 
much  out  of  the  way ; but  let  me  show  you  the 
deficit,  iu  the  Canal  revenues,  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars ; let  me  show  to  gentlemen 
the  great  debt  that  is  rolling  up  against  this 
State  in  consequence  of  it ; let  me  show  gentle- 
men the  fact  that  the  city  of  Rochester  pays 
more  for  carrying  the  produce  of  its  industry, 
of  its  mills,  to  the  city  of  New  York,  than  is 
paid  for  carrying  freight  a great  deal  farther, 
This  is  an  unnatural  state  of  things.  This  is 
what  Thomas  Carlyle  would  call  a practical  un- 
veracity in  business,  in  commercial  affairs.  (Ap- 
plause.) Although  its  progress  is  like  slow  con- 
sumption upon  the  credit,  honor,  and  property 
of  the  State,  yet  its  march  is  as  sure  as  the 
march  of  time;  it  is  as  sure  to  come  upon  us 
as  death  will  come,  unless  it  be  arrested.  How 
is  it  to  be  arrested?  Mr.  President,  I will  not 
be  responsible  for  a connected  argument  upon 
this  subject,  because  I have  had  no  noiice  or 
expectation  that  I should  be  called  upon  to 
make  a speech  here ; but  I will  treat  the  topics 
as  they  occur  to  me  from  time  to  time,  with  the 
little  strength  I have  to  spend.  How  shall  this 
he  remedied  ? I have  seen  some  able  papers 
from  gentlemen,  prepared  last  year  in  the  Con- 
vention at  Syracuse.  I have  seen  considerable 
said  upon  this  subject  by  honest  men  in  our 
legislature  since  we  met  at  Syracuse ; and  I 


have  seen  that  the  effort  has  been  to  atten 
enlighten  the  public  and  call  public  atte 
to  this  matter.  Very  well,  how  many 
read  these  essays,  these  reports  of  your 
mittees  ? And  how  many  men  are  there 
can  act  in  an  efficient  way?  We  will  ei 
vor  to  pick  out  some  men  who  will  act  I 
upon  this  subject.  We  will  have  men 
belong  to  the  exceptions — who  do  not 
bribes  from  the  railroads.  We  will  have 
of  these  exceptions  when  we  come  to 
them.  I find,  in  conversing  with  gentl 
here,  that  they  expect  to  get  men  to  co 
themselves  after  their  party  has  nomii 
them,  and  that  in  this  way  we  will  have 
form  on  this  subject  in  our  legislature, 
will  vote  for  no  man  who  will  not  pledge 
self  to  act  right  upon  this  subject.  Vali 
as  an  office  in  the  Legislature  may  he, 
men  will  make  promises  to  secure  it,  wh 
they  fulfil  them  or  not.  Suppose  you  gc! 
mau  who  has  been  nominated  by  a caucv1 
tirely  in  the  control  of  the  railroad,  unde 
management  of  the  railroad,  and  ask  him 
he  will  vote  upon  this  question — wheth< 
will  vote  to  repeal  that  law  of  1851,  that 
unfortunate  act  that  ever  came  upon  the 
of  New  York,  that  most  desolating  act  p 
by  any  legislature  at  all — 1 mean  that  U 
the  tolls  off  the  railroad — and  he  will  prol 
tell  you  that  he  will.  Men,  in  such  cas 
have  had  reason  to  observe,  are  pretty  w: 
to  promise  for  votes.  They  are  in  the  c 
tion  of  men  who  have  strong  feelings ; 
blood  is  up ; their  passions  are  somewha 
cited  or  their  ambition  a good  deal  ex< 
and  they  will  promise  more  than  they 
quite  able  to  perform  after  gratification, 
natural ; it  is  consistent  witn  poor  humai 
ture,  that  after  the  attainment  of  the  objei 
which  the  promise  has  been  made,  met 
sometimes  not  quite  willing  to  pay  the 
But  there  may  be  some  arrangement  or 
by  which  men  will  be  committed  in  an< 
and  better  way.  The  question  is,  whethe 
subject  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  adopt 
other  or  better  plan  than  this.  Do  you  ex 
Mr.  President,  that  the  able  documents 
here  to-day,  and  the  able  reports  of  your 
mittees  to  come  out,  will  be  read  by  all 
people  of  the  State  in  the  first  place  ? 
you  expect  to  go  into  every  man’s  house 
read  and  explain  them,  and  impress  upon 
the  importance  of  the  subject?  If  you  do, 
afraid  you  will  he  disappointed.  I do  no 
pect  it  will  be  the  case.  I do  not  expect 
it  will  make  such  an  impression  upon  the 
lie  mind  that  you  will  get  a regeneratic 
our  legislature  through  these  means, 
got  to  be  done  by  other  means.  And  if 
worth  the  labor  and  trouble  of  taking 
means  to  save  this  great  debt  of  the  Sta 
New  York — this  great  inheritance,  the 
ever  owned  by  any  State  in  the  Union- 
best  that  we  can  imagine  will  be  owned  by 
State  in  this  Union, — we  have  got  to 
these  means.  Now,  what  are  these  me 
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b appeared  to  me,  and  I would  throw  it 
(,s  a mere  suggestion,  that  it  is  worth 
for  us,  in  disregard  of  the  machinery  of 
(ditical  parties  that  exist  at  this  time,  to 
; > this  subject  as  that  to  which  we  must 
jour  attention  in  the  election  which  we 
approaching.  (Applause.)  I would  set 
e banner,  I would  call  upon  the  people  of 
cate  to  come  out  and  take  care  of  their  in- 
, s.  I would  call  upon  them  to  come  out  and 
et  their  farms,  their  shops,  their  capital, 

, property,  from  the  great  taxation  that  is 
, xding  over  them.  I would  call  upon  them 
n store  that  system  of  transportation,  to  re- 
the  Erie  Canal  to  the  condition  in  which 
;ht  to  be,  and  so  bring  back  the  means  of 
lg  off  the  debts  and  carrying  on  the  gov- 
ent  and  educating  the  children  of  the 
. This  can  be  done,  and  in  this  way  you 
iring  this  subject  home  to  the  knowledge 
e people  everywhere.  I tell  you,  Mr. 
dent,  that  the  people  are  with  you.  I 
you  the  people  of  the  towns  and 
. everywhere  are  with  you  on  this  subject, 
are  not  in  love  with  this  new  government 
ip  over  them ; they  are  not  in  love  with 
rower  which  stands  behind  your  legisla- 
which  is  around  it,  embracing  it  in  every 
ion  in  which  it  stands.  They  are  not  in 
r of  it.  They  would  be  glad  to  see  men 
x who  would  put  all  this  matter  right  upon 
doting  it  ought  to  be,  and  restore  them  to 
■ credit  and  their  property.  How  would 
do  it?  Sir,  I would  have  this  Convention 
forth  a recommendation  to  every  assem- 
iistrict  and  every  senatorial  district  in  the 
i,  that  they  should  nominate  a ticket  for 
purpose  of  setting  the  legislature  right  on 
subject.  (Applause.)  Call  it  by  some  suit- 
name.  Let  your  committee  select  for  it 
proper  name.  Then  call  upon  the  people 
,-ery  assembly  and  senatorial  district  and 
le  State  Convention,  to  nominate  persons 
are  on  this  subject  with  you,  and  for  the 
ing  purpose  of  setting  the  legislature  of 
State  of  New  York  right  upon  this  subject, 
word  for  it,  if  you  get  men  of  honesty,  in- 
jndent  and  intelligent  enough  to  do  this 
k,  you  will  find  them  fitted  for  the  other 
slation  you  want  there.  (Applause.) 

[ have  been  more  or  less  concerned  with  po- 
al  parties  all  my  life.  I believe  I am  the 
. anti-slavery  man  in  "Western  New  York, 
ugh  I do  not  mean  to  talk  politics  here,  I 
not  going  to  give  up  my  principles ; I am 
going  to  run  counter  to  the  doctrines  of 
dom  which  have  been  my  leading  star  all 
days.  Nothing  of  the  kind.  I am  not 
ig  to  give  up  my  abhorrence  of  the  revival 
;he  slave  trade,  or  of  the  extension  of  sla- 
y.  I am  not  going  to  waive  any  of  these 
istions,  nor  have  any  new  quarrel  with  those 
o differ  from  me  upon  these  subjects.  I am 
ng  to  be  just  as  courteous  with  them  as  I 
re  always  been.  But  here  is  a great  matter 
in  which  our  homestead  depends — going  to 
• foundation  of  great  State  interests.  We 


are  to  have  our  homes,  our  property,  left  free 
from  taxation  by  a return  to  the  proper  policy 
upon  this  subject,  or  wre  are  going  in  the  down 
ward  road.  Now,  we  can  do  all  our  other  po 
litical  duties  as  well,  and  better,  by  making 
this  a great  and  leading  question  at  our  elec- 
tions, and  we  can  be  sure  that  we  can  set  this 
matter  right.  (Applause.) 

Sir,  we  owe  this  to  the  men  who  contrived 
this  great  improvement,  this  greatest  of  all  the 
works  that  North  America  has  seen.  We  owe 
it  to  Washington,  to  whom  the  first  thought 
of  this  connection  of  the  Atlantic  with  the 
Western  lakes  occurred.  We  owe  it  to  all  the 
men  who  have  labored  in  it  from  time  to  time. 
We  owe  it  to  the  men  of  1817-18-19,  who  sub- 
mitted to  a vote  of  a local  tax  on  property  to 
the  extent  of  twenty  miles  each  way  from  the 
Canal,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest 
on  the  loans  to  make  the  Canal.  We  owe  it 
to  the  patriotic  men  of  those  days.  We  owe 
it  to  their  memories,  to  take  measures  to  pro- 
tect the  labor  of  their  hands  from  the  ruthless 
destruction  which  awaits  it  at  the  hands  of 
this  strong  corporation.  (Applause.)  We  owe 
it  to  ourselves,  to  save  it  from  entirely  unneces- 
sary taxation  for  the  payment  of  those  debts. 
We  owe  it  to  those  who  are  to  come  after  us, 
to  take  the  right,  the  honest,  the  efficient  mea- 
sures to  restore  this  great  inheritance  to  its 
pristine  value  and  standard,  and  to  save  the 
property  which  is  to  go  down  into  their  hands 
from  the  taxation  which  would  await  them  if 
that  is  not  done. 

I am  aware  that  I owe  many  thanks  for  the 
indulgence  as  well  as  kindness  in  calling  me 
up.  If  these  thoughts  shall  be  of  any  use,  I 
shall  be  fully  paid.  It  is  very  plain,  Mr. 
President,  it  is  as  plain  as  light,  that  this  grand 
interest  is  on  the  way  to  certain  destruction. 
Destruction  dogs  it  at  its  heels  already.  It  is 
very  plain  that  it  is  to  be  saved  only  by  cor- 
recting the  mistaken  legislation  which  has 
brought  it  into  this  condition  ; and  it  is  per- 
fectly plain  that  we  can  not  expect  reform  in 
this  by  the  ordinary  course  ; for  I tell  you, 
Sir,  that  the  party  machinery  of  the  different 
political  parties  of  this  State  is  in  the  hands  of 
that  corporation  (applause) ; and  you  may  just 
as  well  attempt  to  pull  down  the  pillars  of 
heaven  as  to  get  anybody  nominated  or  get 
anything  done  that  is  not  sanctioned  by  the 
agents  of  that  great  corporation.  They  have 
come  up  into  your  houses ; they  are  in  your 
bedchambers,  and  in  your  kneading-trough?, 
politically  speaking.  (Laughter.)  Having 
your  eyes  open,  and  your  ears  open,  and 
minds  honest,  and  having  the  knowledge  of 
this  subject,  have  you  the  inducements  and 
will  to  take  a course  upon  this  subject  which 
shall  bring  back  the  State  of  New  York  to  it? 
prosperity,  its  government  to  the  position  of 
honor  and  dignity  which  properly  belong  to  it. 
(Great  applause.) 

The  Business  Committee  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  through  S.  B.  Hunt,  Esq. : 

> 1.  Resolved , That  this  Convention  reaffirms  and  in- 
dorses the  series  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Canal 
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Convention,  held  at  Syracuse  on  the  28th  and  29th  days 
of  December,  1858. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  systematic  depreciation  of  the 
value  of  the  Canals;  the  embarrassments  thrown  in  the 
way  of  their  practical  operation ; and  the  recent  public 
expression  of  a foregone  purpose  to  that  end,  render  it 
evident  that  a scheme  is  already  matured  to  take  them 
out  of  the  field  of  competition,  by  transferring  them  to 
the  control  of  a corporate  monopoly,  before  which  the 
interests  of  the  people  will  be  defenseless. 

8.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  efforts  thus  making 
to  deprive  the  people  of  a property  in  itself  imperial,  and  j 
the  incidental  benefits  or  which  far  exceed  in  value  j 
any  revenue  which  it  may  afford  to  the  State,  the  Canal 
question  becomes  the  paramount  issue  in  the  State  elec-  j 
tion  to  he  held  in  November  next,  overriding  all  obiiga-  | 
tions  of  party,  and  demanding  from  the  friends  of  the  | 
public  works  a careful  scrutiny  of  the  antecedents  and  l 
relations  of  candidates  for  office. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  to  the  end  that  united  action  on  the  | 
part  of  the  friends  of  the  Canals  may  be  secured,  we 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a State  Central  Com- 
mittee of  Ten,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  with  power 
to  call  State  Conventions. 

Mr.  O’Rielly  suggested  that  the  resolutions 
be  read  seriatim. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Bascom  : 

1 shall  say  but  a few  words  in  behalf  of  so 
general  a proposition  as  the  one  just  read. 
The  Convention  being  able  now  to  know  what 
was  the  action  of  the  Convention  last  fall,  are 
prepared  to  vote  upon  this  without  much  dis- 
cussion. Those  measures  were  approved  by  a 
large  Convention.  This  Con  vention  was  called 
by  a State  Committee,  which  could  not  do  • 
otherwise,  if  they  called  a Convention  at  all, 
than  to  ratify  those  proceedings.  It  did  not 
seem  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee, to  make  any  modifications  of  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  at  that  Convention.  Hence,  we 
have  little  opportunity  for  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  general  measures ; and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Convention  is  rather  to  provide  for 
giving  f orce  and  effect  to  the  measures  resolved 
upon  at  Syracuse  last  fall,  than  for  the  purpose 
of  initiating  any  new  measures.  I trust  that 
these  propositions  will  be  acceded  to  by  the 
judgment  of  every  individual.  Certainly  they 
were  well  considered  then ; and  certainly,  if 
understood  here,  they  cannot  fail  to  meet  the 
general  acceptance  of  this  Convention.  They 
present  subjects  of  importance.  One  is  in  re- 
lation to  pro-rating  of  freight  (which  will  be 
elaborated  by  and  by) ; the  second  relates  to 
the  propriety  of  reimposing  tolls  upon  the  sev- 
eral railroad  companies  whose  original  char- 
ters inhibited  them  from  carrying  freight  at 
all,  or  only  upon  the  condition  of  paying  toll, 
and  of  bringing  them  all  back  to  the  regulation 
of  1847,  which  permitted  them  to  carry  freight, 
but  required  them  to  pay  the  same  toll  as 
would  have  been  charged  upon  the  Canal,  had 
the  freight  gone  in  that  channel.  It  was  be- 
lieved at  Syracuse,  and  by  your  Committee 
here,  that  it  was  the  fatal  blunder  iu  1851 
from  which  are  all  the  evil  results  which  we 
are  here  to-day  to  regret  and  rectify  if  possi- 
ble. The  Committee  propose  that  you  ap- 
prove of  the  action  of  the  Syracuse  Conven- 


tion in  respect  to  that.  Another  propo:  A 
one  which  deserves  your  careful  consider  r 
is,  whether  this  too-frequent  practice  o \ 
road  corporations  of  giving  free  passes  t t 
cial  men  should  not  be  stopped  by  law.  u 
people  of  this  State  certainly  have  a rij  ;s 
regulate  the  conduct  of  official  men  plac  it' 
power  by  themselves;  and  they  have  a it 
to  say  to  the  office-holder  who  accepts  a j ti 
trust.  You  shall  not  receive  compensation  W 
anybody  beyond  wliat  your  masters  pleai  nii 
give  you.  If  the  railroad  companies  chof  s ■ 
give  free  passes  to  clergymen,  and  those  if 
ted  to  benevolent  works,  very  well ; but  i i# 
agent  whom  we  clothe  with  official  power  llj 
have  a right  to  require  fidelity  of  trust.  1 *' 
plause.)  It  certainly  struck  me  as  just'  - 
proper  to  bring  hack  this  great  business!  ® 
cern  to  its  legitimate  business  in  the  St,  ll 
New  York.  And  here  let  me  refer  to  ,J ' 
| has  occurred  within  a few  days  to  show  ' 
j this  power  does  not  intend  to  confine  its*1  ^ 
the  State  of  New  York.  It  seems  to  say,1  it! 

“ No  pont-up  State  confines  our  powers, 

But  the  whole  boundless  continent  is  ours.’  J * 

At  Niagara  Falls  a proposition  was  su  ^ 
ted  to  the  New  York  Central  manager 
other  roads,  for  an  increase  of  freight-cha  , 
which  was  assented  to  by  the  Central  n 
gers,  “ provided  the  Western  railroads  % 
protect  them  against  the  Canal  by  arbitrary 
for  canal  freights ; ” — claiming  the  right 
only  to  discriminate  in  freight  rates  bet 
ourselves  and  the  people  of  the  West, 
claiming  also  that  their  Western  connec 
shall  discriminate  in  like  manner,  and 
they,  too,  shall  make  war  upon  our  ca! 
The  appetite  of  these  Caesars  and  Alexai 
will  be  satiated  by  no  success. 

A Delegate.— I see  a Senator  here  who1 
a member  of  the  last  Legislature.  I 
Geo.  R.  Babcock  will  address  the  conven 
(Applause.) 

SPEECH  OF  IION.  GEORGE  R.  BABCOCK,  C 
BUFFALO. 

Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  of  the  ( 
vention  : — I certainly  ought  to  make  an  apo 
for  trespassing  upon  your  time  upon  this  c 
sion,  when  there  are  so  many  persons  pre 
of  experience  and  ability,  who  I believe  si 
ready  to  speak  when  it  is  necessary, 
certainly  did  not  come  here  with  any  in 
tion  of  occupying  the  time  of  this  Convent 
with  any  remarks  I might  make,  one  sit 
moment ; but  you  have  flatteringly  ca 
upon  me,  and,  as  I never  shirk  from 
duty  devolved  upon  me,  I respond  accon 
to  the  ability  I have.  This,  in  my  viet 
one  of  the  most  important  meetings  ever  ■ 
vened  in  the  State  of  New  York.  This  i 
seem  extravagant.  I am  aware  that  just 
fore  election  it  is  very  common  to  make 
peals  to  the  people,  and  to  say,  Now  is 
time  for  action,  and  you  must  all  turn 
I and  go  to  the  polls.  But  it  is  no  figurii 
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' i to  say  that  the  property,  if  not  the 
r,  of  this  State  is  in  actual  danger.  Most 
: « recollect  the  time,  not  very  remote, 

1 this  whole  nation,  not  the  State  of  New 
alone,  but  the  whole  United  States,  was 
! rij  lsed  from  one  end  to  the  other — when 
at  rtire  national  and  State  politics  of  every 
a in  the  Union,  turned  upon  the  question 
[ithe  anticipated — for  to  a great  extent 
a ,vere  anticipated  and  not  real — evils  of  a 
« ration  of  $35,000,000.  President,  and  Gov- 
naot  s,  and  members  of  the  Legislature,  were 
upon  that  question  alone.  Its  influence 
i a and  felt  to  this  day.  Now,  what  have 
re  nly  one  of  this  immense  confederacy,  in 
;ate  of  New  York?  A corporation  with 
it  -s  far  exceeding  any  that  were  ever  given, 
s ith  an  influence  greater  in  the  State  of 
-5  York,  certainly,  than  this  corporation  to 
i I referred,  ever  exercised  in  any  State 
1 3 Union.  It  has  been  said  properly  upon 
loor  that  this  corporation  is  the  real  gov- 
v jnt  of  this  State.  I feel,  I know,  that  it 
It  has  more  actual  potent  power  than 
rnors  and  Legislatures,  for  it  makes  them, 
vhat  does  it  propose  to  do  ? We  have  the 
est  work  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
York  that  this  age,  I may  say  that  any 
has  ever  seen — I mean  the  Erie  canal,  this 
“ l contemned,  this  much  abused  Erie  canal, 
the  greatest  work  of  the  age;  it  has  pro- 
1 the  greatest  results  ; it  is  the  best  in- 
dent. But  great  as  it  is,  it  is  already 
.ght  to  the  auctioneer’s  block,  and  the 
te  of  the  State  must  face  taxation  to  the 


’mt  of  millions,  to  meet  a deficiency 
ih  is  entirely  unnecessary.  I believe  that 
; are  fifty  men  on  this  floor  to  whom  I 
d be  willing  to  entrust  the  administration 
le  canals  of  this  State,  upon  the  condition 
they  should  pay  off  the  entire  debt  of  the 
},  and  furnish  a large  surplus  revenue,  or 
uld  part  with  what  little  worldly  property 
ve  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  (Applause.) 

so  easy  of  accomplishment  as  this,  that 
ile  are  fifty  men  upon  this  floor  who  can 
this  work  single-handed  and  thus  admin- 
it,  there  is  yet  imminent  danger  that 
work  is  to  become  a burden  upon  the  peo- 
}f  the  State,  that  it  is  to  he  sacrificed,  and 
deficiencies  created  which  will  have  to 
Imet  by  taxation.  Now  why  is  this  so? 
ply  because  the  people  of  this  State  will 
or  cannot  exercise  the  means  which  they 
3 in  the  use  and  management  of  this  prop- 
There  is  no  occasion  for  any  diminution 
he  revenue ; no  occasion  for  any  fear  of 
petition  from  any  source  whatever.  We 
e the  means — can  we  use  them  ? That  de- 
ds  upon  the  people.  For,  this  overshadow- 
influence — which,  as  my  venerable  friend 
n Wayne  said,  commenced  years  ago  to 
reciate  this  work,  to  destroy  its  value,  to 
e the  people  of  this  State  sick  and  tired 
paying  taxes  to  be  put  into  the  treasury  to 
stolen  away,  so  that  it  can  pass  into  their 
ds — is  felt  in  our  Legislature,  among  our 


flic  officers,  and  there 


general,  well- 


founded  feeling  of  distrust  on  the  part  of  the 
people  in  regard  to  the  integrity  of  those  even 
who  profess  to  be  the  friends  of  the  canal. 
They  do  not  know,  when  they  elect  a man, 
how  he  is  going  to  act  when  he  gets  into  office. 
They  feel  no  confidence  that  the  pledges  are  to 
be  carried  out.  If  the  proposition  had  been 
sounded  in  my  ears  to  cede  Staten  Island  to 
the  King  of  France,  it  certainly  would  not 
have  struck  me  with  any  more  surprise  than 
the  proposition  to  sell  the  Erie  canal.  To 
whom  ? We  all  understand  perfectly  well  that 
there  is  but  one  power  that  can  buy  it,  and 
what  is  the  condition  of  the  people  of  this 
State  when  that  bargain  is  made  ? The  entire 
control,  virtually,  of  the  carrying  trade  of  this 
continent  is  in  their  hands.  Will  the  burdens 
of  the  people  be  lightened  by  reason  of  it  ? 
People  complain  of  paying  taxes  upon  their 
farms  to  meet  the  deficiencies  of  the  canal 
revenues.  Are  they  aware  that  they  are  pay- 
ing five  times  as  much  for  discriminations  made 
against  them  by  the  railroad,  and  in  favor  of 
the  farmer  of  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Illi- 
nois ? Are  they  aware  of  the  fact  that  when 
they  let  this  canal  go  out  of  their  hands  and 
into  the  hands  of  this  corporation,  they  are  to 
pay  live  or  ten  times  the  tax  they  do  now  ? 
The  march  of  this  corporation  toward  a power 
unrivalled  in  this  country  and  in  this  age  is 
instructive.  We  have  all  read  in  history  ol 
the  progress  of  the  East  India  Company.  It 
first  began  a little  corporation  of  merchants,  of 
traders,  in  getting  a little  piece  of  land  at  Fort 
William,  and  then  adding  another  and  another, 
until  finally  it  embraced  a population  of  a 
hundred  millions,  and  became  a sovereignty, 
and  made  war  and  peace,  and  had  its  armies 
and  navies  ; and  things  went  on  under  various 
renewals  of  its  charter,  until  finally  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  found  it  necessary  to  take 
from  it  all  political  power,  and  within  the  last 
two  years  it  has  ceased  to  exist  as  a political 
power.  Now,  is  there  virtue  and  intelligence 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this  State  to  take 
all  power  from  this  corporation,  which  began 
almost  as  small  at  first  as  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, with  the  incorporation  of  a railroad  from 
Schenectady  to  Albany,  then  from  Syracuse  to 
Utica,  and  so  on,  until  it  now  embraces  the 
whole  State,  yes,  and  other  States  ; for,  as  has 
been  well  observed,  the  commerce  of  this  noble 
chain  of  lakes  is  virtually  now  in  the  hands  of 
thi9  corporation.  If  you  will  go  with  me  to 
Buffalo,  you  can  find  a fleet  of  propellers  un- 
rivaled, owned  by  this  corporation.  This 
corporation,  with  no  legal  power  to  invest 
one  single  dollar  for  any  such  purpose,  has 
a fleet  of  more  than  twenty  steamers,  and 
by  reason  of  its  connection  with  roads  be- 
yond, it  is  the  favored  recipient  of  freights, 
and  having  the  control  of  the  road  at  this  end 
of  the  lake,  it  has  facilities  which  will  chal- 
lenge effectually  all  private  enterprise.  Lake 
Eiie  is  free  to  any  one  who  chooses  to  navigate 
it,  but  it  is  like  the  London  tavern — it  is  free  to 
those  who  can  pay  the  bill.  Now,  with  this 
corporation  of  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dol- 
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lars,  what  individual  can  compete  ? But  I was 
called  upon  this  stand  to  speak  particularly 
upon  one  of  these  resolutions  which  is  adopted 
in  the  first  resolution  ; I allude  to  the  one  re- 
imposing tolls  upon  the  railroads.  It  is  due 
to  me  in  candor  to  say  I have  been  opposed  to 
this  measure.  In  1851  I had  the  honor  of 
a seat  in  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  I have  opposed  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law,  and  I stand  on  record  as  op- 
posed to  it  in  every  form  and  shape  in  which 
it  came  up  (applause);  I thought  it  then  an  ex- 
tremely unwise  measure,  which  threatened  evil 
to  the  people  of  the  State  ; but  1 did  not  fore- 
see the  extent  of  it.  In  after  years  the  project 
of  reimposing  tolls  upon  railroads  was  agitated, 
and  having  confidence  in  the  Erie  Canal,  as 
enlarged,  of  competing  with  any  other  channels, 
though  I thought  it  unwise  to  take  them 
off,  seeing  they  were  off,  I would  not  go  for 
reimposing  them  again.  That  has  been  my 
sentiment  until  a recent  period  ; but  now  I 
would  say,  if  we  can  have  the  legislation 
which  any  private  individual  would  ask  if  he 
had  the  management  of  the  Erie  Canal,  that 
any  private  company  would  adopt  if  they 
owned  the  Erie  Canal  and  wished  to  manage 
it  in  the  most  profitable  manner, — let  the  rail- 
roads go  free  of  tolls.  I would  say  to  them 
then,  if  you  can  compete  with  the  Erie  Canal, 
you  may.  But  I fear  we  cannot  get  that.  I 
fear  that  it  is  necessary  to  carry  the  war  into 
Africa  (applause),  and  say  to  this  monster  cor- 
poration which  undertakes  to  dictate  how  the 
canals  and  all  the  finances  of  the  State  shall 
be  managed,  “ You  shall  go  back  to  your  origi- 
nal position.  You  took  your  charter  subject 
to  the  payment  of  these  tolls,  and  they  w'ere 
taken  off  by  fraud  and  corruption,  and  it  has 
operated  injuriously  to  the  interests  of  the 
State,  and  now  they  shall  be  put  back  again. 
You  have  been  here  and  undertaken  to  control 
all  the  legislation  of  the  State  of  New  York  in 
regard  to  canals.  ” I appeal  to  every  gentleman 
who  has  been  at  Albany  for  the  last  five  years 
advocating  any  measure  relating  to  the  Erie 
Canal  and  finances  of  the  State,  if  he  has  not 
found  the  railroad  influence,  the  railroad  mana- 
gers at  every  turn  and  step  he  took,  and  if 
they,  not  content  with  managing  their  own 
affairs,  do  not  stand  there  dictating  what 
measures  should  be  adopted  in  regard  to  canals 
— and  if  it  has  not  become  a proverb  in  the 
city  of  Albany  that  no  measure  relating  to  the 
Erie  Canal  can  be  passed  without  the  approba- 
tion of  the  railroad  interest.  This  is  an 
abominable  state  of  things  which  no  free  people 
ought  to  endure  for  a moment.  Pieference 
has  been  made  to  the  means  by  which  this 
thing  has  been  accomplished — free  passes,  etc. 
I am  not  hostile  to  railroads:  I think  them  a 
beneficent  institution  of  great  value  to  this 
State,  if  they  are  only  kept  in  their  place.  I 
do  not  complain  that  a railroad  sees  fit  to  issue 
passes  to  its  employees,  to  its  directors,  and  to 
persons  doing  business  with  it,  even  to  editors ; 
but  when  members  of  the  legislature  or  Canal 
Commissioners  receive  them,  it  is  upon  con- 


sideration expected  ; and  if  there  is  on  | 
has  been  one  who  has  not  held  a free  p:  j 
should  like  to  know  his  name. 

A Voice. — There  is  one,  Henry  Fitzhug  f 
Oswego.  ( Applause . ) 

Mr.  Babcock.— I am  rejoiced  to  hear  | 
know  Mr.  Fitzliugh  well  ; but  so  universe 
this  custom,  I did  not  expect  any  excep 
Is  there  a State  engineer  or  resident  engi) 
or  any  man  who  has  anything  to  do  with 
canal  who  does  not  hold  a free  pass  ? Ia] 
hend  that  this  inquiry  will  turn  up  a me 
list.  It  seems  to  be  a small  matter  to  be 
ing  about  this,  but  it  is  serious  in  its  efl, 
Why  is  it  we  cannot  get  the  Erie  Cana 
larged  ? Money  enough  has  been  appropr; 
for  this  purpose  ; and  if  you  take  the  re 
of  the  State  Engineer  it  would  seem  that; 
digging  is  all  done.  Still  what  do  you  1 
There  is  a rock  here,  there  is  a section  tl 
on  which  there  is  not  four  and  a half  fe 
water.  You  talk  about  seven  feet.  What : 
ters  it  if  the  greater  portion  of  the  canal 
a depth  of  seven  feet,  if  some  portions  ha' 
depth  of  only  four  or  five  feet  ? Is  not 
our  condition  now?  We  have  not  an  enla 
canal  ; and  although  the  State  paid  for  it 
have  not  got  five  and  a half  feet  of  water, 
very  little  energy,  a very  little  money,  a ■ 
little  honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose,  wi 
give  all  this.  In  the  hands  of  a private  co 
ration,  I venture  to  say,  that  with  the  ex 
tion  of  the  Cayuga  Marshes,  all  the  v 
would  be  done  in  thirty  days.  What  mon 
we  see  ? It  has  been  demonstrated  here  f 
competent  authority  (I  am  not  a forwar 
but  I am  well  certified  upon  this  subject)  ti 
for  an  expense  of  two  or  three  hundred  tl 
sand  dollars,  iron  gates  can  be  put  into 
locks  which  will  increase  the  capacity  at 
one-fifth.  I know  a responsible  party  who 
take  that  contract  and  give  security  to 
amount  of  a million  of  dollars  to  have  1 
done  the  first  of  May  next.  The  State  El 
neer  reports  that  it  can  be  done  in  two  y< 
at  an  expense  of  one  million  and  a quarte  j 
dollars.  Now,  is  it  not  wonderful  that  j 
canal  is  going  to  ruin  ? 

But  what  is  the  remedy  for  all  this  ? I i 
lieve  my  venerable  friend  from  Wayne  J 
pointed  out  the  only  true  course  here.  I ) 
lieve  that  it  is  idle  to  trust  to  the  exist  j| 
party  organizations  ; and  we  must  be  prepai, 
as  I am,  to  say  that  this  question  rises  abu 
all  party.  If  my  party  go  right  I go  w: 
them  ; if  not,  I go  against  them  on  this  qm 
tion  ; it  is  a question  of  bread  aDd  butter ;( 
is  of  more  consequence  to  me  and  the  peo 
of  this  State  than  who  shall  be  President 
1860.  I do  not  want  to  talk  about  Kansas  a 
slavery  extension,  but  I want  to  see  the  peo] 
of  New  York  free  on  this  question.  I shot! 
like  to  vote  for  a man  of  my  party,  if  I c 
find  out  where  that  party  is  (laughter),  buf 
want  to  vote  for  a man  who  is  right  upon  tl 
question.  This  is  the  paramount  questio 
and  if  the  people  of  this  State  who  pay  tax 
can  be  made  to  understand  it,  it  will  overri 
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lither  questions ; and  you  might  as  well 
to  the  man  in  the  moon  as  to  ask  them  to 
on  some  foreign  question . It  is  a matter  of 
jl  and  butter.  I go  for  this  this  year.  If 
lepend  upon  either  party  to  nominate  the 
men  for  Canal  Commissioners  or  State 
neer,  I am  afraid  you  will  be  disappointed. 
!ins  to  me  that  there  should  be  an  organi- 
n upon  this  question  from  one  end  of  the 
to  another.  This  does  not  concern 
ester,  Buffalo,  and  Oswego  alone  ; it  con- 
the  farmer  of  St.  Lawrence,  Oswego  and 
ten,  for  his  farm  is  mortgaged  for  this 
ion.  It  is  simply  a question  whether  the 
s which  are  in  our  hands  shall  be  used 
he  purpose  of  paying  off  this  debt,  or 
ler  it  shall  be  paid  by  direct  taxation  ; 
apprehend  there  is  nobody  that  proposes 
mdiate.  It  has  got  to  be  paid,  if  not  one 
then  in  another.  But  a great  many  of 
lends  say  you  cannot  carry  this  ; this 
ad  power  will  not  let  you.  Who  made 
ower  ? It  is  the  creature  of  the  State  ; 
ives  all  its  franchise  from  the  people  of 
tate,  and  on  the  theory  that  the  franchise 
je  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
State.  That  is  the  theory — what  is  the 
ce  ? The  farmer  of  Monroe,  or  Orleans, 
Kingston  county,  who  pays  a tax  on  his 
for  the  construction  of  these  works  (I 
not  only  the  Eric  Canal,  for  this  is  only 
the  system),  has  less  advantages  from 
at  a higher  price  than  the  farmer  in 
gau,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin.  This  is  a 
Those  very  farmers  who  created  this 
ration,  who  have  been  taxed  for  the 
ng  of  this  canal,  who  are  taxed  year 
year,  have  less  facilities  and  at  an  in- 
d price  beyond  the  farmer  of  Canada  and 
ates  west  of  us.  Is  this  right?  If  the 
i think  it  is,  let  them  go  on  and  pay 
—I  have  got  tired  of  it  myself— and  until 
pply  the  remedy,  they  have  got  to  pay 
for  there  is  no  repudiation  in  the  State 
w York,  I apprehend. 

'e  can  have  the  legislation  and  the  ad- 
;ration  of  the  canal,  which  an  intelligent 
e individual  would  apply  to  it,  all  this 
3me  to  an  end  at  once  ; there  is  no  neces- 
t any  direct  tax,  after  a few  years,  at  all 
> ",  for  say  what  you  will,  it  is  iu  the 
of  the  enlarged  Erie  Canal,  with  the 
' regulation  of  toll  to  defy  all  competi- 
I saw  yesterday  that  they  have  pro- 
in the  City  of  New  York,  to  sell  the 
because  it  is  an  old  fogy,  worn  out  insti- 
■ I was  somewhat  surprised  that  the 
bmmercial  paper  in  the  United  States — I 
to  Hunt’s  Merchants'  Magazine — and  in 
reat  City  of  New  York,  the  whole  of 
j.  above  Canal  Street,  has  been  built  up 
■ly  by  the  Erie  Canal,  should  have  pub- 
H such  a statement  as  that.  The  proposi- 
1)  go  and  fill  up  the  channel  of  Sandy 
■ because  compelled  to  he  at  some  ex- 
1 for  buoys  and  light-houses,  and  do  our 
■J'ss  around  Montauk  Point  and  through 
■rte,  would  he  far  more  reasonable.  We 
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can  do  our  business  around  Montauk  Point 
and  through  Hellgate,  and  so  they  can  with- 
out the  Erie  Canal  by  railroad  ; hut  they  can 
do  the  business  of  New  York  around  Montauk 
and  through  Hellgate  with  Sandy  Hook  chan- 
nel closed  up,  better  than  they  can  undertake 
to  control  this  western  business  with  New 
York,  without  the  Erie  Canal.  Yet  this  state- 
ment has  appeared  in  Hunt’s  Merchant’ s Maga- 
zine, and  I understand  in  the  Scientific  American 
with  approbation — a paper  that  has  a circula- 
tion of  30,000  copies.  Is  it  not  time  for  the 
people  to  wake  up  ? I do  not  think,  however, 
that  this  subject  will  be  taken  by  a snap-judg- 
ment ; fortunately  we  have  a constitution  in  the 
way.  A legislature  cannot  pass  a law  to  accom- 
plish this  evil,  in  one  session.  It  has  got  to  he 
discussed  ; it  must  go  before  the  people.  I ap- 
prehend it  will  be  sometime  before  it  can  be  ac- 
complished. But  in  the  meantime  the  revenues 
of  the  canal  may  be  destroyed  and  this  taxation 
continued  and  increased,  and  the  people  of  the 
State  subjected  to  very  great  burthens,  all  of 
which  I hold  to  be  entirely  unnecessary.  There 
are  men  upon  this  floor  who  can  furnish  data, 
facts,  figures,  statistics,  to  show  conclusively 
that  the  matter  of  revenue  can  he  just  about 
what  the  people  of  this  State  wish  to  have  it. 
I am  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  , 
although  as  I have  said  before, it  embraces  one 
which  until  recently  I have  not  been  in  favor 
of.  I do  not  know  that  there  is  any  remedy  ; 
I do  not  know  that  we  can  free  ourselves  of 
this  power  except  by  taking  hold  of  it  and  re- 
storing it  to  something  of  its  former  propor- 
tions. This  resolution  introduced  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Clapp,  is  eminently  proper.  There  is  no 
propriety  whatever  of  this  corporation  invest- 
ing one  single  dollar  in  anything  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State.  It  may  he  said,  it  has 
not.  It  is  true  you  may  go  to  the  custom  house 
and  you  will  find  that  these  propellers,  this 
enormous  fleet  entered,  not  in  the  name  of  the 
railroad  company,  but  in  the  name  of  one  of 
its  officers.  This  officer  issues  his  own  indi- 
vidual paper  to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  and  this  is  entered  upon 
the  hooks  of  the  Central  Railroad  Company, 
and  is  paid  at  Albany  by  this  corporation. 
This  is  a violation  of  its  charter,  and  with  an 
independent  legislature,  and  with  a Committee 
of  Inquiry  to  examine  into  this  thing,  it 
could  be  corrected  in  one  session.  It  is  crush- 
ing private  enterprise  ; it  is  an  interference 
with  the  right  of  private  capital ; it  is  build- 
ing up  what  the  people  of  this  country  have 
generally  on  former  occasions  shown  their 
dread  and  horror  of — a monstrous  corporation 
which  draws  to  itself  all  power  and  influence 
and  all  history  shows  what  will  he  the  resuli 
of  such  power  unchecked  by  the  people.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Me.  O’Rielly. — There  are  a number  of  gentle- 
men present  here  whom  it  will  afford  us  pleas- 
ure to  hear,  among  whom  I see  Judge  H.  G. 
Warner  of  this  city.  I hope  that  he  will  give 
us  his  views  upon  this  subject. 
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JUDGE  WARNER’S  SPEECH. 

Judge  Warner  then  responded  as  follows: 

Mr.  President : — I feel  very  much  embrarass- 
ed  in  undertaking  to  say  anything  upon  the 
subject  before  us.  I did  not  expect  to  utter  a 
single  word  in  this  convention — indeed,  I did 
not  suppose  until  within  a few  hours  that  I 
had  any  right  to  a seat  here ; but  as  it  is  a 
subject  of  so  much  importance  to  the  property- 
holders  and  commercial  interests  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  answer  any 
such  call  and  suggest  any  ideas  that  may  be  of 
benefit  to  us  here.  One  thing  is  certain  : not- 
withstanding the  millions  that  we  have,  by 
great  effort,  paid  towards  the  construction  of 
our  canals — the  greatest  system  of  internal  im- 
provements that  now  exists — we  have  inflicted 
upon  us  a debt  that  will  he,  within  a few 
months,  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  a 
mortgage,  not  only  upon  the  canals,  hut  upon 
all  our  property  ; for,  as  we  understand  it,  the 
State  of  New  York  will  never  repudiate  any  of 
her  debts.  It  has  come  to  this,  and  we  might 
as  well  say  now,  that  we  will  meet  the  diffi- 
culty at  once — that  we  will  have  to  sell  the 
canals  to  pay  the  mortgage  upon  them,  and 
then  we  shall  he  holden  for  the  balance,  nine- 
tenths  of  the  whole  ; or  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
adopt  measures  to  get  rid  of  this  incubus  now 
weighing  upon  us,  and  presenting  to  us  a pros- 
pect truly  disheartening.  If  I understand  the 
reports  of  the  Canal  Board  aright,  we  have 
more  to  pay  now  towards  the  construction  of 
these  canals  than  has  ever  been  paid  before. 
In  casting  about  us  to  see  how  we  can  arrange 
these  debts,  we  have  before  us  a mountain  that 
will  require  more  than  one  Hercules  to  re- 
move. It  has  been  a mournful  subject  to  me, 
though  in  public  I have  had  no  occasion  to 
speak  of  it,  that  we  have  had  weaving  over  us, 
— by  stealth  and  all  the  appliances  within  the 
power  of  that  monster  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking — a net-work  that  is  to  hind  us  eter- 
nally, unless  we  now  come  forth  and  burst  the 
cords.  (Applause.)  I should  have  risen  for 
no  consideration  other  than  this — because  I 
do  not  expect  to  enlighten  this  audience,  so 
well  informed,  upon  this  subject — to  exhort 
my  brethren  who  are  in  the  same  condition,  to 
action.  On  a memorable  occasion  a celebrated 
orator  said:  “Can  we  gather  strength  by  ir- 
resolution and  inaction  ? Shall  we  wait  until 
our  enemies  have  bound  us  hand  and  foot?’’ 
T would  not  indulge  in  any  language  of  recrimi- 
nation. It  is  no  matter  howwe  found  ourselves 
in  this  difficulty.  It  is  no  matter  whether  this 
or  that  politician,  this  or  that  party,  has 
brought  us  to  this  condition.  Here  we  are, 
with  thirty  millions  to  pay,  and  the  question 
is,  How  shall  we  pay  it  ? not,  Who  has  brought 
us  into  this  difficulty  '?  It  has  been  justly  re- 
marked by  several  gentlemen  in  substance,  that 
the  Central  Railroad  Company,  from  small 
beginnings,  by  insinuating  approaches  and  by 
the  small  appliances  that  have  been  made  use 
of  to  continue  their  influence,  have  brought  us 
into  this  condition.  Mr.  President,  if  the  Erie 


Canal,  or  the  canals  of  the  State  of  New  Y | 
are  to  pay  by  tolls  the  enormous  debt  tha  } 
now  resting  upon  us,  legislation  must  b(  j 
such  a character,  of  course,  as  to  deprive  c , 
panies,  individuals  and  all  men  of  the  righ  | 
compete  with  these  canals.  The  laws  will  t j 
to  restrict  all  individuals  and  corporations  f:  \ 
competition.  But  we  have  doubts  as  to  the  i | 
thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  Erie,  th  , 
the  Erie  Canal  were  now  enlarged  and  comp 
ed,  we  could  defy  all  competition,  because  j 
power  that  is  now  increasing  upon  us  woul 
so  great ; and  as  has  been  remarked,  hui 
nature  is  so  frail,  that  there  might  perhap 
sufficient  power  in  any  condition  in  which  ; 
might  put  the  canals,  to  bear  them  dowi 
destruction.  No,  sir,  let  us  meet  the  diffic 
boldly,  and  let  us  at  once  carry  the  war 
Africa ; and  that  does  not  imply  that 
shall  do  any  injustice  or  pass  a law  that  s 
be  oppressive  to  the  railroad  company, 
should  be  just  not  only  to  those  corpo 
bodies,  but  just  to  ourselves.  But  I say 
only  way  is  to  carry  the  war  into  Africa, 
pass  laws  that  will  restrict  these  monst 
corporations,  curtail  their  operations,  b 
them  within  the  limits  of  their  legitir 
powers,  compel  them  to  do  what  the  law 
pected  they  should  do,  and,  best  of  all,  cor 
them  not  to  overstep  the  bounds  of  t 
corporate  powers,  and  not  to  compete  with 
system  of  our  canals,  that  are  now  over-ric 
by  their  power.  If  elections  are  to  bring 
about,  if  candidates  for  office  are  to  be  sele 
upon  such  grounds,  let  it  be  tried.  It  se 
to  be  the  opinion,  that  the  only  way  to  < 
is  to  get  up  what  would  be  called  a C 
ticket.  That  would  be  attended  with  a g 
many  difficulties.  There  are  a great  ir 
incidents  connected  with  such  an  opera 
that  would  hazard  the  whole  enterprise 
hope  this  committee  in  tbeir  wisdom  1 
devised  a plan  by  which  the  result  we  d< 
may  he  brought  about  safely.  Since  this 
sion  commenced,  I have  not  heard  a resolu 
read  that  comes  up  exactly  to  my  idea  of  v 
should  be  done  by  the  people  of  the  Stat 
New  York.  I have,  therefore,  crudely 
upon  paper  what  it  seems  to  me  shoulc 
done.  It  is  in  the  shape  of  a resolution, 

I will  read  it : 

“ Resolved , That  the  interests  of  the  Comn 
wealth  demand  a firm  determination  on 
part  of  our  citizens  to  protect  the  public  wi 
against  the  combinations  and  sinister  effort 
all  classes  and  associations,  corporate  or  of 
wise,  to  depreciate  or  injure  them.  To 
end  the  Legislature  should  make  such  en 
ments  as  would  effectually  prevent  competi 
with  the  canals,  by  the  companies  of  its  c 
tion  ; and  while  no  unjust  or  oppressive  m 
ures  should  be  adopted  towards  those  ' 
hold  chartered  rights,  the  law-making  pet 
will  see  that  the  people’s  investment  of  fi 
three  millions  of  dollars  and  upwards  she 
not  be  frittered  away,  and  lost  in  the  pop  i1 
scramble  of  speculators  and  stock-jobbers 
fictitious  gain.” 


■is,  Mr.  President,  embodies  my  idea  ; and 
I can  carry  out  that  resolution,  and  see  to 
Ikt  the  Legislature  pass  such  laws  as  are 
Isary  to  bring  this  corporation  within  its 
kr  limits,  the  canals  of  the  State  of  New 
I would  be  saved,  and  the  debt  of  thirty 
Ibns  would  be  paid  in  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty 
I.  by  the  surplus  revenues,  without  direct 
lion  to  a great  amount.  (Applause.) 
■Myers,  of  New  York  City  : I wish  to  give 
li  few  statistics  that  may  he  useful  to  those 
I may  make  speeches  after  me.  In  the  first 
I , I hold  to  the  doctrine  that  the  Central 
I can  carry  freight  from  Albany  to  Buffalo 
lieaply  as  we  can  carry  it  upon  the  canal 
I estate  it  is  now.  At  a meeting  of  the 
I lines,  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  early  in 
li,  they  agreed  upon  uniform  rates,  and 
I acted  the  freight  agents  to  make  out  a 
I of  rates,  based  upon  112  c.  per  160  lbs., 

I New  York  to  Cincinnati,  0..  on  first-class 
1 3.  The  freight  agents  met  the  next  day, 

I nade  rates  at  112  c.  for  first-class,  84  c.  for 
-class,  57  c.  for  third-class  and  44  c.  for 
h-class,  per  100  lbs.,  from  New  York  to 
innati,  all  rail  ; and  at  102  c.  for  first- 
, 76  c.  for  second-class,  49  c.  for  third- 
f and  39  c.  for  fourth-class,  by  rail  and 
r.  I remarked  to  Mr.  Spaulding,  who 
the  small  talking  for  the  New  York 
Iral  Railroad,  that  the  fourth-class  rate  was 
low  ; that  heretofore,  when  the  tariff  was 
p.  for  first-class  per  100  lbs.,  fourth-class 
pj5  c.  par  110  lbs.,  all  rail,  or  50  c.  railand 
r.  He  remarked  that  that  was  before 
were  reduced  on  the  canal.  I told  him 
had  nothing  to  do  with  railroad  tariffs, 
he  replied  that  he  had  positive  instruc- 
; not  to  make  the  rate  on  fourth-class  to 
do  over  20  c.  per  100  lbs.,  and  at  the  same 
for  balance  of  the  distance,  it  made  all 
as  he  had  got  it.  The  object  of  making 
low  rates  on  third  and  fourth-class,  was 
ivert  the  trade  from  the  canal,  as  it  is 
1 and  fourth-class  goods  only  that  usually 
y canal  and  lakes  ; and  I am  satisfied  it  is 
he  interest  of  the  New  York  Central  Rail- 
to  carry  third  and  fourth-class  freight  at 
price  it  can  he  carried  by  canal,  and 
her  pay  any  toll,  or  both  pay  the  same 
of  tolls.  One  of  the  employees  of  the 
’ York  Central  Railroad  admitted  to 
that  they  take  goods  at  these  low  rates 
use  it  was  for  their  interest  to  take 
n at  these  prices,  and  that  it  was  better 
them  to  have  ten  dollars  per  car  from 
my  to  Buffalo  than  to  run  their  cars 
ty,  as  their  eastward-bound  tonnage  was 
r much  the  largest  at  all  times,  and  any 
unt  they  could  get  to  return  cars  with 
• and  above  expense  of  handling  it,  was  so 
:h  clear  gain.  On  the  1st  of  August,  1858, 
Central  Railroad  make  a contract  with 
srs.  G.  McM.  & Co.,  Cleveland,  from  New 
k by  railroad  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  to 
reland,  at  40  c.  for  first-class,  30  c.  for 
md-class,  25  c.  for  third-class,  20  c.  for 
i'th-class  per  100  lbs. ; to  run  at  these  rates 


until  uniform  rates  should  be  established,  and 
when  uniform  rates  were  established,  to  allow 
said  G.  McM.  & Co.  a drawback  of  54  c.  per 
lOOlbs.  on  rail  and  water  rates,  and  7i  c.  per 
100  lbs.  on  rail  rates  on  all  the  goods  they 
should  ship.  Said  contract  to  run  one  year. 
When  it  expired  they  renewed  it  for  another 
year,  at  the  same  rates,  terms  and  conditions. 
The  only  way  for  the  canal  successfully  to  com- 
pete with  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  is 
for  both  to  pay  the  same  rate  of  toll  until  the 
canals  are  completed  and  have  seven  feet  of 
water,  and  paid  for,  so  it  will  only  be  necessary 
to  raise  a revenue  sufficient  to  keep  them  in 
repair.  I do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Oswego,  that  it  is  impossible  to  reimpose 
tolls  upon  the  New  York  Central  Railroad, 
for  what  the  people  will  they  can  accomplish. 
(Applause.) 

The  Convention  then,  on  motion,  adjourned 
till  7 \ o’clock. 

EVENING  SESSION,  7i  P.M. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  74  P.  M.. 
and  the  President  stated  that  the  business  be- 
fore the  Convention  was  the  consideration  of 
the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Ely  of  Buffalo. — If  it  be  in  order,  and 
it  seems  to  be  the  fashion  of  the  Convention 
for  one  delegate  to  call  upon  another  to  speak, 
I desire  to  say  there  is  a gentleman  present 
from  the  county  of  Erie,  whose  reputation  for 
facts  and  figures  with  respect  to  the  objects  of 
this  Convention  is  so  well  established  through- 
out the  State  that  I have  no  doubt  it  would 
afford  great  gratification  to  the  Convention  to 
hear  from  him. 

SPEECH  OF  JAJCES  L.  BARTON,  ESQ..  OF  BUFFALO. 

Mr.  President,  Addressing  public  assemblies 
is  not  among  the  vocations  of  my  life,  and  I 
seldom  attempt  it  in  any  other  place  than 
where  I live.  I have  not  the  voice  to  fill  a 
large  room,  especially  one  in  which  it  is  so 
difficult  to  be  heard  as  this.  I am  much  bet- 
ter as  a counsellor  working  outside  than  as  an 
advocate  upon  the  floor.  When  I came  to  this 
Convention  I had  no  expectation  or  idea — it 
being  generally  known  that  I was  never  anx- 
ious to  appear  as  a public  speaker — that  I 
should  be  called  upon  to  say  anything.  I came 
here  to  advise,  counsel  and  suggest  remedies, 
and  present  them  in  a well-prepared  set  of  res- 
olutions. In  the  consultations  which  I have 
had  with  many  gentlemen  here,  and  in  inform- 
ing them  that  I was  preparing  a series  of  pa- 
pers as  adjuncts  or  aids  to  the  action  of  this 
Convention,  which  would  not  be  presented 
here  at  this  time,  but  would  be  brought  forth 
to  aid  the  objects  aimed  at  at  the  proper  time 
before  the  legislature,  I explained  to  some  ex- 
tent what  I was  engaged  in.  They  were  struck 
most  favorably  with  the  work  I had  in  hand, 
and  they  encouraged  me  to  go  on  and  com- 
plete what  I had  begun  ; and  then  for  the  first 
time  did  I find  that  I was  called  out  here  to 
state  what  those  adjuncts  were.  But  I shall 
not  say  a great  deal  about  it,  because  it  is  a 
matter  to  be  put  upon  record,  and  one  which 
requires  a man  to  sit  down  and  think  for  him- 


28 


self,  in  order  to  determine  whether  I am  right 
in  the  conclusions  at  which  I have  arrived. 
But  looking  back  we  all  feel  and  realize  to  the 
fullest  extent  that  we  are  beset  with  evils, 
that  our  labors,  business,  employment  and 
property  have  fallen  in  value,  and  we  do  not 
know  where  to  turn  for  relief.  The  object  is 
to  find  out  some  remedy  to  correct  this  evil. 
In  my  own  mind  I have  no  hesitation  in  com- 
ing to  a clear  and  definite  conclusion  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  trouble.  It  springs  from  ill-ad- 
vised, hasty  and  inconsiderate  legislation  since 
the  session  of  1851.  In  the  most  profuse  man- 
ner has  the  legislature  gone  on,  authorizing 
and  making  heavy  expenses  and  creating  very 
large  debts  which,  in  the  aggregate,  amount 
in  money  expended  and  debts  now  to  be  paid, 
to  the  sum  of  seventy  or  seventy-five  millions 
of  dollars.  While  distributing  this  with  the 
one  hand,  they  turn  upon  the  other  and  create 
a corporation  with  colossal  and  unheard  of 
powers,  upon  which  they  engraft  additional 
powers,  which  have  rendered  your  expenses  in 
this  State  enormous,  and  the  Internal  Improve- 
ment system  nugatory  and  worthless  to  the 
tax-payer.  I hope  this  convention  may  have 
its  due  influence,  and  not  go  forth  to  the  world 
as  simply  a Convention  called  to  protect  prop- 
erty in  boats — great  and  important  as  the  bus- 
iness may  he  that  floats  upon  the  canal,  em- 
bracing every  species  of  trade,  merchandize, 
manufactures  and  agriculture.  The  wages  of 
the  laborer,  whether  he  splits  shingles  on  the 
Delaware  or  at  the  head  of  the  Hudson, 
fall  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  the 
employer  to  pay  unto  him  higher  wages, 
because  the  property  of  the  employer  is 
diminishing  in  value  for  the  reason  that  this 
extraordinary  power  has  stepped  beyond  its 
legitimate  rights  and  controls  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  Internal  Improvements  of  the  State. 
To  show  that  this  power  does  trespass  beyond 
right,  the  Legislature  put  no  guards  upon  the 
charter  of  this  road  by  which  the  stockholder 
putting  in  $100,000  has  had  any  guarantee 
that  he  would  ever  see  a dollar  of  it  again. 
I have  never  yet  met  a stockholder  who  could 
explain  the  reports  which  they  have  made. 
All  he  knew  was.  that  he  had  received  eight 
per  cent,  dividend  since  1855  regularly  ; hut 
whether  he  was  really  the  owner  of  a dollar  of 
stock  in  that  concern  he  did  not  know  ; and 
in  all  the  illustrations  and  explanations  which 
I have  read  in  the  newspapers,  I have  never 
seen  anything  that  was  satisfactory  in  relation 
to  the  reports.  Last  December,  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Convention  at  Syracuse,  we 
had  many  meetings  in  Buffalo,  and  the  subject 
of  our  grievances  was  there  discussed  in  vari- 
ous forms  and  shapes,  and  many  able  and  in- 
telligent gentlemen  who  understood  the  sub- 
ject fully,  as  much  as  anybody  could  from  the 
facts  they  had  to  rest  upon,  undertook  to  show 
t hat  the  railroad  could  not  carry  a bushel  of 
flour  at  a certain  price  and  make  money  upon 
it.  At  the  breaking  up  of  this  Convention,  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  long  connected  with 
the  affairs  of  the  Central  road  took  me  by  the 


arm  and  said,  it  makes  me  laugh  to  see  all  tl 
gentlemen  get  up  and  undertake  to  tell  w 
it  costs  the  railroad  to  carry  a barrel  of  fl, 
for  any  great  distance,  if  the  directors  mal . 
false  report.  I say,  beyond  the  fear  of  con 
diction,  with  no  other  evidence  before  me  t 
the  sworn  reports  of  the  Directors  of  the  C 
tral  road — and  I do  not  mean  to  say  anyti : 
by  which  I can  be  sued  for  libel — that  la . 
amounts,  millions  of  property,  have  dii 
peared  entirely  from  the  Central  Railrc 
and  there  is  no  credit  to  he  found  for  i 
their  reports.  Therefore,  I do  infer,  if  tl 
reports  are  true  transcripts  from  their  hoi 
that  the  hooks  do  not  present  true  exhibit 
the  affairs  of  this  company.  I go  further  : 
say,  that  in  the  same  report,  bound  up  in 
same  pages,  there  is  one  part  which  is  a sw 
document  and  another  which  is  not  sworn 
and  the  only  way  by  which  an  account  cur) 
i of  debt  and  credit  can  be  struck  is  by  refere 
! to  the  unverified  report,  which  does  not  af 
; in  a single  instance  with  the  report  sworn 
that  the  large  earnings  of  hundreds  of  tl 
sands  of  dollars  sworn  to  in  one  statement 
thrown  out  altogether  in  the  other. 

From  the  compilation  I have  made  and 
results  I have  come  to,  I say  here  that 
railroad  has  not  earned  four  per  cent,  divid' 
since  the  day  it  ran,  with  the  system  adof 
by  the  Directors  for  the  interests  of  someb 
which  they  understand  and  the  public  do  r 
eommencing  with  the  addition  of  twenty 
cent,  in  the  buying  of  unprofitable  roi 
Since  the  investment  in  Canada,  which  ne 
did  pay,  and  in  Lake  Shore  roads  and 
steamboats,  where  they  had  no  authority 
invest,  they  have  sunk  one-third  of  a mill 
of  dollars.  There  would  be  some  justificat 
if  these  trustees,  by  the  wonderfully  desti 
tive  course  they  were  pursuing,  managed  1 
great  property  so  as  to  produce  revenue  to 
stockholders  ; but  they  are  determined  to  r 
every  stockholder  that  has  a dollar  inves 
in  it  for  the  purpose  of  aacomplishing 
ruin  of  the  State,  so  far  as  the  Inter 
Improvement  system  is  concerned,  and 
possession  of  our  canals.  How  can  the  peo 
understand  these  things  unless  these  facts 
presented  in  such  a shape  that  they  will  1( 
at  and  think  of  them,  and  examine  for  th( 
selves.  It  requires  an  immense  amount  of 
bor  to  present  them.  I have  spent  eight  mon 
upon  that  very  identical  subject.  I comme 
ed  last  December.  I wrote  to  Albany  for  i 
necessary  papers,  and  I got  a supply  of  all 
documents  that  they  have  ever  issued.  T 
summer  I found  myself  in  a condition  wh 
these  accounts  needed  some  explanation, 
could  not  understand  them,  and  I wrote 
Mr.  Coming  for  some  explanation.  His  re 
was,  that  I had  fallen  into  extraordinary 
rors,  and  the  rule  adopted  by  the  corporat 
was,  to  furnish  reliable  information  to  a: 
body  who  would  come  to  Albany  for  it.  Ni 
these  delusive  and  unsatisfactory  reports 
circulated  throughout  the  country  and 
sent  to  England  ; and  hence  the  Road  1 
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■ to  borrow  money  to  a large  amount ; 

I tie  whole  railroad  system  has  adopted  the 
I plan.  I considered  that  the  only  im- 
I nt  remedy  to  meet  this  matter  was,  that 
I egislature,  when  they  granted  these  cliar- 
phould  exercise  and  reserve  the  right  of 

tg  in  a clause  of  personal  responsibility, 
t where  the  directors  stepped  out  of  their 
I mate  duties  and  spent  money  not  autbor- 
I iy  the  charter,  they  sheuld  pay  it  them- 
I; ; and  where  there  could  be  distinct  proof 
I he  property  belonging  to  the  corporation 
I sen  sold  and  made  use  of,  but  never  pass- 
the  credit  of  the  corporation,  that  the 
fate  should  attend  them  as  befel  Mr. 
ith  in  England,  who  has  long  served  his 
Iry  in  Botany  Bay.  You  may  take  $100,- 
I f stock  in  the  Company,  but  you  have 
I ie  least  guarantee  that  you  will  ever  see 
liar  of  it  again.  Your  monetary,  your 
I ml,  your  commercial  and  business  affairs 
1 1 deranged  by  this  power  that  is  beyond 
I ach ; and  you  have  no  redress.  What 
I :r  illustration  do  you  want  of  the  mighty 
I'  exercised  by  this  same  body  of  men, 
1 was  exhibited  in  the  Legislature  last 
§r  ? A committee  was  appointed  t©  in- 
;ate  the  corruption  said  to  have  taken 
in  the  passage  of  the  Albany  Bridge  bill, 
was  given  to  the  committee  to  subpoena 
ses.  The  effect  of  that  was  immediately 
An  amendment  was  offered  and  carried 
force  of  some  means  or  other,  that  this 
ittee  should  not  have  the  power  to  sum- 
en  beyond  the  corporation  of  Albany, 
ator  who  was  disposed  to  go  through 
it,  and  who  was  rather  inclined  to  the 
Jvas  killed  and  crucified  before  he  got 
;h  with  it.  How  are  we  to  meet  these 
,nd  bring  home  facts  to  the  knowledge 
iry  man  in  the  State,  to  show  the  dan- 
power  which  the  people  have  unadvis- 
ed hastily  given  to  this  corporation, 
hat  the  discrimination  which  it  does 
is  against  the  very  people  who  granted 
I the  power.  Gentlemen  engaged  in  com- 
111  business  living  where  I do,  tell  me, 
;wo  persons,  one  from  Detroit  and  the 
from  Buffalo,  may  go  to  Albany  and  buy 
ir  fifty  tons  of  goods,  and  the  man  at 
t can  get  his  goods  carried  through 
>r  than  the  man  at  Buffalo  can.  Hence, 
an  at  Buffalo  cannot  control  any  trade 
he  West.  A manufacturer  in  this  city 
construct  a machine  and  send  it  to  De- 
nary cheaper  than  a man  can  send  it  from 
ork.  A miller  at  Buffalo  cannot  send 
fficago  and  buy  a cargo  of  wheat,  grind 
Jur  and  send  it  to  New  York,  because  the 
id  charges  him  more  for  freight  from 
to  New  York,  than  from  Chicago, 
this  evil  is  corrected,  and  until  this 
power  which  overrides  us  is  restrained 
istricted,  you  can  have  no  redress.  The 
Bfa  system  is  a good  one.  Another  rem- 
■j  to  revive  the  law  of  1851,  putting  tolls 
Hthe  railroads.  I am  in  favor  of  either 
■if  either  will  accomplish  it.  The  one 


that  would  have  the  greatest  effect  in  the 
southern  part  of  New  York,  would  be  the  pro 
rata  system  of  freight,  advertising  a permanent 
rate  of  freight  in  the  Spring.  The  system  that 
would  be  the  most  effective,  and  which  would 
succeed  the  best  throughout  the  country,  would 
be  the  imposition  of  tolls  upon  the  railroads. 
Either  plan  would  be  effectual,  coupled  with 
the  amendments  of  the  charter  which  I have 
named,  making  the  directors  personally  re- 
sponsible when  exceeding  their  charter,  and 
authorizing  penal  penalties  for  any  misappli- 
cation of  money  or  corrupt  use  of  it,  which 
the  charter  does  not  authorize.  By  these 
remedies  you  can  overcome  the  difficulty.  We 
are  placed  in  this  position  that  we  will  have 
to  act  in  some  way  or  other.  We  have  a debt 
of  thirty  millions  upon  us,  and  we  have  works 
which  cost  forty-five  millions  of  dollars,  that 
are  not  producing  enough  to  meet  their  ex- 
penses and  the  interest  on  the  debt.  Taxation 
stares  us  in  the  face.  If  you  permit  the  rail- 
roads to  continue  their  system,  each  year  will 
diminish  the  revenue  from  these  works,  and 
the  result  will  be  that  from  time  to  time  the 
whole  amount  will  have  to  be  paid  by  direct 
taxation.  Then,  after  it  is  paid,  there  will 
have  to  be  a continual  taxation  forever  to 
keep  the  thing  going.  Now,  there  must  be 
some  remedy.  The  pride,  the  glory,  and  the 
wealth  of  this  State,  have  grown  out  of  the 
canals.  The  city,  of  which  we  are  all  so  proud, 
for  ten  years,  from  September  1817  to  1827, 
added  to  its  tax  list  about  a million  of  dollars. 
It  had  in  1831,  and  before  1836,  after  the  full 
operation  of  the  Erie  Canal  had  brought  down 
the  interior  trade  of  the  country  to  that  city, 
and  the  Ohio  Canal  was  finished,  $180,000,000 
added  to  its  tax  list;  so  that  point  has  derived 
the  greatest  possible  benefit  from  the  Canal 
more  than  any  other  one  point,  and  that  in 
the  rude,  unsettled  state  in  which  we  were  for 
forty  years.  When  this  Canal  was  construct- 
ed, we  find  the  utmost  limit  of  toll  to  get  our 
supplies  and  produce  to  market ; and  when  in 
coming  years  large  discriminations  were  im- 
posed upon  western  New  York,  we  never  com- 
plained ; and  the  canals  paid  us.  But  going 
still  farther  back,  when  the  first  provision  was 
made  in  1817,  how  careful  the  State  of  New 
York  was  not  to  get  in  the  position  in  which 
she  is  now  placed — almost  that  of  repudiation . 
The  Legislature  then  passed  a law  taxing  the 
country  twenty  miles  each  way  from  the  Canal 
to  pay  any  deficiency  in  the  payment  of  the 
interest  upon  the  debt.  Who  ever  heard  of  a 
tax  being  levied  in  the  State  of  New  York 
until  after  the  law  of  1851  was  passed  ? Her 
credit  was  good,  her  business  and  manufac- 
tures in  a flourishing  condition,  until  after 
the  unfortunate  session  of  1851. 

When  you  go  to  the  Legislature,  as  was  the 
case  last  winter,  and  ask  for  this  pro-rata  bill, 
you  will  find  persons  saying  that  it  will  not 
do  to  put  this  tax  upon  railroads,  for  they  are 
intrusted  with  the  sacred  fund  of  the  widow 
and  orphan.  The  money  of  the  widow  and 
orphan  is  already  scattered  and  lost,  invested 
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in  Canada  roads,  in  steamboats,  and  in  the 
Canandaigua  road  that  will  never  pay  a six- 
pence. Still,  the  free  passes  procure  such  re- 
ports as  I have  referred  to,  and  prevent  a vote 
from  regulating  these  evils.  It  is  a thing  that 
must  be  frowned  down  generally  throughout 
the  State.  If  you  can  find  a man  who  has 
been  your  representative,  and  who  has  dis- 
graced his  constituents  as  well  as  himself  by 
going  as  a pauper,  do  not  nominate  him  again, 
and  you  will  teach  others  who  will  come  up 
ambitious  for  your  votes,  that  they  must  re- 
gard the  interests  of  the  people,  instead  of 
regarding  the  interests  of  this  mighty  power 
that  is  controlling  everything.  I think  that 
by  preferring  this  matter,  as  I have  stated,  in 
a clear  and  succinct  way,  that  it  will  be  a 
great  aid  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  the 
plans  of  this  Convention  before  the  Legisla- 
ture next  winter,  because  they  will  have  the 
material  to  consider  and  upon  which  to  act. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  say  anything 
about  it,  but  like  a thousand  others  I have 
spent  more  than  half  of  my  life  in  this  West- 
ern country.  I have  labored  and  toiled,  and 
supposed  I had  acquired  a competency  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  me  through  life  ; but  it  has 
proved  otherwise.  I may  have  a dozen  houses, 
hut  I cannot  sell  or  mortgage  them.  There 
must  he  some  cause  that  has  produced  this 
result.  It  is  no  common  cause  that  has  brought 
it  about.  We  have  a great  chain  of  lakes 
reaching  to  the  highest  regions  in  the  world, 
which  vessels  used  to  traverse,  freighted  with 
commerce.  Our  city  was  full  of  wholesale 
stores  from  one  end  to  the  other ; but  they 
have  disappeared  ; and  there  is  a cause  for  all 
this.  Gentlemen  owning  stock  in  the  Central 
say,  as  one  to-day  said,  “ I have  got  stock  in 
the  Central  Road,  but  I cannot  say  that  I shall 
go  very  strong  for  tolling  it.”  He  thought 
that  parties  might  buy  it  with  the  hope  that 
it  would  come  up  ; but  it  will  never  come  up. 
The  money  of  the  stockholders  is  all  scattered 
in  outside  expenses  for  the  benefit  of  the  man- 
agers ; and  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  man- 
agers to  have  as  many  roads  fail  as  they  can, 
as  they  have  the  means  of  buying  them  again. 
The  stockholder,  unconscious  that  his  stock  is 
wasting  away,  receives  his  eight  per  cent.  ; 
has  not  time  to  investigate,  and  if  he  had, 
would  not  have  the  capacity  to  understand  it ; 
and  he  will  find  in  the  end  his  stock  precisely 
in  the  condition  of  the  Erie.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  Legislature,  knowing  these  facts  and 
presenting  them  clearly,  to  preserve  the  bal- 
ance of  stock  which  may  be  on  hand,  to  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  ; and  therefore,  I would 
throw  these  guards  I speak  of  around  it,  and 
then  attach  this  pro  rata  or  the  toll  system, 
that  will  get  revenue  to  pay  the  principal. 
There  are  a very  few  persons  in  this  State,  I 
think,  who  are  disposed  to  sell  the  Erie  Canal. 
We  find  this  weight  of  the  railroad  of  fifty-six 
pounds  on  our  necks  pretty  heavy  to  carry 
now,  but  if  we  sell  this  Canal,  we  shall  find 
the  weight  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds 
still  more  difficult  to  carry. 


On  motion,  the  first  resolution  was  laid  i 
tire  table,  while  the  Business  Commii 
through  Dr.  Hunt,  submitted  additional  i 
lutions  as  follows: 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  recommended 
organizations  be  formed  in  the  various  Ser 
rial  and  Assembly  Districts,  for  the  purpo 
insuring  the  election  of  such  candidate 
may  be  most  favorable  to  the  objects  of 
Convention. 

C.  Resolved,  That  the  State  Central  ( 
mittee  be  instructed,  at  an  early  day,  to 
notice  for  a State  Convention  in  each  jud 
district  of  the  State,  one  of  which  shall  be 
at  Utica  on  the  28th  of  September  inst., 
secure  the  attendance  of  gentlemen  fan 
with  the  movement  from  its  commencemer 
explain  and  advocate  the  measures  of 
Convention  ; and  that  said  Committee  apj 
a Committee  of  Finance. 

The  first,  second,  third,  fourth  and  fiftl 
olutions  were  then  read  and  adopted  seriat 

Hon.  Ansel  Bascom,  chairman  of  the  ] 
ness  Committee,  reported  an  address  tc 
People  of  the  State.  (Vide  p.  38.) 

REMARKS  OP  HON.  ANSEL  BASCOM. 

I may  premise,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  or 
the  purposes,  one  seeming  necessity  of  a: 
dress,  was  to  allay  the  apprehension,  if  t 
be  any,  that  this  is  a measure  of  local  ch 
ter.  Our  object,  it  seems  to  me,  should 
speak  sentiments  here,  from  the  Canal  se 
of  the  State,  that  can  be  received  with  a 
in  the  remotest  corner.  If  the  Canal  has  ] 
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diced  the  interests  of  any  portion,  the 
tion  of  even  that  portion  should  be  enlists 
the  sentiments  put  forth  by  a State  Coi 
tion.  If  the  Committee  have  been  succi 
in  presenting  such  a report,  one  great  wo 
is  imagined,  will  have  been  accomplished  !i 
I take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that 
permitted  by  the  Committee  to  report  thi 
am  not  disposed  to  discuss  the  propositio 
it.  They  were  intended  to  be  so  fram< 
not  to  require  a great  deal  of  elucidation 
we  can  agree  upon  these  propositions,  ar 
portant  part  of  our  business  will  have 
accomplished.  But  permit  me  to  say,  ti 
we  stop  here  we  shall  have  failed  to  ac 
plish  the  great  end  for  which  this  and  the 
cuse  Convention  were  called.  We  have  o: 
izations  as  much  opposed  to  the  doctrir 
that  address,  to  the  great  objects  of  this 
vention,  as  the  tyrants  of  Europe  are  op| 
to  those  disturbances  which  are  now  the 
hope  in  that  country  for  anything  like  li 
institutions.  [Applause.]  These  orga 
tions  will  beat  us  if  they  can,  and  our 
pose  should  he  to  heat  them  ; and  we  c: 
it,  with  sufficient  labor,  and  proper  conce 
of  one  section  of  the  State  to  another.  I 
resolutions,  which  are  also  the  unani 
report  of  the  Committee,  have  indicate* 
way  in  which  it  may  be  accomplished;  it 
having  a series  of  at  least  eight  honest 
Conventions  in  different  localities,  to  carr 
this  work  so  well  begun  in  Syracuse  and 
If  there  he  nothing  to  defend  hut  the  iuh 
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arders  or  sections,  meritorious  as  might 
work  of  defending  them,  I have  done 
§ich  of  that  as  I can  well  afford.  It 
es  upon  the  State  to  protect  the  interests 
teritj.  There  is  a danger  that  our  canals 
e only  instruments  in  our  hand  by  which 
,ecessary  competition  in  the  carriage  of 
ty  can  he  secured.  The  unregulated 
nlimited  competition  of  which  we  com- 
is  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  bene- 
the  institution  which  permits  it,  as  to 
some  rival  in  its  way.  It  has  had  its 
nee  upon  the  prosperity  of  that  great 
through  the  southern  tier  of  counties 
it  has  reduced  the  value  of  every  stock- 
•’s  interest  in  that  road  to  nothing  at  all ; 
am  willing  for  one  to  admit  that  I have 
bout  as  much  sympathy  for  the  stoek- 
s of  the  Central,  as  they  have  exhibited 
eir  brother  stockholders  in  the  Erie, 
ust  see  to  it  that  protection  is  provided 
ly  for  ourselves,  but  for  the  States  and 
.s  west  of  us.  Since  I came  to  the  city, 
e heard  of  a man  who  boasted  that  he 
jot  going  to  be  injured  by  this  unfortunate 
ion  of  the  State  ; he  had  sold  his  farm  of 
400  acres  and  bought  laud  in  the  West, 
|pon  that  he  could  raise  crops  as  cheaply 
donroe  county,  and  could  send  them  as 
|ly  to  New  York  as  farmers  who  own 
in  Monroe.  If  that  man  is  here — and  I 
e is — I would  ask  him  if  he  will  have  no 
[or  the  interests  of  his  children  and  kindred 
re  to  occupy  his  lands  in  the  West  in  the 
Would  he  not  guard  them  from  the 
1 of  a monopoly  of  individuals  or  a 
ation  that  shall  unite  with  the  already 
g combination  of  the  four  great  railways 
ng  from  the  valley  of  Ohio  to  the  Atlan- 
d thus  enable  them  to  tax  the  Commerce 
West  and  East  that  must  necessarily  go 
lome  of  these  lines,  unregulated  by  any- 
but  their  own  avarice  and  ambition  ? 
ause.]  There  is  the  great  question  in 
hole  thing  : this  is  the  paramount  ques- 
whether  our  kindred  in  the  West,  those 
om  we  opened  this  great  channel  in  the 
iilace — shall  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of 
Jen  highway  to  the  Atlantic,  or  whether  it 
Jbe  controlled  as  avaricious  ambition  alone 

(direct.  [Applause.]  Our  heretofore  local 
tate  questions  are  fast  assuming  a national 
Jrtance. 

|iave  a few  words  to  say  upon  another 
Ijty  question.  I can  not,  consistently  with 
Ibnscience,  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the 
ileal  affairs  of  the  State,  and  consent  to  re- 
as  of  no  great  importance  the  question 
r public  debt.  What  is  the  condition  of 
,te  to-day.  Let  benevolence  with  ever 
ong  a claim  knock  at  the  doors  of  your 
■Ury  and  appeal  to  the  liveliest  of  human 
lathies,  and  its  claim  is  denied,  because  you 
Biot  go  further  in  your  duties  of  charity 
■ >enevolence.  You  can  not  do  simple  jus- 
ifven  to  some  neglected  localities  of  your 
a that  have  not  shared  the  benefit  of  either 
a canal  or  railroad  systems,  because  of  an 
fcnous  debt,  an  exhausted  treasury,  and  in- 


sufficient revenue  to  supply  annual  demands. 
And  until  you  can  adopt  some  system  that 
shall  meet  the  present  disastrous  condition  of 
financial  affairs  in  the  State,  you  have  not  the 
means  of  meeting  even  the  most  urgent  calls 
of  benevolence  or  the  sternest  demands  of 
justice. 

Now,  why  the  necessity  of  this  movement  ? 
Why  don’t  you  go  to  parties  and  set  them 
right  upon  this  subject?  My  friends,  I have 
been  looking  into  this  matter  more  or  less  for 
two  years,  and  have  found  that  no  party  dare 
adopt  any  financial  policy  which  promises  re- 
lief and  security  short  of  bringing  the  canals  to 
the  auction  block  ; a poor  relief  indeed.  Two 
years  ago  or  more  Pennsylvania  sold  out  her 
public  works.  In  doing  so  she  sold  a part  of 
her  sovereignty  too.  Who  will  buy  our  Ca- 
nals? What  are  they  worth?  Not  a groat 
until  you  have  sold  with  them  a part  of  your 
rights  of  sovereignty.  A canal,  a railroad, 
or  a plank  road  even,  is  not  worth  a dollar, 
unless  there  is  connected  with  it  a right  to 
regulate,  establish,  demand  and  receive  com- 
pensation for  its  use.  Shall  we  submit  our 
great  public  works  to  the  regulation  of  a great 
combination  ? Shall  we  not,  on  the  contrary, 
provide  as  speedily  as  we  can  for  a gradual 
diminution  of  our  debt  in  an  honest  way,  so 
that  the  State  of  New  York  may  arise  and 
break  the  green  withes  with  which  she  is 
hound,  and  again  go  forward  to  works  of  be- 
nevolence, usefulness  and  of  justice  which  the 
neglected  portion  of  the  State  will  be  so  ready 
to  demand  ? 

On  motion,  the  Address  was  adopted. 

[It  is  published  at  conclusion  of  this  Report 
of  the  Proceedings,  p.  38,  et  seq.] 

REMARKS  OF  CARLOS  COBB,  ESQ.,  OF  BUFFALO. 

Mr.  President  — I have  felt  more  like  lis- 
tening in  silence,  in  this  Convention,  than 
speaking.  I find  myself  surrounded  by  so 
many  whose  attachment  to  the  Erie  Canal 
bears  date  co-incident  with  its  creation,  and 
growing  old  together,  have  no  less  confidence 
in  its  future  than  of  its  first  utility.  While  I 
looked  upon  the  first  boat  which  had  navi- 
gated this  new-born  river,  from  tide-water  to 
our  inland  seas  with  childish  wonder,  men  are 
around  me  who  were  actors  upon  that  memo- 
rable day.  They  had  taken  their  trail  towards 
the  setting  sun,  through  primeval  forest  and 
tangled  thicket,  until  the  Valley  of  the  Gen- 
esee invited  them  to  rest.  A few  years'  toil 
opened  the  forest,  and  the  products  of  the  soil 
supplied  the  wants  of  nature  ; hut  to  supply 
those  who  followed,  was  the  extent  of  the 
demand  for  surplus.  Their  heavy  products 
would  he  consumed  in  expenses  before  reach- 
ing a seaboard  market.  The  opening  of  the 
Erie  Canal  unveiled  the  future,  and  broke  the 
bonds  which  had  fettered  industry  ; hencefor- 
ward they  could  grow  rich.  Upon  this  new 
channel  all  enjoyed  equal  rights  ; the  tolls  de- 
manded for  the  enjoyment  of  its  privileges 
were  proportional  to  the  distance  navigated, 

! and  in  the  administration  of  its  offices,  all 
1 were  subjected  to  that  most  equitable  rule,  the 
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first  who  comes  shall  he  first  served  ; and 
though  the  rich,  or  poor,  were  last,  the  en- 
forcement of  it  involved  no  humiliation.  And 
the  beneficial  result  fell  alike  upon  the  few 
acres  of  the  poor  and  the  broad  domain  of  the 
rich.  The  Erie  Canal  also  solved  the  destiny 
of  the  vast  wilderness,  bordering  the  shores  of 
the  great  lakes  by  it  made  navigable  to  the 
ocean.  No  proscriptive  policy  debarred  the 
stranger ; the  welcome  included  all ; the  boun- 
daries of  States  were  forgotten,  and  the  Erie 
Canal  became  a National  Highway. 

No  less  magnificent  was  the  result  to  our 
seaboard  city  than  to  the  new  States,  emerging 
from  the  western  wilderness.  Before,  New 
York  city  was  the  seaport  of  a neighborhood  ; 
she  suddenly  assumes  colossal  proportions,  and 
rises  to  become  the  metropolis  of  a nation. 
The  trade  thus  made  solely  her  own,  distanced 
every  rival,  and  as  if  by  the  law  of  attraction, 
the  large  body  drawing  to  it  the  smaller  ; the 
trade  formerly  divided  with  her  rivals,  is 
transferred  to  swell  her  commercial  greatness. 
Who  then  can  say  the  Erie  Canal  has  not  been 
the  fabricator  of  New  York  city,  as  well  as 
the  country  penetrated  by  it ; and  I was  happy 
to-day,  in  hearing  the  acknowledgment  of  this 
fact  from  her  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a body 
of  men,  actuated  by  more  active  mercantile 
sagacity  than  any  other  body  of  men  in  the 
world.  When  this  body  of  men  saw  a rivalry 
starting  up  into  respectable  proportions,  they 
assert  new  supremacy  over  all,  well  knowing 
it  is  no  idle  boast ; they  “ fall  back  upon  the 
Erie  Canal,  and  by  enlarging  its  capacity  and 
cheapening  the  means  of  transportation  upon 
it,  rendering  it  as  much  superior  to  any  of  the 
competing  works,  constructed  to  divert  its 
trade,  as  it  was  originally  superior  to  the  ordi- 
nary highway.”  And  this  is  the  solution  of 
the  problem  of  New  York.  This  acknowledg- 
ment was  but  an  exercise  of  filial  duty.  If 
the  canal  is  important  to  the  State  at  large, 
she  is  doubly  so  to  her  Metropolis.  Let  one 
voice  call  for  the  progress  of  the  enlargement 
to  speedy  completion,  and  if  even  a small  per- 
centage in  capacity  can  be  gained  by  any  im- 
provement in  the  working  arrangement  of  its 
locks,  let  it  be  adopted.  Our  engineers,  and 
men  of  largest  experience,  inform  us  this  can 
be  done.  It  would  be  thriftless  therefore  to 
hesitate  ; another  struggle,  and  the  construc- 
tion account  can  be  closed,  this  fearful  avenue 
for  the  practice  of  fraud,  and  perpetration  of 
stupendous  ignorance,  can  be  closed  up,  and 
troops  of  men,  who  have  only  been  patriotic 
for  pay,  can  be  sent  about  their  business ; 
until  this  time  the  vast  sums  spent  upon  en- 
largement cannot  be  made  available.  All 
this  seems  contemplated  in  the  communica- 
tion read  here  to-day,  from  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  must  meet  a hearty 
response  from  every  friend  of  the  canals. 

But  we  are  told  ‘ ‘ our  canals  have  seen  their 
palmiest  days.”  No  less  authority  than  the 
philosopher  of  Oswego  county  tells  ns  so. 
The  introduction  of  railroads  has  superseded 
the  canals.  Did  this  philosopher  ever  attempt 


to  compute  the  difference  in  cost  between  1 
100  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  and  4 40-100  m i 
even  upon  4 6-12  feet  of  water  ? and  it  1 
evitable  consequences  in  the  long  run  ? Il 
the  railroads  have  attempted  to  carry  proj 
even  lower  than  canals,  wherein  lies  the  res  f 
that  there  is  not  to-day,  probably,  but 
railroad  in  the  State,  which  can  pay  a i 
dend  from  its  net  earnings,  and  this  nei 
of  the  long  lines.  In  this  contest,  the 
roads  seem  to  be  having  the  worst  of  it.  I 
a late  railroad  convention,  at  Niagara  F 
signs  of  distress  were  manifest,  in  an  atti 
to  call  in  western  railroads  to  aid  in  the 
equal  contest,  by  charging  discriminating  i 
against  property  passing  over  their  li 
destined  for  the  canals,  unless  the  promii  i 
canal-forwarding  interests  would  make  a i 
at  their  dictation.  Sir,  it  is  idle  to  tal 
advancing  prices  of  freight  upon  the  canal 
leaguing  lines  of  canal-forwarders  with 
railroads,  and  the  forwarder  knows  it  w 
whole  fleets  of  boats  would  float  in,  to  oec 
the  ground  thus  vacated,  only  too  glad  t< 
the  business  at  half  the  advance  thus  sougl 
be  obtained  by  combination  ; and  herein  < 
sists  tlie  greatness  of  the  canals.  It  is 
open  field  for  individual  enterprise  and 
favor.  Men  composing  the  Chamber  of  Cl 
merce  of  New  York  know  well  the  force 
this  power  in  their  own  cases,  and  man 
huge  fortune  has  been  built  upou  it;  h< 
will  ascribe  the  croakings  of  the  sage  of  Oi 
go  county  to  a fit  of  indigestion,  and  not 
foreshadowing  of  the  future  in  proph 
Men  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  n 
fortunes  by  falsifying  prophecy. 

If  the  project  of  selling  the  canals  to  a c 
pany  of  monopolists  cannot  be  contempli 
by  people  of  interior  and  western  portion 
the  State  without  indignation,  the  pei 
of  her  commercial  metropolis  are  no  less  i 
cerned.  For  while  in  the  hands  of  the  pei 
its  whole  commerce  is  her  own,  but  alien! 
to  a corporation,  a diversion  of  at  least  a j 
of  its  commerce  is  contemplated  ; for  I no 
the  very  mention  of  selling  the  canalf 
seized  upon  and  quoted  with  great  satisfac 
by  the  commercial  journals  of  Boston 
most  certain  to  inure  greatly  to  the  benefi 
that  city;  for  who  would  be  so  likely  to 
come  its  purchasers  as  capitalists  now  actu 
connected,  or  confederating  with  the  Cen 
Bailroad,  which,  it  is  a notorious  fact, 
always  been,  and  still  is,  controlled  by  Bos 
interests,  its  late  professions  of  devotioii 
New  York  city  to  the  contrary  notwithsta 
ing. 

But,  Sir,  I must  allude  to  another  sub 
under  consideration  of  this  convention,  an 
stitution  of  later  invention  than  canals,  s 
like  many  other  new  things,  has  absorbe 
large  share  of  popular  favor,  and  because  n 
est,  must  necessarily  supersede  the  old.  Tl 
are  many  things  puffed  into  favor,  as  uni' 
sal  panaceas,  which  with  abated  pretens 
become  useful  agents,  besides  railroads.  I 
no  enemy  of  railroads,  and  at  their  legitin 
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are  of  vast  importance  to  the  people  of 
ate  of  New  York.  I would  resign  my 
in  this  convention  in  a moment,  were  it 
is  asserted  by  some  of  the  newspapers, 
his  convention  was  ‘ ‘ instigated  by  reck- 
rstility  to  Railroad  Corporations,”  or  by. 
iians.  Such  journals,  so  far  from  repre- 
g popular  sentiment  towards  these  con- 
ins,  are  attempting  by  such  representa- 
to  merit  some  new  gratuity  from  mas- 
hey  seem  to  think  as  destitute  of  com- 
lonesty  as  themselves, 
spond  most  heartily  to  the  language  and 
of  the  address  of  the  friends  of  the  Canal 
In  in  the  city  of  New  York:  “ There  is  no 
ary  antagonism  between  the  Canal  sys- 
,nd  the  Railroad  system.  Each  in  its 
! has  resources  that  should,  and  would 
mi/.e  in  well-directed  arrangements.  By 
gitimate  laws  of  trade,  there  is  no  just 
d of  rivalry  between  the  two.  To  the 
elong  passengers,  and  light  or  highly 
rtrated  articles.  Also  articles  for  which 
raer  is  willing  to  pay  the  cost  of  speed, 
itroduction  of  railroads  unsettled  no  phys- 
,w.  If  you  move  a body  three,  or  thirty 
an  hour,  it  is  admissible  only  by  the  em- 
ient  of  power,  in  proportions  demonstra- 
fore  railroads  were  contrived  ; and  that 
r represents  cost  of  transit  three  or  thirty 
The  antelope  would  be  crushed  un- 
load for  the  elephant.  We  do  not 
:he  ox  upon  expresses,  nor  harness  the 
>r  at  the  plow.  The  electric  telegraph 
transmit  dispatches  without  sensibly 
ishing  the  mail-bag.  Nor  is  the 
)ag  since  its  introduction  solely  tenanted 
Political  speeches,  and  the  dilapidated 
hes  of  Members  of  Congress,  but  both 
bags  and  telegraph  wires  are  finding  un- 
ting activity  in  the  legitimate  offices  of 
but  when  you  transpose,  or  aggregate  in 
he  offices  of  both ; when  you  harness  the 
courser  to  the  plow,  and  the  telegraph 
lers  the  office  of  the  mail  bag,  some  politi- 
ionomist  will  probably  be  found,  to  recom- 
dispensing  with  these,  and  the  ponderous 
bag,  even  should  the  Oswego  county 
>r  have  subsided  into  the  office  of  Secre- 
if  State,  as  a reward  for  his  discoveries  in 
sal  economy  in  the  case  of  the  canals,  and 
ce  his  opinions  by  his  vote  in  the  canal 

s very  true  business  is  not  done  as  it  for- 
’ was  ; banks  want  paper  three  to  ten  days 
in,  and  payable  in  New  York — and  such 
dged  paper  has  had  many  admirers ; but 
jsuch  are  beginning  to  learn  the  ninety  days 
dies  less,  and  on  the  whole,  in  the  long 
p most  profitable.  It  it  this  very  aggrega- 
iwhich  is  now  rendering  our  railroads  un- 
nerating  to  their  owners,  and  destroying 
usefulness  to  the  community.  When  the 
[nber  of  Commerce  set  forth  their  opinion, 

; were  many  articles  legitimately  railroad 
jht,  which  need  not  conflict  with  the  canal, 
jnot  suppose  this  involved  a necessity  that 


such  articles  should  be  transported  at  less  than 
cost  of  movement, otherwise  they  would  be  trans 
ported  by  canal ; no,  sir,  I suppose  it  a necessary 
condition  to  legitimately  or  appropriately  be- 
longing to  either,  that  it  would  seek  one  or  the 
other  at  rates  which  shall  be  remunerative ; 
therefore  if  an  article  will  bear,  say  two  cents 
per  ton  per  mile  or  over,  that  article  may  be 
properly  called  railroad  freight.  On  the  other 
hand,  that  article  which  will  not  bear  one  cent 
per  ton  per  mile,  is  legitimate  canal  freight, 
since  at  such  figures  respectively,  each  can 
transport  property  profitably  ; should  the  rail- 
road monopolize  property  which  should  pay 
less  than  one  cent  per  ton  per  mile,  this  would 
not  be  the  harmonious  working  together  of  the 
two  systems  contemplated  by  the  communica- 
tion of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  would 
work  the  ruin  of  the  road,  consequently  detri- 
mental to  the  community  where  located.  And 
should  the  ability  to  transport  a part  of  the  prop- 
erty carried  over  it,  be  obtained  by  levying 
such  deficiency  upon  another  portion  of  its 
traffic  be  sound  policy,  since  it  involves  injustice 
to  both  ? One  man  may  thus  have  his  property 
transported  to  market  at  the  expense  of  his 
neighbor.  I do  not  believe  this  the  “ appro- 
riato  function”  contemplated  by  merchants, 
lit  how  much  less,  when  the  total  traffic  of 
other  States,  whether  it  be  diverted  from  our 
canals  or  not,  is  obtained  at  unremunerative 
prices,  and  a price  is  exacted  from  the  traffic 
of  this  State  sufficient  to  overcome  such  defi- 
ciencies, and  leave  a net  profit  upon  the  aggre- 
gate. If  the  object  and  end  obtained  in  this, 
is  division  of  property  from  our  canals,  then  is 
the  wrong  two-fold,  since  the  canals  must  be 
sustained  by  tax  (if  their  traffic  is  diverted)  upon 
the  very  people,  who  are  also  suffering  exces- 
sive levies  upon  their  own  property,  and  thus 
enabling  the  railroads  to  make  good  their 
losses,  while  robbing  the  canal.  Is  it  in  prac- 
tices like  these  “ the  importance  of  our  great 
railroad  system”  is  demonstrated  ? I think 
differently,  sir.  In  April  last  our  railroads 
contracted  flour  from  Chicago  to  New  York,  at 
50c.  per  bbl.  at  the  same  time  demanding  65c. 
from  Portageville,  N.  Y. 

Flour  from  Toledo  Ohio,  30c.  per  bbl.  to  New 
York,  demanding  40c.  from  Lockport,  Rochester, 
Palmyra,  Bloomfield. 

Flour  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  at  62 Jc  per  bbl.’ 
demanding  40c  from  Rochester,  65c  from  Port 
ageville,  50c  from  Owego,  60c  from  Addison. 

Flour  45c  from  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  demanding 
50c  from  Owego,  40  from  Rochester,  Lockport, 
Albion,  &c. 

Wheat,  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  25c  per 
100,  demanding  25c  per  100  from  Bloomfield, 
N.  Y.,  38c  from  Buffalo.  The  effect  of  this 
has  been  but  too  plainly  manifest  the  present 
season.  The  New  York  miller  has  stood  idle, 
or  has  been  confined  to  the  small  quantity  de- 
manded by  his  neighbors.  Rochester  and 
vicinity,  with  several  hundred  runs  of  stones, 
has  had  no  home-grown  wheat,  therefore  look- 
ed to  the  West  for  supply,  but  a small  boat 
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load,  semi-monthly,  has  sufficed.  Lockport, 
with  near  forty  runs,  has  been  supplied  by  a 
small  freight  packet,  making  semi-weekly 
trips  with  assorted  cargoes.  If  the  miller  ad- 
ventured custom  markets,  a loss  of  fifty  cents 
per  bbl.  was  inevitable,  since  he  must  rely  for 
a supply  of  wheat  upon  some  Western  point, 
where  its  value  was  made  by  price  of  freight 
upon  its  product  in  flour,  from  which  transpor- 
tation was  offered  as  low  as  from  his  mill  in 
this  State  ; the  result  is,  the  Western  miller 
has  done  a large  and  successful  business  ; our 
own  stood  idle  ; not  one-fiftieth  part  of  the 
milling  capacity  of  this  State  has  found  em- 
ployment up  to  the  present  harvest.  After 
many  years  of  failure,  this  State  has  produced 
a good  crop  of  wheat,  which  will  afford  the 
mills  temporary  supply.  Wheat  at  Bingham- 
ton, Owego,  Bloomfield,  &c.,is  worth  $1;  it  is 
worth  the  same  at  Southern  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Kentucky,  since  its  products,  or  the  article  ! 
itself,  are  transported  from  thoseWestern  local-  I 
ities  as  cheaply  to  sea-board  market  as  from  | 
the  first-mentioned  in  this  State.  This  damp 
upon  the  milling  interest,  sir,  is  produced  by 
the  confederate  policy  of  railroads. 

Our  railroads  contracted  Hides  from  Chicago 
to  New  York,  at  20c.  per  100  lbs.,  demanding 
35c.  per  100  from  Buffalo. 

Provisions,  from  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  New  York, 
at  17£c.  per  100  lbs.,  demanding  20c.  per  100 
from  Buffalo. 

Stock  Hoys , from  Chicago  to  New  York,  at 
40c.  per  100  lbs.,  demanding  65c.  per  100  from 
Buffalo  to  Canistota. 

Pork,  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  New  York,  at 
15c.  per  100  lbs.  This  contract  paid  5c.  per 
100  lake  freight,  from  Cleveland,  leaving  10c 
per  100  lbs.  to  be  divided  between  about  800 
miles  of  railroad.  The  freight  on  same  article 
from  Buffalo  to  Auburn  is  15c.  per  100  lbs. , 
from  Auburn  to  Syracuse  10c.  per  100  lbs. 

Wheat  has  been  carried  from  Louisville,  Ky., 
to  New  York,  at  25  c.  per  100  lbs.  East  Bloom- 
field to  New  York  is  also  charged  25c.  per 
100  lbs. 

Cattle , from  Sandusky,  O.,  to  New  York,  $35 
per  car  ; from  East  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  cattle 
are  charged  $57  per  car,  sheep  and  swine  $69 
per  car. 

Cattle,  Toledo,  O. , to  New  York,  $35  per  car, 
from  Binghampton  to  New  York  $60,  sheep 
and  swine  $70  per  car. 

Cattle,  Chicago  to  New  York,  $40  per  car, 
from  Spring  Water,  N.  Y.  $85  per  car. 

Sir,  can  the  agriculturist  of  this  State  re- 
main a silent  spectator  to  such  discriminations? 
He  does  not  object  to  the  use  of  our  own  sea- 
board market,  by  all  the  world,  and  rejoices 
that  inducements  can  be  offered  to  attract  them 
there,  but  knows  that  by  every  rule  of  right 
he  is  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  roads  his  own 
concessions  have  created,  on  at  least  equal 
terms  with  strangers;  he  knows  that  proximity 
to  markets  should  confer  advantages.  The 
assessor  and  tax-gatherer  have  enforced  this 
theory  ; he  knows  that  distance  involves  pro- 
portionate cost  of  transportation,  and  can- 


not avoid  the  unwelcome  conclusion 
the  citizens  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  111; 
are  obtaining  transportation  upon  their  p 
erty  at  fifty  per  cent,  of  actual  cost, 
that  deficiency  levied  upon  himself  bee 
•unable  to  resist.  He  knows  that  his  own  i 
has  depreciated  in  salable  value,  twenty 
to  forty  per  cent,  during  the  past  four  or 
years,  while  lands  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illiii 
&c.,  have  advanced  during  the  same  time 
hundred  per  cent. ; he  is  made  aware  a bu 
of  wheat,  corn,  or  oats,  or  a bullock,  is  w 
more  upon  the  prairies  of  Illinois  or  the  i 
Icy  of  the  Ohio,  than  at  his  nearest  railroad  | 
tion,  because  transportation  over  his  own 
roads  is  afforded  to  the  western  product  ch 
ev  than  to  his  own  ; that  the  transports 
upon  his  own  products  is  increased  above 
fair  value,  to  cover  deficiencies  in  transpoi 
the  products  of  the  West ; that  while  the 
roads  are  carrying  on  open  warfare  with 
other,  they  visit  his  pocket  to  pay  its  expel 
He  knows  the  ostensible  purpose  of  ai 
the  construction  of  Kailroads,  by  loans  an 
rect  gifts  from  the  State  treasury,  was,  to  d 
op  the  resources  of  this  State,  among  which 
of  prime  importance  was  agriculture ; that  ■ 
pared  with  mercantile,  mechanical,  or  com 
cial  pursuits,  this  is  the  life-blood.  Let 
agriculturist  increase  or  decrease  his  pre 
tion  but  ten  per  cent.,  and  it  swells  or  di 
ishes  the  pulse  of  every  other  pursuit.  I 
but  go  forth  that  the  crop  is  diminished  twi 
five  per  cent.,  and  a panic  shakes  the  comme 
world,  and  fleets  of  ships  rot  at  their  docks 
loom  aud  the  anvil  become  silent.  Let  i 
forth,  the  crop  is  greater  than  the  last  by  twi 
five  per  cent.,  and  their  sails  are  bent  on  as 
magic,  the  hum  of  the  loom  and  clang  of  thi 
vil  is  resumed.  The  increase  or  decrease 
single  bushel  per  acre,  as  the  aggregate 
State’s  production,  excites  the  liveliest  emi 
or  deepest  concern.  If  such  is  the  import 
of  agriculture,  of  what  comparative  import 
is  the  insignificant  question,  whether  one  ' 
road,  of  a nominal  capital  of  $3,000,000,  mor 
lizes  the  carrying  trade  of  the  far  West  ag 
another,  below  cost,  at  the  expense  of  a Si 
even  if  a.  portion  of  the  products  of  the  far  I 
should  not  reach  New  York  market,  w 
would  conduce  most  to  her  prosperity,  a wea 
thriving  State,  all  her  own,  or  an  impoveri 
State  to  swell  the  tonnage  of  one  Kail  road 
another,  where  all  tend  to  her  as  a centre  ? 

Knock  doum  furniture  has  been  carried  : 
Boston  to  Urbana,  Illinois,  at  30c.  per  JOt 
The  current  rate  of  freight  from  Buffalo  to 
bana,  Illinois,  is  57c.,  and  the  Buffalo  meet) 
cannot  cheapen  it;  but  the  discrimination  ag 
the  Buffalo  cabinet-maker  represents  the 
crimination  against  the  total  manufacture 
terest  of  the  interior — not  a machine,  an  in 
merit,  a fabric,  a commodity,  upon  the  lir 
our  Railroads,  but  is  taxed  heavier  in  its  tr; 
to  the  western  consumer  than  that  of  New  1 
land  congregated  at  Boston.  The  same  is  1 
also,  of  the  raw  material  derived  from  the  1 
for  their  use  ; in  consequence  our  manufai 


inguish  a few  years,  then  retire  again  to 
fEngland,  or  to  the  ultimate  westernmost 
Sreached  by  Railroads. 

Whandize,  has  been  transported  from  New 
to  Chicago,  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  classes, 

. per  100;  to  Buffalo,  class  1,  40c.,  class 
class  3,  30c.,  class  4,  20c.  per  100; 
amton,  class  1,  50c.,  class  2,  40c.,  class  3, 
3lass  4,  20c.;  Owego,  class  1,  55c.,  class  2, 
;lass3,  35c.,  class  4,  27c.;  Owego  to  Dun- 
class  1,  63c.,  class  2,  47c.,  class  3,  35c., 
4,  27c.  Merchandize,  New  York  to  Cin- 
;i,  class  1,  80c.,  class  2,  60c.,  class  3,  40c., 
4,  30c.;  New  York  to  Bloomfield,  class  1 , 
class  2,  34c.,  class  3,  38c.,  class  4,  32c.; 
'ore  the  interior  merchant  of  New  York 
10  goods  at  the  city  beyond  the  supply  of 
imediate  neighborhood,  and  upon  these  the 
is  enhanced  just  in  proportion  as  our  own 
>ads  have  delivered  them  to  the  western 
lant  below  the  prime  cost  of  the  movement. 

: discriminations  like  these  sink  into  insig- 
lice,  compared  to  the  levies  upon  the  traf- 
Itween  interior  places  of  our  own  State. 
Irorn  Syracuse  to  Utica,  53  miles,  is  charged 
■which  is  equal  to  $1  85  from  Albany  to 
lo,  nearly  twice  the  value  of  the  commod- 
\Merchamlize,  Syracuse  to  Rome,  38  miles, 
Irged  11c.  per  100,  for  4th  class,  which 
11  be  equal  to  $17  20  per  ton,  Albany  to  Buf- 
lElmira  to  Coming,  18  m..  Flour  is  charged 
lier  bbl.,  which  is  equal  to  $3  58  per  bbl., 
I Erie  to  New  York.  Elmira  to  Waverly, 
liles,  is  charged  14c.  per  bbl.,  which  is 
■ to  f>3  79  per  bbl.  from  Lake  Erie  to  New 

I;  it  may  be  said,  these  extreme  lowthrough 
iceurred  at  a season  of  unrelenting  war- 
etween  the  long  lines  of  Railroads,  which 
ever  occur  again.  Sir,  they  have  always 
I urinated  against  this  State  the  worst  on 
I ;s  of  prime  necessity  to,  or  to  be  exported 
I is  State,  which  rarely  appear  in  any  pub- 
I tariff.  Let  any  one  take  a freight  tariff 
I at  New  York  City,  to  attract  western 
I lants,  and  compare  it  with  any  other  issued 
I meeting  roads  at  Buffalo,  Dunkirk,  Oswe- 
any  place  he  pleases  in  this  State,  and  be- 
g with  Erie,  Pa.,  a distance  of  but  90 
he  will  find  $2  00  per  ton  discrimination 
■t  Buffalo,  and  before  you  have  reached  all 
■aces  with  which  Buffalo  formerly  traded 
chandize,  the  discrimination  is  increased 
*.00  per  ton.  And  in  the  movement  of 
Ira  property  to  the  seaboard,  the  rail- 
have  always  discriminated  against  this 
W bile  flour  was  being  transported  from 
n,  Ohio,  to  New  York,  at  45c.,  40c.  was 
ided  from  Buffalo,  from  Buffalo  to  Corn- 
c.,  Elmira  40c.,  Oswego  45c. , Great  Bend 
ancock  55c.,  Port  Jervis  67c.  Ten  to 
ents  per  bbl.  discrimination  has  become 
imon  as  to  excite  no  surprise.  When  the 
o merchant  has  to  overcome  but  ten  or 
cents  per  bbl.  in  placing  the  property  of 
fcstern  consignor  upon  an  even  footing,  it 
iit  the  mill,  in  relation  to  New  York,  he 
■lers  his  task  not  insurmountable ; when  it 


reaches  fifty  cents  or  more,  his  interior  custom- 
er finds  it  cheaper  to  go  to  New  York  and  bring 
back  the  western  product,  which  a few  days 
previous  passed  his  door  upon  its  transit  from 
the  west  to  New  York. 

Will  any  one  pretend  the  low  rates  at  which 
the  property  of  the  Western  States  has  been 
transported  the  present  season  have  been  remu- 
nerative to  the  railroads?  if  remunerative,  then, 
certainly,  has  that  of  this  State  been  charged 
high  beyond  reason,  and  the  call  is  imperious 
for  rectification  ; and  when  appeals  to  reason 
fail,  we  seek  it  at  the  hands  of  the  legislature. 
The  State  does  not  discriminate  against  the  man 
who  navigates  the  canals  ten  miles,  because 
the  clearance  of  his  boat  costs  as  much  official 
labor  as  to  clear  it  three  hundred.  He  pays 
his  tolls  per  mile  ; and  the  man  who  transacts 
a business  requiring  but  ten  or  one  hundred 
miles  of  canal  navigation  has  no  impediment 
placed  upon  him  to  favor  another  traversing 
three  hundred  and  forty-nine.  When  to  in- 
crease the  revenues  of  the  canal,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  charge  property'  entering  it  at  Oswego 
the  same  rate  which  it  would  have  paid  at 
Buffalo,  the  legislature  required  but  little 
argument  to  refuse  it  on  the  ground  of  injus- 
tice  to  Oswego.  Sir,  I feel  at  perfect  liberty  to 
refer  to  this,  since  I opposed  the  measure  at 
the  time,  and  made  up  my  mind,  if  by  bringing 
the  canal  up  to  its  capability  for  business  we 
could  not  retain  a reasonable  share  at  Buffalo, 
I would  remove  to  Oswego  as  the  best  place  to 
do  business.  The  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
| State  are  precisely  the  same  in  the  railroads  as 
they  are  in  the  canals,  differing  only  in  pay- 
ment of  duties  for  use.  The  State  constructed 
the  canals  at  common  cost,  and  demands  tolls 
to  keep  them  in  repair  and  reimburse  their  cost, 
the  citizen  performing  the  labor  himself.  The 
State  constructed  the  railroads  also,  by  delegat- 
ing power  reposing  in  itself  to  an  association 
of  its  own  citizens,  without  which  they  could 
never  have  been  constructed.  Its  object  was 
the  creation  of  a public  benefit.  'This  associ- 
ation or  corporation  performs  the  work  for  the 
j citizen,  and  are  entitled  to  charge  a reasona- 
! ble  price  therefor.  A departure  from  this 
j would  be  a failure  to  perform  the  implied 
| pledges  assumed  in  accepting  the  franchises  so 
j delegated,  and  warrants  legislative  interference 
| to  either  revoke  the  trust,  or  direct  its  man- 
j agement  in  such  manner  as  shall  accomplish 
j the  objects  of  its  creation. 

No  one  can  say'  the  people  undervalue  rail- 
roads. On  the  other  hand  they  have  been 
i most  bountifully  dealt  by.  No  legislature  yet 
! has  denied  their  requests  to  extend  their  pow- 
■ ers  in  the  w'ay  of  increasing  even  prospective 
| utility,  and  few,  if  any  of  them,  but  at  some  pe- 
j riod  of  their  existence  have  recieved  aid  from 
! the  public  purse  ; and  the  damage  they  may 
| inflict  upon  themselves  through  bad  manage 
I ineut,  or  upon  each  other  in  unnecessary 
strife,  tells  as  severely'  upon  the  people  at 
large  as  upon  their  own  stockholders. 

Sir,  I am  a railroad  man  and  a canal  man. 

| and  am  sure  this  involves  no  contradiction 


I would  like  to  see  each  doing  business  up  to 
their  fullest  capacity  upon  their  respective 
merits,  and  which  ever  predominated  I 
should  be  certain  was  entitled  to  it.  But 
this  does  not  involve  the  transportation  of 
any  portion  of  the  business  at  less  than 
cost,  because  it  can  be  assessed  upon  the 
other,  nor  does  it  involve,  swelling  up  its  nomi- 
nal sects  by  the  transaction  of  the  largest 
possible  business,  below  cost.  Such  subterfuges 
may  be  resorted  to  by  a dishonest  merchant 
to  put  on  the  outward  show  of  prosperity 
while  contemplating  bankruptcy,  but  not  the 
solvent  merchant. 

Nor  does  it  imply  assent  to  the  gauge  for 
Railroad  charge,  distinctly  avowed  by  their 
agents,  who  appeared  before  legislative  com- 
mittees last  winter  to  oppose  the  correction  of 
the  evils  of  which  we  complain,  in  salutary 
Legislative  enactments,  “That  Railroads  are 
only  governed  in  their  system  of  imposing 
charges,  by  the  necessities  of  their  customers,” 
and  dignify  such  practices  by  styling  them 
“ the  laws  of  trade.”  Such  may  be  the  prac- 
tices of  jockeys,  to  demand  prices  irrespective 
of  value,  and  rely  upon  the  ignorance,  or  cre- 
dulity of  the  purchaser,  to  obtain  them.  The 
highwayman  takes  your  purse  because  you 
have  no  means  at  hand  to  resist  him  but  such 
were  not  the  public  benefits  contemplated  in  the 
creation  of  Railroads.  We  were  told  ,if  the 
Railroads  now  built  do  not  serve  the  commu- 
nity reasonably,  we  could  build  others  along  side 
of  them.  Sir,  the  People  have  rights  not  to 
be  disregarded,  not  only  in  the  roads  now  built, 
but  in  those  which  may  be  built  along  side. 
Other  people  calling  themselves  conservative 
counselled  quiet,  for  the  canals  would  soon  be 
finished  and  they  would  correct  the  evil.  I 
suppose  the  completion  of  the  canals  will  not 
do  away  with  Railroads,  but  will  rather  increase 
the  legitimate  traffic  of  Railroads  by  drawing 
through  this  national  highway  a trade  running 
now  in  other  channels.  Will  not  the  relation  of 
the  Railroads  to  the  people  still  remain  the 
same  ? It  has  been  said  the  relief  sought,  at  the 
hands  of  the  Legislature,  is  only  a canal  for- 
warders’ measure,  therefore  the  Legislation  de- 
manded is  only  to  benefit  a class;  the  canal  for- 
warder very  likely  first  felt  the  baleful  effects  of 
Railroad  abuses  ; his  livelihood  depended  upon 
finding  remunerative  employment  for  his 
boats;  when  this  failed,  not  from  want  of  quan- 
tity of  property  moving  to  market,  but  because 
the  Railroads  of  this  State,  by  confederating 
with  Western  roads  under  their  influence,  had 
forestalled  the  property,  and  by  dividing  the 
losses  sustained  in  carrying  it  below  cost  pro- 
portionably  between  themselves,  had  underbid 
the  canals,  each  road  relying  upon  its  abil- 
ity to  recuperate  by  exactions  upon  their  in- 
dividual local  freight,  to  the  canal  was  charg- 
ged  the  local  rates,  but  pro-rating  upon  freight 
to  be  transported  upon  associate  Railroads. 

That  Railroads  adopt  a pro-rata  system,  to 
divert  property  from  the  canals,  is  illustrated 
in  the  following  distribution  of  freight.  The 
article  carried  was  20  hhds.  of  tobacco , contract- 


ed at  20  c.  per  100  lbs.,  from  Louisville,  1 
to  New  York. 

Miles,  received. 

The  Jeffersonville  R.R.  108  24-IOOc.  per 
Bellefont’e  & Cleveland  206  6 per 

Lake,  Clev’d  to  Buffalo  180  5 per 

New  York  Railroads  500  6 96-100  per 


20  c.  per 

Provisions.  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  ! 
York  at  . . 15  c.  per  100 

This  was  pro-rated,  viz. : 

Louisville  to  Cleveland  at  7 £c.  per  100 
Cleveland  to  Buffalo,  180 
' miles  per  Lake,  at  5 c.  per  IOC 
Buffalo  to  New  York  per 
Railroad  . . . 2 £ c.  per  16( 


15  c.  per  10( 

May  not  canal  forwarders  well  complai 
such  forestallment  of  Western  property  ? 
its  transportation,  at  Canal  Tolls  ? Is  thi 
legitimate  office  of  Railroads?  this  the  ha 
nious  operation  of  the  two  systems  of  ti 
portation  together  ? Are  not  such  expedi  i 
when  adopted  to  make  a show  of  business  I 
to  obtain  a credit  upon  such  show,  denom 
ed  in  the  larger  cities,  Kiting  f both  dest  I 
of  honesty,  as  certain  to  result  ruino  i 
When  adopted  to  interfere  with  the  ca 
criminal?  If  such  practices,  though  no 
tended  directly  to  destroy  confidence  ii 
canals,  by  leaving  them  without  revenue 
sustained  by  direct  tax, — should  this  resul 
low,  does  it-  not  call  for  legislative  int< 
ence?  I therefore  propound  the  simple 

tion,  ABE  NOT  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THIS  STATE  ENT 
TO  THE  USE  OF  THEIR  RAILROADS,  UPON 

terms  with  strangers  ? That  they  liavi 
would  appear  abundantly  manifest : tha 
long  freights  conveyed  by  these  Rail)  i 
have  been  remunerative,  no  one  will  pri 
for  a moment.  Yet  the  roads  report  a) 
ranging  from  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent.  | 
their  freight  traffic.  From  what  is  that ) 
derived,  if  not  by  excessive  levies  upon 
people  of  this  State  ? The  farmer  may  n< 
able  to  see  day  by  day  the  value  of  his  1 j 
declining.  The  manufacturer  and  the  | 
chant,  that  their  profits  are  narrower,  but 
any  stand  point  either  may  choose  to  ', 
he  sees  such  has  been  the  case  ; and  tha 
causes  are  still  at  work  to  produce  a con  i 
ance  of  the  same  result. 

We  say  the  people  of  this  State  hav  I 
interest  in  their  Railroads  ; that  the  rig 
build  them  and  operate  them  does  not  si: 
belong  of  right  to  those  men,  now  their  nn  1 
ing  Directors,  but  are  franchises  delegati  M 
the  people  to  be  used  for  Public  bei*  t 
which  is  inconsistent  with  their  use  for  It 
pression,  or  private  avarice. 

A bill  was  introduced  in  the  last  L l 
lature,  founded  upon  the  proposition  : 1 
People  of  this  State  are  entitled  t(  i 
use  of  their  Railroads  upon  equal  i t 
with  strangers.  The  bill  progressed  sci  I 
) that  it  was  reported  back  by  the  coum  ' 
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ine,  but  the  hundred  days  were  over, 
temper  of  the  house  upon  this  meas- 
was  not  to  be  mistaken.  Two-thirds 
d gladly  have  voted,11  Aye  ” upon  it  had 
opportunity.  This  the  railroad  lobby- 
soon  discovered,  when  Albany  became  a 
residence  for  them  by  the  discharge  of  the 
je  Investigating  Committee.  They  there- 
found  it  easier  to  accomplish  the  end  of 
T by  indirect  means  before  the  regular 
nittees,  than  to  be  worsted  on  open  ground 
•e  the  house.  But  let  the  people  of  the 
: of  New  York  remember  with  approval 
lames  of  Harrison  A.  Lyon,  Luke  Ranney 
3.  A.  Law,  of  the  Special  Committee  upon 
Pro-rata  Freight  Bill,  who  could  neither 
verved  by  sycophancy,  deceived  by  false- 
.s  for  truths,  bought  by  passes,  nor  intirni- 
I by  threats. 

e Bill  provided  for  the  publication  of  Rail- 
Freight  Tariffs,  by  posting  the  same  in 
■ depots,  which  tariff  should  consist  of  two 
s : 1st,  Transportation  ; 2d,  a sum  not  ex- 
ing  forty  cents  per  Ton  for  warehousing  and 
lling,  (a  sum  nearly  double  their  reported 
of  such  service,)  that  way-freights  should 
arried  upon  the  system  of  compensation 
jed  in  the  act,  and  not  delayed  to  give 
erence  to  through  ; that  Railroads  should 
|ify  all  the  articles  they  shall  proffer  to 
r,  and  opposite  to  such  classification,  name 
nice  per  mile  at  which  they  will  transport 
same,  and  may  add  thereto  forty  cents  per 
br  warehousing  and  handling ; that  a copy 
uch  freight  tariff  shall  be  filed  with  the 
d Department,  and  a certified  copy  under 
^eal  of  the  Auditor,  shall  be  legal  evidence. 
Iclassification,  and  tariff  of  charges,  shall 
iin  unchanged  for  at  least  one  month  ; 
there  should  not  be  a variation  in  such 
ges  to  exceed  twenty-five  per  cent,  within 
mrrent  year.  Railroads  were  left  entirely 
to  fix  their  own  prices,  since  they  were 
osed  the  best  judges  of  the  value  of  such 
ices  ; but  should  be  fixed  to  all  alike,  to 
;itizen  of  the  Western  States,  t,he  same  as 
le  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
le  Act  provided  against  several  evasions 
likely  to  be  resorted  to,  in  contravention 
le  spirit  of  the  proposed  law.  It  made 
it  ion,  or  neglect,  a misdemeanor  punish- 
by  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars,  half  of 
h should  go  to  the  complainant.  In  case 
ability  to  collect  such  fine  of  the  railroad 
icted,  liability  reached  the  Directors. 

;ch,  sir,  were  the  provisions  of  the  Pro-rata 
; if  the  penalties  were  severe,  the  more 
ct  strictly  to  adhere  to  its  provisions.  Sev- 
of  its  provisions  were  said  to  be  novel, 
) that  they  should  not  take  less  or  more 
i their  advertised  freight  tariffs.  Is  it  not 
novel,  that  corporations  so  bountifully 
owed,  in  gifts  and  concessions  of  the  People, 
dd  use  those  privileges  to  their  oppression 
detriment  ? This  Bill  contained  no  meas- 
sf  oppression  ; it  simply  was  a scheme  for 
working  of  railroads,  just  to  the  people — 


profitable  to  themselves,  if  they  chose  to  make 
it  It  left  each  road  to  fix  its  own  rates,  inde- 
pendently of  the  other,  and  to  a great  extent 
remove  the  ability  of  one  powerful  company, 
by  means  of  its  money,  credit  and  appliances, 
to  crush  out  another  ; which  would  be  mani- 
festly as  detrimental  to  the  people  along  its 
line,  relying  upon  it  for  transportation  facili- 
ties, as  it  has  been  to  its  stockholders. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Clapp  was  adopted : 

“ Resolved,  that  we  regard  it  as  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  people  of  this  State  at  the  ensuing 
election,  to  sanction  by  their  votes  the  pro- 
posed loan  of  two  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  that  loan  does  not  create  a debt, 
but  is  devoted  to  the  liquidation  of  one  already 
existing.’’ 

Hon.  Ansel  Bascom  reported  an  addition 
to  the  address  previously  reported,  which  after 
some  remarks  in  opposition  to  it  by  Mr.  Hovet, 
of  Onondaga,  was  withdrawn. 

Judge  Warner  offered  a resolution  which, 
being  regarded  by  several  speakers  as  a reiter- 
ation or  recapitulation  of  others  already  adopt- 
ed, was  withdrawn. 

The  following  letter  from  Gov.  Hunt  was 
then  read. 

Lockport,  Aug,  31st  1859. 

To  Messrs.  Henry  O'Rielly,  M.  M.  Caleb,  Hugh 

Allen,  F.  S.  Littlejohn,  James  H.  Mallory, 

Committee. 

Gentlemen:  I regret  sincerely  that  a pre- 
vious engagement  puts  it  out  of  my  power  to 
attend  the  Canal  Convention  to-morrow,  in  ac- 
cordance with  your  request.  But  for  this  im- 
pediment, I would  gladly  come  and  unite  with 
you  in  your  deliberations,  and  raise  my  voice 
once  more  in  vindication  of  the  Erie  Canal  and 
its  transcendent  importance  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  State.  There  seems  to  be  a growing  dis- 
position of  late  to  disparage  the  Canal,  de- 
preciate its  value,  and  obscure  the  fact  that 
it  is,  and  ever  must  be,  the  main  channel  of 
trade  between  the  Lakes  and  the  sea-board. 

But  the  truth  should  be  proclaimed  that  the 
Canal — even  in  the  present  unfavorable  season 
— conveys  a larger  tonnage  than  all  the  rail- 
roads together. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  men  amongst  us, 
who  seriously  advocate  the  sale  of  the  Erie 
Canal  to  the  highest  bidder.  If  such  a scheme 
is  entertained  in  any  quarter,  it  is  best  that 
the  monster  should  be  stifled  in  its  cradle.  I 
hope  the  convention  will  denounce  it  in  the 
most  emphatic  manner,  as  a measure  which 
would  dishonor  the  State,  and  make  New  York 
an  object  of  perpetual  derision  and  reproach. 
Fortunately,  the  Constitution — as  if  discerning 
from  afar  the  mercenary  spirit  of  an  age  which 
might  desire  to  sell  everything  sacred — has  en- 
joined that  the  Canals  should  not  be  sold  ; 
“ but  they  shall  remain  the  property  of  the  State , and 
under  its  management , forever.’  ’ This  constitutional 
barrier  is  to  be  maintained  with  watchful  vigi- 
lance. 
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At  least  two  legislatures  must  be  bought  and 
sold,  and  a majority  of  the  people  prepared  for 
vassalage,  before  the  commercial  supremacy 
and  sovereign  power  of  the  State  can  be  struck 
off  under  the  hammer,  to  an  unruly  and  irre- 
sponsible oligarchy.  If  so  detestable  a bargain 
shall  ever  be  consummated,  New  York  will 
cease  to  be  a Free  State,  and  her  people  will 
have  shown  themselves  fit  for  a degrading  ser- 
vitude. Unless  I am  utterly  deceived  in  my 
estimate  of  the  self-respect  and  patriotic  spirit 
of  our  citizens,  they  will  preserve  their  own 
independence  and  cherish  the  rights  and  honor 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

I admit  that  the  burden  of  taxation  is  becom- 
ing serious ; but  there  is  an  easy  remedy. 
We  must  return  to  the  original  policy  upon 
which  the  Enlargement  was  predicated.  The 
trade  and  tonnage  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Atlan- 
tic markets — already  so  enormous — must  be 
made  to  yield  the  comparatively  trifling  tribute 
which  is  needed  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  ca- 
nal debt.  In  other  words,  the  heavy  freight 
on  the  railroads  as  well  as  the  canal,  must  be 
subjected  to  a moderate  toll  until  the  canal 
debt  be  discharged.  Otherwise  it  must  be  pro- 
vided for  by  unequal  and  unjust  taxation.  The 
issue  is  distinctly  presented,  and  the  people 
are  to  decide  for  themselves. 


The  enlargement  of  the  canal  is  virtually 
eomplished.  Only  a small  remnant  of  w 
remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  give  seven 
depth  of  water.  Let  this  be  secured — and 
canal  will  at  once  defy  competition.  It 
vindicate  the  wisdom  of  its  advocates, 
establish  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  S 
on  an  impregnable  basis. 

If  the  people  are  wise,  they  will  place  re 
sentatives  in  the  Legislature  and  the  Ci 
Board,  who  can  be  relied  on  to  sustain  judic 
measures  for  a prompt  and  vigorous  comple 
of  the  remaining  work,  and  to  adopt  a fii 
cial  policy  which  shall  restore  the  trade 
revenue  of  the  canals — and  thus  relieve 
payers  of  the  State,  by  placing  the  burdei 
the  canal  debt  where  it  justly  belongs. 

I remain,  with  great  respect,  yours  trul 
WASHINGTON  HU 

After  some  discussion  participated  in 
Messrs.  Bascom,  Hunt,  O’Rielly,  Bloss 
others,  the  following  resolution  was  adoptt 

Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  of  the  Stati 
requested  to  publish  the  proceedings  of 
Convention. 

After  the  passage  of  a resolution  thanl 
the  officers  of  the  Convention,  the  Conven 
adjourned. 


Address  reported  by  Mr.  Bascom,  from  Committee  on  Resolutions,  &c.,  referred  to  at  page  30. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  ROCHESTER  STATE  CONVENTION, 


CONCEUN'LNi:  THE  COMMERCE,  AGRICULTURE  AND 
NEW  YORK,  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  THE  CAN, 
To  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York : 

In  December  last,  a State  Mass  Convention  assembled 
at  Syracuse,  to  consider  cert  Min  grave  questions  connected 
with  our  own  canal  and  railway  systems — nearly  every 
quarter  of  the  State  was  represented.  In  numbers  it  was 
large : its  designs  were  patriotic,  and  its  conclusions  were 
arrived  at  with  unanimity  and  enthusiasm.  It  proposed 
among  others  three  distinct  important  measures. 

1.  That  railway  corporations  in  this  State  should  be 
required  by  law  annually  to  establish  and  publish  their 
rates  for  freight  carriage  at  uniform  rates  per  mile,  and  to 
continue  for  one  year— except  the  allowance  of  a small 
additional  percentage  in  winter  and  for  short  distances. 

2.  That  the  law  of  1851,  releasing  certain  railway  cor- 
porations from  the  payment  of  canal  tolls  should  be 
repealed,  and  the  roads  again  subjected  to  the  liabilities 
in  that  respect  existing  before  such  repeal. 

3.  That  the  practice  of  railway  corporations  of  giving 
free  passenger-tickets  to  legislators,  judges,  and  other 
officials,  should  he  prevented  in  future  by  positive  palen 
laws. 

As  to  the  policy  of  tlien  combining  these  propositions, 
there  was  some  difference  of  opinion — none  or  very  little 
a3  to  the  intrinsic  justness  and  propriety  of  each.  And 
the  ultimate  harmony  arrived  at  was  not  so  much  the 
result  of  compromise  of  opinion,  as  of  changes  resulting 
from  facts  and  arguments  presented. 

That  convention  might  well  hope  that  those  measures 
or  a part  of  them,  might  secure  the  efficient  approval  of 
the  law-making  power  of  the  Slate,  then  soon  to  com- 
mence the  discharge  of  its  annual  duties;  hut,  wisely 
apprehending  a failure  of  its  first  efforts,  it  provided  for 
future  conventions  at  the  call  of  its  committee. 

One  of  these  is  now  in  session  in  the  city  of  Rochester, 
and  makes  this  appeal,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  assist  in 
awakening  popular  attention  to  the  importance  and 
necessity  of  the  measures  proposed. 

The  construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals 
was  the  most  beneficent  and  successful  enterprise  of  any 
country  or  of  any  age.  Magical  as  seemed  the  improve- 


MANUFACTURES  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  ( 
CL  SYSTEM  AND  THE  RAILWAY  MANAGEMENT. 

ment  of  this  and  the  Western  States  resulting  from  1 
works,  it  was  equaled  by  their  financial  success.  In 
than  twenty  years  they  had  returned  to  the  treaso 
sum  more  than  equal  to  their  entire  cost  with  comp 
interext,  besides  paying  all  current  expenses. 

At  this  period,  the  surprising  but  actual  developi 
of  the  resources  of  the  West,  was  enough  to  justify 
belief  that  its  future  commerce,  and  our  ownj  as  we 
the  interest  of  our  great  seaboard  and  inland  cities,  v 
soon  demand  increased  facilities.  Railroads  had  not 
exhibited  an  atiility  to  meet  such  demand;  and  the 
argement  of  the  Erie  arid  the  construction  of  two 
laterals  was  determined  upon  and  commenced. 

One  of  the  results  is,  that  the  canal  debt,  then 
three  or  four  millions,  incurred  in-building  lateral  ca 
has  been  swelled  to  about  four  times  the  original  co 
the  Erie  and  Champlain ; which,  added  to  the  gel 
fund  debt,  makes  a State  indebtedness  of  nearly  1 
millions,  with  an  annual  revenue,  aside  from  direcll 
tion,  of  less  than  one. 

These  astounding  fads  cannot  longer  be  ignored  bj 
government  or  the  people.  They  are  not  statesmen, 
obtain  the  direction  of  public  affairs,  and  make  no  e 
to  devise  means  for  the  diminution  of  this  large  < 
We  ourselves  are  supremely  and  cowardly  mean  to' 
posterity,  if  we  would  bequeath  the  whole  of  this  <le 
good  part  of  resulting  from  the  mismanagement  of 
own  agents),  and  that,  too,  after  having  suffered  a pi 
for  years  which  has  nearly  destroyed  the  revenues  o. 
only  property  wre  can  bequeath  with  it. 

. .We  admit  in  the  outset,  in  fact  we  claim,  that  the 
sures  we  urge  should  be  considered  in  connection  • 
the  financial  condition  of  the  State.  If  they  tend  ti 
crease  existing  embarrassments,  or  delay  the  payme 
the  State  debt,  the  local  or  private  interests,  ’how 
general  or  extensive,  must  yield. 

EFFECT  OF  PROPOSED  MEASURES  UPON  REVENUE 

The  first  of  these  measures  will  set  some  bounds 
competition  for  freight  that  has  proved  alike  ruintni 
both  railway  and  canal  carriers.  The  interests  of 
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> not  require  that  the  property  of  its  own  citizens 
L>e  carried  to  market  at  noo  -remunerative  prices 
arrier,  much  less  that  we  should  provide  exten- 
ilities  for  people  of  other  States,  and  transport 
loperty  at  ruinous  losses. 

I railroads  (the  Central  particularly)  are  worked 
pharp  eye  to  the  freight  upon  the  canal.  Low 

I I summer  compel  the  laying  up  of  canal  boats,  and 
l*om  building  new  ones;  high  prices  in  winter, 
liere  is  no  canal  competition,  meets  the  summer 
I id  insure  a profit  upon  the  year’s  business.  Rail- 
Imbinat’ons  advance  rates;  railway  quarrels  de- 
I em,  sometimes  to  half  what  they  should  be.  The 
I rrier  cannot  make  his  calcula  ions  or  contracts  by 
| of  his  own  judgment  alone;  he  must  speculate 
|e  probabilities  of  combinations  or  quarrels,  and 

Cards  not  legitimately  belonging  to  his  business, 
jcomes  too  uncertain  for  prudent  men. 
ulation  making  rates  uniform,  or  nearly  so, 
the  year,  will  invite  the  equipment  of  the  En- 
anal,  and  enlist  the  enterprise  of  a cla«s  of  men 
- which  the  canals  must  become  worthless.  Canal 
j and  canal  revenues  will  be  increased  by  the 

K~thcr  proposition,  to  restore  tolls  upon  the  roads, 
nore  direct  in  its  results,  if  productive  of  a less 
of  revenue,  than  the  other  measure,  for  it  will 
ter  to  the  State  whether  the  property  pass  by  one 
the  other,  so  long  as  it  secures  its  legitimate 
If  tolls  be  collected  upon  all  the  property  pass- 
In  and  along  the  Erie  Canal,  the  rates  may  be  con- 
low  to  gain  a certain  amount  of  revenue;  if  upon 
| only,  high  tolls  must  be  continued  upon  canal 
™ at  the  hazard  of  driving  lumber  and  other  cum- 
commodities  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  while  the 
ge  the  Central  has  in  grades  over  the  roads  cross- 
mountains, is  a sufficient  security  against  the  di- 
f traffic  in  that  direction.  It  is  quite  as  probable 
aggregate  of  traffic  on  the  Central  and  on  the 
11  he  increased  by  restoring  tolls,  as  that  it  will 
|nished. 

3e  urge  these  measures  on  account  of  their  intrin- 
ess,  too.  Why  should  not  the  people  of  this 
■?.  permitted  to  enjoy  the  use  of  the  railways  within 
■?aply  as  the  people  of  other  States? 

■ long  would  we  submit  to  a regulation  of  canal 
ich  would  subject  a barrel  of  flour  for  Albany  to 
|e  or  greater  tolls  if  started  from  Syracuse,  as  if 
iffalo  ? A discrimination  of  canal  tolls  has  been 
sometimes,  against  the  property  of  other  States, 
not  found  much  popular  favor.  Discrimination 
urselves  would  not  be  borne  at  all,  though  the 
should  go  into  our  own  treasury  and  diminish 
is.  Shall  we  submit  to  a discrimination  equally 
every  point  of  view,  for  the  benefit  of  a railway 

jnor  and  thanks  to  Messrs.  Harrison  A.  Lyon, 
anney,  and  S.  A.  Law,  the  majority  of  a Select 
bee  of  the  Assembly  of  last  winter,  for  an  able  re- 
ion  this  subject — a report  which,  if  it  could  be 
■d  generally  by  the  public  press,  would  render 
jtation  of  this  subject  perhaps  unnecessary.  That 
tee  inquire,  page  2S. 

t justice  on  th e part  of  the  railroads  to  charge 
iest  price  on  the  shortest  distance,  as  was 
before  your  Committee  they  had  done — and 
themselves  on  the  ground  that  the  law  of  ne- 
compels  the  individuals  to  pay  it?"' 

'as  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  advo- 
fore  your  Committee , that  their  charges  for 
were  made  according  to  the  individual  neces- 
nd  not  according  to  the  cost  of  transportation, 
ndividual  is  so  located. I as  not  to  have  the  ad- 

ie  of  competing  routes , he  may  be  charged  two 
j times  as  much  as  his  more  distant  neighbor 
same  service  over  the  same  road  : not  that  it 

J™  e railroad  that  much  more , but  his  necessities 
them  to  demand  it , and  compel  him  to  pay  it." 
w-citizens  ! such  are  the  practices  of  institutions 
■ by  your  power:  shall  they  be  continued  by  your 
*i  ce? 

RAILROAD  TOLLS. 

B been  a just  policy  of  the  State  to  compel  the  pay- 
the  cost  of  the  canals  by  those  who  use  them, 
y as  turnpike  and  plank  roads  are  sustained, 
.te  having  no  fund  out  of  which  the  cost  of  canals 
defrayed,  and  their  gratuitous  use  at  once  given 
who  needed  their  facilities,  it  must  of  necessity 
lose  who  use  them  to  pay  for  them,  or  defray 
bst  by  taxation— which  would  practically  operate 


as  unjustly  as  to  tax  a whole  county  for  the  cost  of  a 
plank  road  used  almost  solely  by  a single  town.  Th6 
State  is  a mere  trustee,  bound  to  do  equity  among  its 
citizens — to  see  to  it,  as  far  as  possible,  that  those  whous6 
and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  public  works,  should  bear 
the  burden  of  their  cost  and  maintenance  : and  ihe  State 
had  no  more  right,  when  the  cost  of  the  canals  was  un 
paid,  to  authorize  the  construction  of  other  works  to 
render  them  useless,  than  it  bad  originally  to  construct 
them  by  general  tax  and  give  their  use  to  a part  of  our 
citizens,  and  to  the  citizens  of  other  States,  without  con- 
sideration. Railroads  might  transport  with  more  facility 
or  more  cheaply,  but  until  the  people  of  the  State  were 
indemnified  against  taxation  for  the  cost  of  the  canals, 
the  people  of  the  sections  for  whose  benefit  they  had  been 
made,  should  be  satisfied  to  pay  their  just  proportion  of 
the  burden  they  assumed,  whether  they  used  one  fa- 
cility or  the  other. 

In  the  infancy  of  the  railway  system,  the  trustee  was 
careful  of  its  trust.  The  successful  financial  results  of  the 
canal  system  had  been  such,  that  the  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually  derived  from  passengers  on  the  canals 
could  be  hazarded  or  lost  in  the  competition  with  rail 
ways;  bnt  the  millions  derived  from  the  carrying  of 
property  were  carefully  secured  against  such  hazard,  by 
inhibitions  in  the  first  railroad  charters  against  carrying 
freight  at  all,  or  only  upon  condition  of  paying  the  like 
tolls  as  if  the  property  should  pa-s  upon  the  canal. 

This  policy  was  not  only  due  to  the  public  creditor, 
but  was  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  large  portions  of 
our  citizens  from  taxation  to  pay  for  works  they  did  not 
need  and  could  not  use.  If  the  people  of  the  canal  section 
of  the  State  and  the  Western  States,  could  afford  to  pay 
the  canal  debt  when  they  enjoyed  the  benefit  only  of  the 
canal  itself,  they  could  afford  to  pay  it  at.  least  as  well  as 
when  they  came  to  have  the  double  facilities  of  the  best 
canal  and  the  best  railway  on  the  continent.  If  it  was 
hard  for  other  sections  of  the  State  to  be  taxed  fur  build- 
ing the  canals,  it  was  made  no  easier  by  giving  the  canal 
section  the  best  of  railways  facilities  too. 

Yet,  unfinished  canals;  a frightful  public  debt,  canal 
revenues  so  diminished  as  to  fall  two  millions  per  annum 
below  the  constitutional  demands  upon  them ; a practical 
repndiation  of  two  millions  of  unfunded  debt,  much  of 
it  for  private  property  taken  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner;  a failure  to  pay  interest  upon  State  bonds;  and  a 
rapidly  gro wing  distrust  of  tne  public  faith,  are  the  fruits 
of  the  departure  from  a just  and  necessary  policy  by  the 
release  of  the  railways  along  the  line  of  the  canal,  from 
their  obligation  to  pay  tolls. 

We  will  place  in  contrast  with  this  gloomy  picture  of 
our  present  condition,  one  drawn  by  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners in  their  report  of  1858,  of  what  our  condition 
might  have  been,  had  an  honest  policy  been  adhered  to. 

‘•Since  1850,  there  have  been  frequent  reductions  of 
canal  tolls  to  meet  the  competition  of  railroads.  Assum- 
ing that  the  increased  canal  tonnage  between  1846  and 
1S56,  has  been  in  equal  proportion  upon  the  different 
classes  of  freight.  Had  the  rate  of  tolls  of  1846  been  re- 
tained and  applied  to  the  tonnage  of  1856,  Hie  cross 
receipts  from  tne  canals  would  have  been  $4,996,554,  in- 
stead of  $2.748,212 : and  had  the  aggregate  canal  and 
railroad  tonnage  of  1856,  paid,  tolls  to  the  State,  at  the 
rate  charged  on  the  canals  in  1846,  it  wou'd  have  amounted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  $7,512,003.  These  calculations 
indicate  the  value  of  the  canals  and  railroads  of  our  State, 
as  sources  of  revenue  from  freight  alone,  if  relieved  from 
the  competition  which  enforces  the  use  of  both  for  less 
than  an  adequate  compensation.” 

•‘  The  present  vast  tonnage  passing  through  our  State 
by  canals  and  railroads,  is  a legitimate  element  from 
which  to  obtain  revenue  amply  remunerative  to  those 
who  provide  channels  for  its  transit,  whether  by  canal  or 
rail.  And  it  will  be  indeed  unfortuaate  if  the  wisdom  of 
the  Legislature  cannot  devi  e some  measure,  just,  both 
to  canals  and  railroads,  which  will  enable  each  to  com- 
mand speedily  the  income  th  y so  much  require.” 

These  wise  suggestions  have  been  unheeded  by  two 
sessions  of  the  Legislature.  Shall  they  be  unheeded  by 
the  people  themselves,  when  about  to  elect  an  entire 
new  one  ? 

Will  you  not  insist  upon  a return  to  a policy  that  pro- 
vides for  the  payment  of  near  three-fourths  of  your  canal 
debt  by  citizens  of  other  States  and  Canada?  or  will  you 
permit  the  continuance  of  a policy  which  will  as  cer- 
tainly throw  the  whole  burden  of  that  debt  upon  the  tax- 
payers of  this  State  alone,  as  that  unregulated  railway 
competition  shall  render  a further  reduction  of  canal  tolls 
necessary  ? 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THB 


RESCUING  THE  CANALS  FROM  THE  RUIN  WITH  WHICH 
THEY  ARE  THREATENED  ; * 


BY  EXPOSING  AND  RESISTING 

Railroad  Conspiracy  ” for  “ Discrediting  the  Canals,  and  diminishing  their  Revenues,  with  a 
yiew  of  bringing  them  nnder  the  hammer ; ” — f 

AND  ADOPTING  MEASURES  FOR  COUNTERACTING 


rninons  Competition  with  Railroads,  permitted  by  the  State,  and  instituted  by  Railroad  Direc- 
tors for  the  express  purpose  of  breaking  down  the  Credit  of  the  Canals.” — % 

As  stated  editorially  in  the  * New  York  Herald,  the  t New  York  Times,  and  the  % New  York  Tribune.) 

CONVENTION  AT  UTICA,  SEPT.  28,  1859. 


IUANT  to  adjournment,  from  Rochester, 
r State  Convention  of  friends  of  the 
was  held  in  the  City  Hall,  in  Utica, 
:8th,  1859. 

w minutes  past  eleven,  a.  m.,  the  Con- 
i was  called  to  order  by  Caklos  Cobb, 
e,  Chairman  of  the  State  Committee, 
ihose  motion,  Hon.  Henry  Fitzhugh,  of 
o,  was  unanimously  elected  permanent 
mt,  amid  much  applause, 
rs.  O’Rielly  and  Flagler  were  appointed 
nittee  to  conduct  the  President  to  the 

iking  his  seat,  Mr.  Fitzhogh  said — 
lemen  of  the  Convention : — I thank 
the  unexpected  honor  conferred  upon 
jailing  upon  me  to  preside  over  your 
ations,  but  regret  sincerely  that  you  did 
lose  some  one  more  accustomed  to  pre- 
'er  deliberative  bodies,  than  myself, 
nions  on  the  subjects  which  have  been 
red  by  this  Convention,  are  pretty  gen- 
known.  I shall  not,  therefore,  detain 
h any  remarks  in  relation  to  them,  but 
•ou  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  business 
Convention.  (Applause.) 
ollowing  gentlemen  were  elected  Vice- 
nts : 

t Sawin,  Erie;  T.  T.  Flagler,  Niagara; 
Gallery,  Monroe ; W.  H.  Shankland, 
ga  ; A.  P.  Seymour,  Oneida  ; W.  Clark, 
mery,  W.  T.  Cuyler,  Livingston ; L.  D. 
Albany;  John  McVean,  Dutchess;  D. 
n,  New  York. 

s.  Wm.  Monteith,  of  Buffalo;  J.  E. 
>f  Oswego;  S.  G.  Chase,  of  Albany, 
j.  Lewis,  of  Yates,  were  elected  Sec- 

Hovey,  Syracuse — 

all  for  this  Convention  sets  forth  the 
for  which  we  have  been  invited  to 
re  to-day.  It  is  that  the  People  of  the 
New  York  be  invited  to  meet  in  a 
Convention,  at  the  city  of  Utica, 
lay,  and  at  this  hour.  The  objects  are 
by  the  following  words: — “At  which 
>e  discussed  the  commercial  policy  of 
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“ the  State  with  reference  to  her  agricultural, 
“ manufacturing,  and  commercial  interests.” 

Mr.  President,  these  are  great  interests — 
interests  which  involve  the  whole  prosperity 
of  the  State ; and,  I am  pleased  to  see  so 
intelligent  and  numerous  a body  of  people 
here  to  consider  and  discuss  them  to-day.  If 
this  Convention  discusses  understandingly, 
wisely,  and  considerately,  the  objects  set  forth 
in  this  call,  and  acts  becomingly  and  wisely, 
its  effect  will  be  felt  throughout  this  State 
upon  all  classes  of  its  people.  (Applause.) 

Sir,  this  has  been  called,  in  some  of,  the 
newspapers,  a CaDal  Convention.  I do  not  so 
understand  it.  I understand  this  to  be  a 
Convention  which  involves  very  important 
interests  of  the  people  of  this  State.  It  is 
true,  Sir,  that,  prominent  among  the  subjects 
to  be  discussed,  and  the  objects  to  be  attained, 
is  some  provision  whereby  the  public  property 
of  the  State  shall  be  made  available  and  prof- 
itable, and  redeemed  from  the  embarrassments 
which  now  surround  it.  The  people  of  the 
State  of  New  York  Lave  great  and  important 
public  works — works  which  have  cost  a large 
sum  of  money.  These  works  are  the  property 
of  the  people,  and  every  man  owns  a share  of 
it.  (Applause.) 

Now,  Sir,  from  causes  which  it  becomes  this 
Convention  to  discuss,  this  property  has  been 
rendered  unprofitable ; and  it  becomes  the 
people  of  this  State  to  take  the  subject  up  and 
consider  it  calmly  and  TVisely,  and  see  what 
can  be  done  to  remedy  the  evils  under  which 
the  public  property  of  the  State  now  labors. 
The  Canals  of  this  State  have  cost  thirty-five 
to  forty  millions  of  dollars ; they  are  a great 
and  valuable  property ; and  hundreds  of  men 
in  this  hall  can  well  remember  how  much — 
know  from  actual  experience  and  recollection, 
how  much  the  Canals  of  this  State  have  done 
to  make  this  the  Empire  State  of  this  Union, 
and  to  establish  within  its  borders  the  Com- 
mercial Emporium  of  the  Western  World. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  President,  I know  from  my  own  recollec- 
tion how  much  the  people  of  this  State  owe  to 


42 


the  Canals.  I am  one  of  those  who  can  never 
forget  that  to  the  Canals  of  this  State,  New 
York  owes  her  first  onward  march  to  her 
present  proud  position.  And  I am  one  who 
will  be  the  last  to  forget  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  future  of  these  Canals,  whether  profit 
able  or  unprofitable,  the  welfare  of  this  State 
demands  that  they  shall  remain  the  property 
of  the  people  of  the  State.  (Applause.) 

I have  been  laboring  for  some  time  in  this 
cause.  I feel  deeply  interested  in  it.  I hope 
this  Convention  and  gentlemen  here  in  attend- 
ance will  discuss  the  propositions  named  in 
this  call  thoroughly,  for,  when  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, they  are  safe,  and  forever  so. 

With  a view,  Mr.  President,  to  carry  out 
the  objects  of  this  Convention,  I move  the  ap- 
pointment of  a Committee  of  eleven,  by  the 
Chair,  to  prepare  resolutions  and  business  for 
the  action  of  the  Convention. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed: 

Sanford  B.  Hunt,  of  Erie ; L.  A.  Spalding, 
of  Niagara ; Thomas  Parsons,  of  Monroe ; L. 
B.  Crocker,  of  Oswego ; A.  H.  Hovey,  of 
Onondaga;  R.  C.  Palmer,  of  Oneida;  S.  G. 
Chase,  of  Albany ; J.  H.  Mallory,  of  New 
York;  C.  H.  Thompson,  of  Steuben;  E.  H. 
Edwards,  of  Broome;  Henry  O’Rielly,  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  O’Riellt  suggested  that  the  time  should 
be  occupied  by  some  gentleman  familiar  with 
the  preceding  Conventions,  in  giving  a history 
of  them,  and  to  that  end  he  called  upon  Plon. 
Ansel  Bascom,  of  Seneca  Falls,  who  had  been 
an  earnest  laborer  in  the  cause.  (Applause 
and  repeated  calls  for  Mr.  Bascom.) 

Remarks  of  Hon.  Ansel  Bascom. 

Mr.  President — If  I am  to  answer  the  call 
which  has  been  made — one  of  no  little  embar- 
rassment to  me — if  that  is  insisted  upon  by 
the  mover  of  this  resolution  and  by  those  who 
called  me  out,  they  must  not  complain  if  some 
“ fur  flies.”  But  I will  endeavor  to  confine 
myself  to  the  history  of  this  movement,  from 
my  own  connection  with  it.  I should,  perhaps, 
be  chargeable  with  egotism,  should  I go  back 
and  refer  to  my  own  connections  with  the 
questions  you  are  about  to  discuss;  and  I 
shall,  therefore,  begin  only  with  the  first 
movement  of  these  Conventions,  of  which  this 
is  the  third,  and  trace  their  progress  up  to  this 
period  of  time.  I believe  that  will  answer 
the  call  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I 
shall  reserve  my  voice  until  there  comes  before 
this  Convention  for  its  consideration  some  of 
the  wide-spread  questions  indicated  by  the 
circular  which  has  been  read. 

My  attention  last  December  was  attracted 
to  a notice  in  your  newspapers  (no  circular 
was  sent  to  me)  containing  a call  in  these 
brave  words : 

“By  concerted  action  and  full  and  proper 
representations  to  the  next  Legislature,  it  is 
believed  much  may  be  done  to  facilitate  the 


work  remaining  to  complete  the  Canals; 
tect.  the  resources  of  our  crippled  rev< 
justly  appertaining  to  the  vast  transports 
interests  of  the  State;  and  thereby  relieve 
people  from  onerous  taxation  for  the  payr 
of  the  Canal  debt. 

“The  railways  of  this  State  and  Pennsj 
nia  and  Maryland  are  combined  against 
State  works  of  New  York.  The  policy  of 
powerful  combination,  if  not  its  purpose, 
crush  the  public  works  and  interests  of  . 
York;  and  the  times.no  less  than  pop 
sentiment,  call  for  legislative  interpositior 

I thought  I had  a right  to  go  there,  a 
went.  I appeared  there  at  the  hour  as  prc 
as  certain  delegates  did  at  Syracuse  the  ( 
day,  and  I made  the  motion  (which  1 tl 
the  Chair  for  seconding)  which  placet 
upon  the  Resolution  Committee.  The  r 
of  this  Convention  was  the  adoption  of 
rnl  distinct  propositions.  One  was  for 
completion  of  the  Canal  by  direct  taxatk* 
the  property  of  the  State.  Another  wi 
provide  for  the  floating  debt  (supposed  t 
from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollare 
recommending  to  the  Legislature  to  sub 
loan  bill  for  the  approval  of  the  people  a 
next  election.  Another  provided  for  th 
rata  freight  bill,  so  that  the  people  of  oui 
State  could  enjoy  the  benefits  and  facilit 
railroads  incorporated  by  it,  as  cheaply 
people  of  other  States  and  Canada,  beyon 
borders.  Another  proposition  looking  t< 
enue  was  in  these  words — 

“ Resolved,  That  the  remedy  for  the 
ing  financial  embarrassments  of  the  Stab  . 
the  slow  progress  of  our  public  works,  w 
found  in  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  18? 
leasing  tolls  on  railroads  ; and  such  legis 
as  will  subject  railroad  corporations,  for  i 
advantage  it  was  passed,  to  the  eond 
upon  which  they  were  permitted  to 
freight  by  the  law  of  1847. ” 

A resolution  in  relation  to  the  propelh 
Lake  Erie  was  offered  and  adopted. 

Another  was  “that  the  long  continued 
tice  of  railroad  corporations  giving  free  j 
to  members  of  the  Legislature  and  other  of 
is  destructive  of  that  confidence  which  s 
exist  between  constituents  and  represent* 
and  should  be  prevented  in  future  by  1 
penal  laws.”  (Applause.)  The  two  first  ] , 
sitions,  in  relation  to  the  means  for  comp  | 
the  enlargement  and  in  relation  to  the  i 
ing  floating  debt,  received  the  favorable  t 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  last  winter, 
other  three  were  not  acted  upon  or  we 
feated.  And  there  remained  then  fo  j 
future,  as  it  seemed  to  the  friends  < 
movement,  the  duty  of  sustaining  those 
measures  which  had  been  unfortunate 
the  Legislature.  The  State  Committee  i 
as  it  had  a right  to  do,  another  Convent 
Rochester,  to  consider  these  three  rem  | 
propositions, 

That  Convention,  assembled,  debate'  b 
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lated  with  harmony,  I thought;  but  per' 
lit  was  not  equally  fortunate  io  the  se- 
|n  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  carry 

Iie  results.  That  Committee,  or  a portion 
issued  a circular  different  from  the  one 
lias  been  read  here.  In  order  to  get  the 
ft  subject  before  the  Convention,  I will 
lio  another  circular,  the  first  one  issued  in 
lime  of  the  Committee,  if  not  by  its  au- 

|y- 

lie  State  Convention  at  Syracuse,  in  De- 
lir  last,  and  the  Convention  at  Rochester, 
Ip  first  September  instant,  proposed  three 
1st  leading  measures : 
ll  pro  rata  Railroad  Freight  Bill. 

I die  restoration  of  Canal  Tolls  upon  the 
lal  Road. 

K penal  law  to  prevent  the  giving  by 
lids  of  free  passenger-tickets  to  public 
I s. 

I only  do  the  great  business  interests  of 
I hole  State  demand  these  measures,  but 
l ancial  condition  makes  their  necessity 
lative. 

I Canal  debt  must  be  paid  by  tolls  or 
I If  by  tolls,  other  States  will  pay 
[fourths;  if  by  taxes,  we  pay  all. 

Iirty  was  taken  of  appending  the  names 
I committee  to  that  circular.  They  had 
ll  authority  to  append  the  names,  as  those 
rot  out  the  other  circular  had.  Under 
ft  both  of  these  invitations,  is  this  meeting 
■bled.  The  State  Committee  are  tolerably 
ftnious,  but  not  entirely  so.  We  must  be 
Idled  to  say  here,  that  the  harmony  con- 
li  the  disposition  of  overslaughing  one,  if 
Ivo,  of  the  propositions  agreed  upon  by 
lonventions  at  Syracuse  and  Rochester. 
Iiyself,  I dissent  from  the  propriety  of 
Iso.  I will  not  consent  to  come  here  to 
lird  convention,  and  undertake  to  reverse 
Ition  of  the  two  preceding  ones ; all  the 
ftnd  circumstances  being  as  I have  above 
I.  I do  not  regard  it  as  my  duty,  as  an 
I jive  officer  of  the  convention  at  Roches- 
I unite  in  the  attempt  to  overthrow  the 
I of  the  preceding  Conventions,  but  rather 
|e  reasons,  such  as  I may  be  permitted  to 
|o  the  Convention,  why  it  should  be  ad- 
Ito  in  letter,  spirit,  and  truth, 
ftlieve  I have  fulfilled  the  call  of  the  gen- 
ii from  New  York,  if  not  to  his  entire 
Iction,  I believe  as  much  so  as  can  be  de- 
led of  me.  I have  regretted  the  difference 
ftiion  that  existed  in  the  State  Committee. 
Icumstanee  in  my  life  has  given  me  more 
Ideation  than  that  disagreement.  I am, 

I will  permit  me  to  be  a little  egotistical, 
lis  war,  in  some  shape  or  another.  (Ap- 
I).  I will  not  abandon  my  opposition  to 
lailroad  power.  I have  felt  this  power,  not 
li  Albany,  but  at  home.  I was  charged  by 
litorof  a very  influential  journal,  not  very 
pm  where  I reside,  with  having  uttered 

tents  at  the  Rochester  Convention,  that 
d me  for  a deliberative  assembly.  All 
■was,  and  it  was  in  that  kind  manner  that 


gave  no  offense  to  those  who  heard  me,  that  our 
movement  was  rather  a rebellion  against  the  de- 
facto  government  of  the  State,  than  a mere  Ca- 
nal Convention,  to  consider  the  interests  of  for- 
warders or  any  class  of  men  of  that  kind  ; that 
this  railroad  power  had  come  to  be  so  omnipo- 
tent, as  to  have  taken  the  powerfrom  the  people 
and  the  Legislature,  and  to  have  wielded  the 
destinies  of  the  people  of  the  State,  as  it  pleased. 

I hardly  know  whether  for  such  an  utter- 
ance I am  now  called  out  to  make  an  exhibi- 
tion of  my  unfitness  for  deliberation,  to  amuse 
the  Convention,  or  whether  it  is  intended  as  a 
compliment  to  myself.  I will  show  that  gen- 
tleman, if  he  will  permit  me,  if  I am  not  fit  for 
the  deliberations  of  a Convention,  that  I am 
pretty  good  at  asking  questions;  and  the  next 
time  he  reviews  my  remarks,  I will  ask  him  to 
answer  me  a few  plain  questions  : What  power 
was  it  that  disrupted  your  Legislature  in  1851 
and  sent  it  home,  because  a constitutional  ma- 
jority of  both  houses  was  about  to  pass  a bill 
that  provided  for  the  completion  of  rival  routes, 
which  were  in  the  way  of  the  ambition  of  this 
power  ? What  was  the  power,  that  three 
months  afterwards,  when  the  extra  session  of 
the  Legislature  was  held,  exercised  the  treaty- 
making power,  and  treated  with  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  terms  on 
which  it  might  be  permitted  to  pass  the  same 
measure  ? What  power  was  it  that  went  into 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  decided  that  your 
nine-million  loan  bill — the  consideration  for  the 
release  of  railroad  tolls,  to  which  this  power 
had  assented,  was  an  unconstitutional  bill,  and 
therefore,  void  and  turned  into  ashes,  in  the 
hands  of  a disappointed  people?  What  power 
was  it  that  two  or  three  years  afterwards,  com- 
bined eight,  nine  or  ten  different  railroad  cor- 
porations into  one  gigantic  power,  stretching 
from  the  sea-board  to  the  lakes,  and  from  the 
Northern  lakes  to  the  mountains  almost  ? 
What  power  was  it  that  took  from  your  legal 
officers  the  power  of  putting  valuation  upon 
property  liable  to  taxation,  and  vested  it  in 
agents  of  their  own  appointment,  without  even 
the  ceremony  of  an  official  oath  ? Why,  all 
these  acts  resulted  in  an  embarrassed  and  bank- 
rupt treasury,  and  in  the  necessity  of  state  re- 
pudiation— tor  such  has  been  the  practical 
condition  for  several  years.  Two  millions  of 
deficiency  have  been  provided  for  year  after 
year,  by  one  shift  and  another;  and  such  is 
the  necessity,  that  the  Comptroller  is  compelled 
to  go  down  to  New  York,  and  beg  some  bank 
for  money  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  State 
bonds,  without  even  so  much  as  a promise  that 
his  powerful  influence  should  be  exerted  for 
the  re  payment  of  that  unauthorized  unconsti- 
tutional loan.  I will  inquire  how  all  these 
acts  resulted  from  the  honest  mistakes  of  your 
representatives  ? Have  they  resulted  from  the 
impartial  and  considerate  judgment  of  consti- 
tutional agencies,  or  have  they  been  the  result 
of  power  and  influence,  aye,  of  corruption  even 
upon  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  land  ? 
(Applause.) 
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Now,  if  the  gentleman  will  go  home  and  only 
just  say  that  I am  pretty  good  at  asking  ques- 
tions, or  will  put  in  his  pa  per  a respectful  an- 
swer to  them,  I will  not  complain,  whatever 
he  may  choose  to  say  about  me. 

Now,  Sir,  I have  spoken  at  the  call  of  the 
Convention,  but  I did  not  do  so  from  any  wish 
of  my  own.  There  is  business  for  this  Conven- 
tion to  do ; conflicting  elements  to  settle  here ; 
conflicting  opinions  to  be  harmonized,  and  I 
mean  to  endeavor  to  harmonize  them  if  I can, 
and  reserve  myself  for  the  discussion  upon  the 
resolutions  that  may  be  reported  by  your  Com- 
mittee, if  it  shall  become  necessary  to  revert 
to  them.  I mean  to  do  so,  in  the  same  spirit  of 
freedom  and  frankness  that  was  manifested  by 
the  gentleman  who  called  this  Convention  to 
order.  I mean  to  do  it  respectfully  and  kindly. 
I do  fear,  for  one,  this  railroad  power ; and  it 
is  no  new  feeling  with  me,  arising  just  preced- 
ing the  election;  it  is  an  old  and  perhaps 
chronic  difficulty  with  me.  This  railroad 
power  is  not  only  an  iron  power,  but  it  is  a 
golden  power  too.  Your  moneyed  interests 
throughout  the  land  are  combined  against  the 
great  interests  of  the  property  of  the  masses  of 
our  own  citizens.  Thanking  the  Convention 
for  the  indulgence  with  which  I have  been 
heard,  the  only  apology  I have  to  make 
for  trespassing  upon  your  time  is,  that  just  at 
the  present  moment  there  was  no  business  be- 
fore the  Convention.  I hope  other  gentlemen 
will  follow  my  example,  and  as  they  say  in  re- 
ligious meetings,  free  their  minds.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Cobb  of  Buffalo,  thought  the  Convention 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  Hon.  D.  C. 
Littlejohn  of  Oswego,  who  was  present  in  the 
Hall. 

Mr.  Littlejohn  said  that  he  preferred  to  talk 
to  some  question,  and  he  hoped  therefore  that 
the  Convention  would  excuse  him  until  some 
practical  subject  came  up.  (Applause.) 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned 
to  meet  at  the  Court  House  at  2 P.  M. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  2 

P.  M. 

Hon.  T.  G.  Alvord  of  Onondaga,  offered  the 
following  resolution,  asking  that  it  might  be 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Resolved , That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  for  this  Con- 
vention to  select  at  this  time  from  the  candidates  now  in 
nomination  by  the  political  parties,  any  whom  they  shall 
point  to  as  their  peculiar  choice,  but  to  leave  the  question 
Who  are  friends  to  the  interests  we  represent  ? to  be  an- 
swered immediately  by  the  persons  in  nomination  before 
the  day  of  election. 

Carlos  Cobb  of  Erie,  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  a Committee  to  wait  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions,  and  inquire  when  they 
will  be  ready  to  report.  Carried. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  mover  as  such 
Committee. 

Mr.  Cobb  returned  and  reported  that  the 
Committee  were  ready  to  report. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Hunt  from  the  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following  series  of  resolutions. 


1.  Resolved,  That  the  original  policy  of  the  State  l 
templated  that  the  tolls  on  property  passing  througt 
State,  should  pay  for  the  construction  of  the  Canals;  • 
a departure  from  that  policy  has  reduced  the  revenu 
the  State  to  so  low  a point,  that  taxation  to  pay  the  P: 
Debt  has  become  unavoidable ; and  therefore  a rt 
to  that  original  policy  until  the  State  Debt  is  paid  or  1 
vided  for,  is  required  by  true  public  interests. 

2.  Resolved , That  for  the  protection  of  the  manufa 
ing  and  agricultural  interests  of  this  State,  we,  the  £ri 
of  those  interests,  do  insist  that  one  of  the  means  ti 1 
store  their  prosperity,  is  to  compel  by  law,  the  Kail  | 
corporations  of  the  State  to  carry  the  property  ol  | 
own  citizens  on  equal  terms  with  the  property  ofcit 
of  other  States;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Con 
tion,  such  a law  would  be  eminently  just  to  the  cit  I 
of  the  State,  (and  ought  and  must  fee  conceded  oi  i 
part  of  such  corporations.) 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  next  Lej  1 
lature  to  provide  by  tax,  for  the  completion  of  the  C;  I 
of  the  State,  and  the  closing  of  their  construction  acc ; 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  season  of  navigation  in 
wiih  as  great  an  extension  of  the  length  of  the  locks 
practicable  with  their  present  walls. 

4.  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as,  in  the  event  of  tb 
dering  of  a tax  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  purpos 
canal  completion,  the  exhaustion  of  the  Stale  'ires 
would  render  the  tax  unavailable  until  the  winb  I 
1861-2,  a temporary  loan  in  anticipation  of  the  colie 
of  the  tax,  is  a necessary  part  of  the  scheme  of  enl 
ment. 

6.  Resolved,  That  while  the  letting  of  the  repai 
the  canals  by  contract  meets  our  approval  as  a mei 
of  economy,  we  nevertheless  regard  the  Canal  Con 
sioners  as  the  responsible  parties  in  their  managei 
and  they  are  bound  by  every  consideration  of  dul 
exact  from  the  contractors  a constant  condition  of 
feet  repair. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  State  Executive  Commitl 
hereby  instructed  to  prepare  interrogatories  to  be 
sented  to  all  candidates  for  office,  embracing  the 
sures  advocated  by  this  Convention ; and  that  the  re 
to  those  interrogatories  be  published  as  a guide  t 
people  in  deciding  upon  the  reliability  of  the  va 
candidates. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stevens,  the  report 

accepted. 

Mr.  O’Rielly  moved  that  the  resolution 
taken  up  separately.  Carried. 

The  Secretary  read  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Alvord  of  Onondaga,  inquired  what 
resolution  meant — whether  it  was  intende 
toll  Railroads,  or  what  ? 

Dr.  S.  B.  Hunt,  of  Buffalo.  On  the  pai 
the  committee  I will  make  this  explanal 
The  Canal  Convention,  held  at  Syracusi 
December  last,  affirmed  the  doctrine  of 
reimposition  of  toll  through  the  mediunl 
the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1851,  thus  reinsta 
the  law  of  1847.  It  imposed  tolls  ou  all  1 
roads  carrying  freight.  The  question  cam>i 
in  the  committee,  and  the  difficulty  bee1 
immediately  apparent  there,  which,  it  > 
very  evident,  would  be  extended  to  theil 
vention.  The  question  was  plain,  that  if 
committee  undertook  to  decide  definitely  f 
exactly  by  what  means  this  burden  of  taxa 
should  be  removed  from  the  people,  tha 
once  a great  difference  of  opinion  would  i 
in  the  Convention,  and  we  should  be  anti' 
ting  difficulties  which  must  be  met  fii 
on  the  floor  of  the  Legislature.  The  que; 
came  up,  whether  we  should  advocate  rru 
the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1851,  which  has  r 
posed  tolls  upon  the  Central,  Oswego  and  £ 
cuse  roads,  or  whether  we  should  advc 
the  imposition  of  tolls  on  all  the  roads  of 
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ij  and,  among  them,  those  which  have 
been  hitherto  subjected  to  tolls.  It  was 
ht  in  the  committee  that  the  duty  of  the 
ittee  and  of  the  Convention  was  only  to 
the  necessity  of  returning  to  the  orig- 
inal policy  of  the  State,  based  upon  the 
hat  property,  transported  through  the 
should  pay  the  public  debts.  On  this 
d the  committee  decided  not  to  say  def- 
’ whether  the  act  of  1851  should  be 
ed,  but  leave  it  an  open  question  to  be 
d by  the  Legislature.  We  assert,  as  a 
pie,  that  tolls  should  be  reimposed.  The 
s of  the  measure,  we,  of  course,  are  not 
upon  to  decide;  we  feel  it  impossible 
to  do  so  in  a body  of  this  size,  and  in 
ry  short  time  which  this  body  has  for 
ration. 

Alvord,  of  Onondaga.  I desire,  and  I 
.he  members  of  this  Convention  desire, 
be  placed  in  an  equivocal  position.  I 
it  understand  what  that  resolution  means 
low,  with  the  explanation  given  it  by 
ntleman  who  reported  it  to  this  Conven- 
nless  it  means  that  this  Convention,  by 
t (although  wishing  to  ignore  that  fact), 
eally  advocate  the  reimposition  of  tolls 
the  railroads  of  the  State.  There  is  a 
ity  of  opinion  here  upon  that  question, 
does  seem  to  me  that  we  ought  to  meet 
estion  directly  in  terms  and  in  words  : 
er  we,  sitting  here  and  representing  the 
its  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  part,  are 
lor  of  the  reimposition  of  the  tolls  upon 
ilroads  of  the  State — whether  upon  a 
1 class  of  railroads,  or  upon  the  whole  of 
I will  not  say  that  there  can  not  be 
oubt  as  to  the  construction  to  be  put 
this  resolution ; but  I ask  gentlemen  to 
that  if  they  vote  aye  on  that  res- 
i,  they  vote  in  favor  of  reimposing 
pon  railroads,  for  it  is  the  only  way  in 
we  can  return  to  the  policy  which  was 
ed  in  the  first  instance  in  this  State.  1 
ntlemen  to  look  at  our  railroad  charters, 
wfll  find  that  where  the  railroads  en- 
into  competition  with  the  canals,  they 
ntirely  restricted  from  carrying  freight, 
i by  insidious  steps  they  were  permitted 
ry  freight  in  winter  upon  a payment  of 
id  then  finally  during  the  entire  year, 
t iniquitous  proceeding  of  1851 — that 
n made  between  the  railroad  interests 
one  side,  and  the  pretended  friends  of 

I pie  on  the  other  side — tolls  were  abol- 
pon  railroads,  which,  up  to  that  time, 
m compelled  to  pay  toll  on  all  property 
ssed  over  them.  I,  for  one,  am  entirely 
1 that  the  people  of  this  State  have  a 
o impose  tolls  upon  these  railroads, 
use.]  But  I must,  at  the  same  time, 
regard  to  this  matter,  that  while  these 
own  private  views,  1 have  very  serious 
whether  we  can  succeed  in  reimposiug 
and  I think,  by  undertaking  such  a 
e,  we  should  be  jeopardizing  interests 


in  which  we  may  possibly  succeed.  I very 
seriously  doubt  whether  among  the  men  who 
are  in  favor  of  the  movement  which  was  initi- 
ated at  Syracuse  and  followed  up  at  Rochester, 
there  is  not  a large  number  who  will  not  go  one 
single  step  in  the  reimposition  of  tolls  on  rail- 
roads. We  willplace  ourselves  in  a false  position 
by  passing  that  resolution,  unless  we  are  dis- 
tinctly infavor  of  that  movement.  I would  ra- 
ther the  question  should  be  stripped  of  all  pos- 
sible doubt,  and  that  we  should  come  out  plainly 
and  say  that  we  are  in  favor  of  imposing  tolls 
upon  railroads;  and  then, if  the  majority  are 
in  favor  of  that  movement,  I will  go  hand 
in  hand  with  them  through  the  entire  contest. 
But  let  us  discuss  it  in  its  broadest  sense,  in 
the  way  in  which  we  have  got  to  discuss  it, 
and  come  to  a conclusion  after  the  deliberation 
of  this  body  has  been  had,  whether  it  is  the 
policy  of  canal-men  to  ask  at  the  hands  of  our 
Legislature  for  any  such  thing,  Let  us  look 
at  this  question  in  all  its  bearings,  and  let  us 
see  what  operation  it  will  have  upon  the  other 
measures  proposed  by  the  series  of  resolutions 
introduced  here,  and  see  whether  we  had  not 
better  forego  that  portion  of  the  resolution, 
throwing  ourselves  back  upon  the  other  reso- 
lutions introduced. 

REMARKS  OF  B.  F.  COOPER,  OF  UTICA. 

B.  F.  Cooper,  of  Utica,  begged  leave  to  offer 
the  following  resolution  as  a substitute  : — 

Resolved,  That,  as  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  the  acts 
of  the  Legislature  of  1847  and  1851,  allowing  the  trans- 
portation of  freight  upon  railroads  without  payment  of 
tolls,  should  be  repealed,  and  tolls  should  be  imposed, 
except  in  the  winter,  when  the  canals  are  closed,  and 
that  during  that  period  freight  be  carried  at  a justpro- 
rata  rate. 

This  resolution  will  bring  the  question  up 
boldly,  so  that  the  sense  of  the  Convention 
may  be  ascertained  distinctly  upon  this  matter ; 
and  when  we  have  ascertained  that  the  reso- 
lution does  not  suit  the  Convention,  it  can  be 
so  framed  as  to  give  expression  to  that  opinion. 

Mr.  Magee,  of  Steuben,  moved  to  lay  the 
substitute  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cooper.  As  I said  before,  it  is  time  that 
we  should  meet  the  question  boldly;  look  at 
this  whole  subject,  and  see  what  is  best  to  be 
done  ; and  it  was  for  that  purpose  that  I pro- 
posed the  amendment.  With  the  consent  of 
the  Convention  I propose  to  call  their  attention 
to  the  state  of  things  existing  in  the  past,  and 
I think  that  I shall  be  able  to  answer  satisfac- 
torily the  suggestions  of  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Magee)  who  preceded  me.  If  you  will  carry 
back  your  recollection  to  the  time  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Erie  Canal,  you  may  recollect, 
as  it  appears  from  authentic  statistics,  that  for 
the  first  twenty  years  of  the  operation  of  that 
canal  it  paid  the  cost  of  construction,  ils 
compound  interest  and  all  its  current  expenses. 
One  would  think  that  was  an  achievement  of 
which  the  State  of  New  York  might  be  proud. 
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If  my  recollection,  be  correct,  we  had  a popu- 
lation of  some  one  and  a half  million,  possibly 
a little  more.  In  the  course  of  ten  years  the 
canal  was  constructed — a work  which  was  the 
father  of  all  internal  improvements  on  this 
western  continent, ; a work  upon  which  New 
York  may  rest,  with  pride  her  reputation  in  the 
past  and  for  all  coming  years.  We  had  estab- 
lished a channel  communication,  linking  the 
waters  of  the  West  with  the  Atlantic.  China 
was  a hundred  years  in  the  construction  of  her 
canals,  notwithstanding  her  immense  popula- 
tion, her  immense  resources,  and  despotic  gov- 
ernment. France  was  more  than  forty  years 
completing  the  construction  of  the  canal  of 
Languedoc.  Just  sprung  from  the  wilderness, 
with  the  ax  or  plough  in  one  hand,  and 
wielding  the  functions  of  legislation  with  the 
other,  we  have  carried  through  this  mighty 
work,  a model  for  internal  improvements  for 
all  coming  time — a work  which  was  beneficial 
at  the  time  of  its  construction,  and  is  so  now, 
and,  if  properly  managed,  ever  will  be.  Pro- 
ceed from  that  time.  From  some  authentic 
statistics  gathered  by  the  committee  of  the  last 
Legislature,  who  have  done  honor  to  them- 
selves, and  greatl}"  benefited  this  country,  it 
would  seem  that  from  that  time,  1846  to  1851, 
the  revenues  from  the  canals  of  this  State  were 
between  nineteen  and  twenty  million  of  ton- 
nage, and  between  three  and  four  million  of 
dollars  were  paid  into  the  treasury.  About 
that  time  we  find  the  power  created  in  this 
State,  of  which  few  persons  perhaps,  com- 
paratively, had  really  taken  its  dimensions 
at  the  time  of  its  creation.  That  was  the 
railroad  power  of  this  State.  It  was  at  that 
time  a mere  stripling  in  comparison  with  its 
present  condition.  Then  we  had  the  Schenec- 
tady, Albany,  Syracuse  and  Utica  railroads 
acting,  at  times,  in  hostility,  broken  and  sep- 
arated. Now  they  are  united,  presenting  a 
powerful  front.  In  1851  they  went  to  the 
Legislature,  and  said,  “This  is  a fast  age;  we 
are  a fast  people.  The  spirit  of  young  America 
is  developing  itself ; it  will  override  the  conti- 
nent. We  must  have  freight  carried  through 
at  railroad  speed.”  Sir,  this  railroad  speed, 
while  it  has  many  attractive  and  beneficial 
qualities,  has,  like  all  other  things,  its  good 
and  evil  mingled.  It  is  the  spirit  which  is  en- 
couraging, which  is  drivingthis  nation  forward 
at  a speed  tearful  as  that  of  the  locomotive, 
and  which  may  prove  as  destructive.  “It  is 
time  to  take  counsel  with  moderation,  and 
make  haste  slowly.”  We  have  gone  on  with 
the  spirit  of  young  America  in  our  legislation, 
in  our  business,  and,  alas,  in  our  morals. 

Mr.  Magee  called  the  gentleman  to  order.  A 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  Bascom  thought  the  call  to  order  came 
with  ill  grace  from  a gentleman  who  had  made 
a speech  when  offering  the  motion.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

The  Chair  decided  the  gentleman  not  in 
order,  and  put  the  question,  when  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 


Mr.  Cooper  then  resumed  his  remarks 
saying  that  it  was  undoubtedly  desirabl 
many  respects  that  certain  kinds  of  fre 
should  be  allowed  to  go  through  on  the 
road,  and  yet,  after  all,  he  might  quef 
whether  a wise  statesman,  iu  looking  at  i 
every  point  of  view,  would  not  say  that 
community  would  not  be  as  much  benefi  1 
if  it  all  went  through  the  canals.  What  : 
the  effect  of  passing  along  freight  with  1 
road  speed  ? It  was  to  take  a given  amoui 
travel,  divert  it  from  the  canals,  and  trai 
it  to  the  railroads. 

What  was  the  effect  upon  the  canal  ii 
est  ? How  large  had  been  the  investmei  ' 
capital  and  labor, — aye,  how  large  the  in  1 
ment  of  hope  that  had  been  made  in  it?  1 
was  the  first  instance  where  these  feelings 
been  stricken  at,  where  the  freight  was 
ded — a part  to  go  on  the  railroads. 

Do  you  suppose  that  we  get  the  same  am  ’ 
of  benefit  as  we  previously  did  ? In  my  j 
ment  we  do  not.  How  much  capital  upoi 
canals  has  been  neutralized — how  much  ii 
try  and  energy  paralyzed  by  the  operat 
We  get  for  it,  what?  We  get  accelerated  s 
for  about  one-sixth  of  what  the  canal  is  c 
bleof  carrying.  But  when  that  was  done 
railroads  paid  freight.  The  treasury  posi 
may  not  have  felt  any  other  new  burthei 
posed  upon  it  by  the  operation.  Here  wa: 
entering  wedge  ; here  was  the  theatre  i 
which  • the  railroad  power  began  to  det 
itself,  and  upon  which  it  has  grown  to  b 
power  behind  the  throne  greater  lliai 
throne  itself.”  What  was  the  next  moven' 
It  was  to  remove  tolls  from  the  freight: 
the  same  reason  given  above — in  my  judg 
a very  inadequate  one.  What  was  the  re 
Up  to  that  time  we  were  receiving  on  an 
rage  between  three  and  four  millions  of 
lars  from  the  canals ; and  we  had  a surpl 
about  $900,000  to  be  applied  to  the  enli 
ment.  What  has  been  the  result  since?  1 
1851  to  1858  we  had  a deficiency  in  the  i 
revenues  of  nearly  a million  and  a haK  of 
lars.  In  the  meantime  we  have  paid  t 
millions  dollars  by  way  of  taxes  ; and  yet 
canals  are  unfinished,  and  the  railroads 
riding  triumphantly  over  the  State  and 
people.  The  time  has  come  when  the  pi 
should  be  apprised  of  the  state  of  things 
now  exists.  I believe  I do  as  much  gel 
reading  as  any  one,  yet,  I am  free  to  say, 
this  pamphlet  (report  made  by  the  Legisl 
Committee)  was  put  into  my  hands,  I 
ignorant  of  the  facts.  Not  being  engage 
transportation  or  forwarding,  I had  only  lo 
at  canals  and  railroads  in  a general  light 
when  I came  to  read  this  pamphlet  and  ui 
stand  the  true  state  of  the  case,  1 must  co 
that  no  language  I can  control  can  expres 
astonishment  that  I felt.  I am  confident 
if  the  evil,  that  is  made  so  clearly  mai 
iu  the  report  of  the  Legislative  Comnb 
caunot  be  remedied — that  there  would 
storm  raised  which  would  tear  up  the 
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and  destroy  the  locomotives.  We  may 
I ere  in  theory  by  the  legislators  for  whom 
I >te,  but  in  point  of  fact — I speak  in  no 
I fbolical  language  when  I say  it — there  is 
I >wer  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the 
I e itself,”  that  is  ruling  this  State  now  and 
has  ruled  it  in  times  past.  The  most 
eous  measure  of  consolidating  the  differ- 
ctions  of  the  Central  Road  into  a most 
ous  power  passed  through  the  Legisla- 
_f  1851 — and  I may  say  here  that  a citizen 

(place  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Railroad 
ittee — with  less  noise  and  excitement 
he  locomotive  that  whizzes  by  us  on  its 
«rn  course.  I probably  expressed  my  as- 
ftment  to  my  neighbors  around  me ; but  I 
■ery  little  attention  paid  to  the  matter  by 
■ublic  press  at  the  time ; and  the  only 
Bng  I remember  hearing  of  called  to  de- 
le the  passage  of  such  an  act  was  one  held 
Itervliet.  And  yet  that  was  a measure 
1 in  my  judgment  stamped  upon  this  peo- 
■nomiuy  such  as  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
■ period  of  our  history.  What  have  we 
under  this  state  of  things?  We  find  this 
ad  exercising  a power  that  I doubt 
er  any  monarch  would  dare  to  exercise 
face  of  his  subjects.  We  cannot  get  a 
because  of  its  discriminating  in  favor  of 
terest  against  another.  This  great  ques- 
s oftentimes  disposed  of  upon  that  argu- 
mainly.  Here  we  have  a power,  unknown 
law  as  a power, .which  is  discriminating 
rate  of  100  per  cent,  against  the  labor 
roduction  of  the  State  of  Yew  York, 
Ii  has  built  up  this  canal  (applause)  and 
li  has  permitted  this  monstrous  monopoly 
low  up  by  our  votes,  without  the  authority 
lv  and  ■without  any  known  legal  power. 
k things  are  set  forth  at  great  length  in 
lamphlet  to  which  I have  referred  in  a 
I and  concise  manner,  and  cannot  fail  to 
lace  conviction  in  the  minds  of  all  who 
l;ake  the  trouble  to  peruse  it.  It  is  stated 
I that  this  Central  Railroad  has  made  con- 
I;  at  the  far  West  with  the  view  of  securing 
I trade,  by  which  they  charge  a citizen  of 
ligo  or  Detroit  during  the  summer  season 
I 'eight  for  a barrel  of  flour  from  Buffalo 
I'W  York — they  paying  50  cents  freight  on 
I ike;  so  that  they  carry  a barrel  of  flour  from 
I do  to  Yew  York  for  a citizen  of  Detroit  and 
I ago  for  50  cents,  while  the  citizen  of  Buffalo 

I for  the  same  90  cents.  Was  such  a thing 
heard  of  in  a legitimate  government  ? 1 do 
elieve  any  government  in  the  world  could 
ich  a thinsi  and  stand — not  even  a des- 
| government.  The  people  of  the  State 
tructed  these  works;  but  what  are  they 
? They  allow  this  state  of  things  to  ex- 
iolely  because  they  are  ignorant  of  these 
In  the  winter  season,  as  soon  as  the  Ca- 
are  closed,  up  go  these  tolls  to  a figure 
■ will  compensate  them  for  the  losses  they 
fe  sustained  during  the  summer  at  the  re- 
Id  rates.  They  say  in  effect — we  will  em- 


barrass the  forwarders  on  the  Canals  during  the 
summer  season  ; we  will  make  their  boats  un- 
profitable ; we  will  turn  their  hands  out  of 
employment  and  keep  them  idle — and  under 
this  state  of  things  they  will  ultimately  be  dri- 
ven to  bankruptcy,  and  the  canal  will  have  to 
be  put  up  at  auction.  All  this  is  evidently 
done  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  investment 
upon  the  canal,  and  discourage  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  canal  business;  because  if  it 
were  not  so,  they  would  continue  the  same 
freights  through  the  year.  They  admit,  as 
they  did  before  the  Committee,  that  they  do 
this,  not  because  it  is  right,  but  because  they 
have  the  power.  Are  the  citizens  of  Yew 
York  to  sit  by  in  silence  and  tolerate  this? 
How  is  a remedy  to  be  provided  for  this  evil  ? 
In  the  language  of  the  resolution,  by  a repeal 
of  the  acts  of  1847  and  1851.  Let  us  see  what 
injury  we  should  do,  which  should  be  deemed 
an  injury  in  the  light  of  this  great  public  ques- 
tion. I suppose  that  the  most  injurious  com- 
petitor with  the  Erie  Canal  is  now  the  Yew 
York  Central  Railroad.  When  the  Utica  and 
Schenectady  Road  was  chartered,  was  it  not 
thought  at  that  time  to  be  a great  assumption 
of  power  ? There  were  persons  then  who  said 
that  it  was  a dangerous  power,  and  that  by 
and  by  it  would  exert  a disastrous  influence. 
For  wThat  was  it  chartered?  The  act  says  ex- 
pressly for  passengers  and  their  baggage.  This 
road  existed  from  1843  to  1851 ; and  the  stock 
was  sold,  when  it  was  consolidated  at  §1.81  on 
the  share  of  $100.  Did  they  not  make  money 
enough  by  carrying  passengers  and  baggage  ? 
But  tor  some  reason  or  other,  either  from  cu- 
pidity, or,  as  I suspect,  from  a desire  for  power, 
they  were  permitted  to  carry  freight  on  the 
railroads  by  paying  tolls.  Having  acquired 
that,  they  proceeded,  naturally,  to  ask  for 
greater  privileges,  and  like  Oliver  Twist,  they 
asked  “for  more.”  What  was  the  next  step? 
It  was  to  repeal  the  act  levying  tolls  upon 
them,  and  permit  them  to  carry  freight,  b ow 
what  was  the  effect  of  this  measure  when  they 
were  put  upon  a footing  of  equality  with  the 
Canals  ? It  has  only  stimulated  them  in  their 
grasp  after  more  power,  and  this  state  of  things 
has  gone  on,  until  they  have  got  the  power  of 
the  State  into  their  hands,  ana  until  they  be- 
lieve— and  I am  inclined  to  believe  it — that 
they  cannot  be  ousted.  They  have  the  power 
by  which  they  can  control  legislation,  and  se- 
cure the  passage  of  acts  through  the  Legisla- 
ture, without  seeming  to  excite  the  attention 
which  in  the  earlier  days  of  our  history  would 
have  aroused  the  whole  country.  If  we  should 
go  back  to  that  period,  and  put  the  Schenectady 
and  Utica  Road  on  the  same  footing  as  that 
upon  which  they  took  their  charter — what 
harm  would  be  done  ? Gentlemen  seem  to  in- 
timate that  the  Legislature  now  have  not  the 
power  to  do  so.  With  regard  to  the  Central 
Road,  there  is  the  usual  provision  to  be  found 
in  its  charter  that  is  found  in  all  such  charters, 
that  the  Legislature  may  alter,  modify,  amend 
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or  repeal  this  act  at  their  pleasure.  I under- 
stand the  Supreme  Court  to  have  said  that  this 
act  is  a reservation  of  unlimited  power  which 
the  Legislature  has  over  these  subjects.  It 
was  new  in  the  history  of  legislation  when  it 
was  adopted.  The  construction  which  has  been 
put  upon  it  is  a liberal  one,  as  I am  inclined  to 
think  it  should  be.  The  people  themselves 
may  be  willing  to  say — we  will  tolerate  the 
evils  for  the  benefits  which  such  a charter 
might  confer  upon  us,  yet  there  are  evils  that 
may  arise  out  of  it  which  we  will  not  tolerate. 
Now,  if  that  power  be  exercised  by  the  Legis- 
lature— where  do  you  throw  the  Utica  and 
Schenectady  Railroad  ? You  throw  them  back 
to  carrying  passengers  and  their  baggage.  It 
seems  to  me  that  is  enough,  if  they  conduct 
their  affairs  economically,  instead  of  giving 
princely  salaries  to  their  agents  and  depen- 
dants. 

As  to  the  New  York  and  Erie — there  is  the 
same  reserved  power  in  the  charter  of  this 
road,  unless  there  has  been  some  subsequent 
act,  of  which  I am  not  aware.  The  Legisla- 
ture, evidently  determined  to  do  something  for 
the  Southern  tier  of  counties,  which  were  de- 
sirous of  having  the  means  of  carrying  freight. 
The  Legislature  gav^  them  that  power,  and, 
with  regard  to  that,  the  question  may  not  be 
so  clear.  If  we  take  this  course,  we  may  bring 
back  this  state  of  things.  Until  that  time  we 
must  suffer  the  evils  we  are  now  laboring 
under,  and  see  as  a probable  result  that  this 
great  work  will  be  brought  to  the  auction 
block,  and  sold  out  for  one- tenth  of  its  original 
cost,  and  we  shall  have  the  present  debt  on 
our  hands,  to  be  paid  by  direct  taxation,  and 
shall  give  the  railroads  the  entire  control  of 
the  freight  through  the  State,  and  we  shall  be 
no  longer  freemen,  but  slaves.  (Applause.) 

The  resolution  was  here  adopted  limiting  the 
speakers,  in  the  discussion  of  this  resolution,  to 
ten  minutes  each. 

Mr.  Alvord,  from  Onondaga.  I want  to 
have  this  matter  brought  before  the  Conven- 
tion, so  that  we  shall  understand  it;  and,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Convention,  I would 
move  that  the  original  resolution  and  the  sub- 
stitute be  referred  back  to  the  committee  on 
resolutions,  with  instructions  to  so  frame  the 
resolutions  as  to  ignore  the  idea  of  reimposing 
tolls  upon  railroads. 

While  lam  up,  I will  occupy  a few  moments’ 
time  in  answering  a few  remarks  of  my  friend 
on  the  left  in  reference  to  vested  rights.  In 
looking  at  this  question,  I regard  it  merely 
as  a question  of  expediency.  I have  serious 
doubts  whether,  at  the  present  age  of  traffic, 
we  can  go  back  to  the  reimposition  of  tolls 
upon  the  means  of  transportation  through  our 
country.  But,  Sir,  I scout  the  idea  that  the 
people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented 
in  their  Legislature,  can  give  any  inalienable 
rights  of  the  people  away  to  be  vested  in  any 
body,  to  the  ruin  of  the  'people  themselves. 
(Applause.)  I care  not  whether  the  orig- 


inal stockholders  of  the  railroads,  those 
owned  the  stock  at  the  time  the  railroad 
poration  was  first  created,  are  the  pel 
owning  the  stock  now  or  not.  The  pel 
who  have  taken  the  stock,  have  done  so 
the  statute  law  before  them,  reserving  to 
people  of  the  State  the  right  to  repeal,  a 
or  modify  any  existing  statute  in  regar 
the  corporation;  and  I trust  the  time 
never  come  in  the  history  of  the  people  of 
State,  when,  through  our  Legislature,  we  * 
have  sold  ourselves,  and  become  hewer 
wood  and  drawers  of  water  to  any  son 
corporation.  (Applause.) 

I wish  to  say,  in  this  connection,  that 
should  look  in  our  future  legislation  to 
way  in  which  we  legislate  about  other  cor 
ations.  It  is  not  only  railroad  corporal 
which  are  binding  us  down,  but  it  is  all 
porate  bodies,  which  are  affecting  the  intei 
of  the  people  of  this  State.  I take  it  that 
not  stand  alone  in  the  opinion  that  the  b 
ing  corporations  of  this  State  have  don 
fnuch  to  injure  our  canals  and  to  build  up 
railroads  as  any  other  corporation.  The 
continuance  of  the  old-fashioned  way  of  1 
ing  money,  and  lending  it  only  for  ten  o 
teen  days,  renders  it  necessary  that  forwai 
should  adopt  transportation  by  railroads.  ' 
has  as  much  to  do  with  the  matter  as 
thing  else. 

I reiterate  my  motion,  that  the  resoli 
and  the  substitute  both  be  referred  bac 
the  committee  on  resolutions,  with  instruct 
to  ignore  in  the  resolutions  the  idea  of  in 
ing  tolls  upon  railroads. 

Mr.  Bascom.  It  strikes  me  we  are  in  a 
sition  now  to  meet  this  question  as  fairl 
by  any  other  mode.  The  proposition  of 
gentleman  from  Oneida  is  divisible.  Sup 
the  Convention  orders  that  the  question  i 
be  divided,  then  the  question  first  come 
upon  the  proposition  to  repeal  the  law  of 
releasing  the  Central  line  from  payment 
tolls.  We  can  pass  that,  and  omit  to  pass 
other.  If  we  pass  the  first  portion  of  that 
olution,  we  come  to  the  position  we  too 
Syracuse  last  fall,  and  the  position  takei 
the  chairman’s  own  resolution  at  Rochestei 
other  day. 

If  not  referred,  we  can  take  the  ques 
upon  the  first  part  of  the  proposition,  and 
it  if  we  please,  and  decline  to  pass  or 
down  the  other,  if  we  are  not  so  clear  as  to 
propriety  of  repealing  the  law  of  1847,  w 
permitted  railroads  to  carry  freight  at 
seasons  only  upon  payment  of  tolls. 

Mr.  Cobb.  I presume  there  is  not  in 
house  a difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  rig! 
assert  in  this  resolution  the  right  of  the  pei 
to  impose  tolls  upon  the  traffic  passing  thrc 
the  State ; but,  Sir,  I presume  there  will 
found  a very  great  difference  even  in 
assembly,  and  greater  still  abroad  in  the  SI 
as  to  the  propriety  of  now  attempting  to  d 
Suppose  by  any  means  we  should  pass  a 
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ing,  if  you  please,  the  tolls  charged  up  to 
or  at  any  other  time,  and  then  pass  a 
\ita  freight  bill,  what  would  be  our  condi- 
It  is  a very  easy  matter  for  the  rail- 
of  this  State  to  pay  toll  provided  they 
the  pockets  of  the  people  to  pay  it  out 
t is  well  known  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Aal  Railroad  pays  between  three  and  four 
red  thousand  dollars  to  the  people  of  the 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  often  cited  as 
a good  precedent  to  be  copied.  It  is 
bt  that  as  the  railroads  of  the  State  help 
xes  of  the  State,  so  our  railroads  may 
.s  pay  the  taxes  of  our  State.  It  is  well 
n that  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
ng  parallel,  pays  no  tolls  whatever.  From 
reight  table  which  I hold  in  my  hands  it 
Itrs  that  the  rates  charged  on  the  Penn- 
I nia  Central  Railroad  are  from  twenty-five 
le  hundred  per  cent,  greater  than  on  the 
I nore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  I say  the  peo- 
1 ay  those  tolls,  and  if  by  any  means  we 
Id  restore  tolls  without,  at  the  same  time, 
I Dg  such  a change  as  shall  protect  our 
ts,  we  shall  be  worse  off  than  to-day. 
s only  question  is,  whether  it  is  advisable 
■is  period  to  reimpose  tolls.  It  is  well 
n that  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the 
.ion  of  tolls,  took  alarm.  They  want 
to  be  carried  upon  its  merits;  they 
1 the  canals  and  railroads  to  work,  and 
I restriction  upon  them  will  be  looked  upon 
I alarm.  AYe  have  sometimes  thought  we 
I d have  to  fight  our  battles  without  the 
I f New  York  ; but  that  does  not  appear  to 

Inquired,  if  we  only  go  to  the  Legislature 
questions  upon  which  the  whole  State 
e united  upon  one  platform.  Let  us  first 
I those  questions  which  are  clear  and  feasi- 
| Gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that  it  is  an 

I matter  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  get 
_ reimposed.  Gentlemen  who  have  had 
slight  experience  in  these  things  know 
are  divers  and  sundry  difficulties  apper- 
g to  these  things  not  always  apparent  to 
ye. 

e Committee  of  the  Legislature,  last  win- 
ad  made  up  their  minds  that  the  pro-rata 
t bill  -would  injure  the  canals;  for  what 
n I am  unable  to  comprehend,  but  that 
their  position,  and  it  appears  in  their 
ed  report  I did  not  rise  to  make  a 
h,  but  I do  believe  that  we  had  better 
little  policy  in  this  matter.  It  is  well  to 
§ t.  rights  which  we  know  belong  to  us,  but 

Eell  to  take  grounds  which  all  can  stand 
and  if  there  is  any  on  which  we  can  get 
peal  of  the  law  of  1851,  we  should  not 
inless  we  can  get  the  pro-rata  freight  bill, 
ie  it  will  go  to  our  pockets. 

Ir.  A.  B.  Seymour,  of  Oneida.  It  is  well  for 
Ip  look  at  the  point  which  we  wish  to  ac- 
fclisb.  AYe  had  a Convention  last  year 
P-h  went  over  the  whole  ground.  The  only 
F?  is  to  get  at  some  information.  That  in- 
fe  ation,  it  seems,  is  very  limited,  aud  few 
e >le  understand  it.  The  question  returns, 
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AYhatdo  we  wish  to  do?  Let  us  decide  upon 
that.  I would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the 
first  thing  we  require  to  do  is  to  finish  the  ca- 
nals, and  to  take  measures  to  have  them  fin- 
ished immediately.  The  next  thing  to  be  done 
is  to  get  rid  of  this  horrible  competition.  I 
have  no  fears,  nor  has  any  business  man,  of 
honorable  competition.  Honorable  competi- 
tion should  be  encouraged  ; but  it  is  dishonor- 
able competition  that  we  wish  to  get  rid  of, 
and  the  method  we  are  now  taking  seems  to 
be  the  last  to  attain  it.  AYe  have  got  to  begin 
at  the  beginning — we  have  got  to  have  the  right 
kind  of  legislature,  and  we  must  have  such 
laws  that  no  railroad  can  carry  on  business 
dishonorably ; and  if  we  go  to  work  and  fin- 
ish the  canal,  then  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
compete  with  the  railroads. 

St.  Paul  said  all  things  are  lawful,  but  all 
are  not  expedient.  AYe  have  the  right  to  impose 
tolls;  is  it  expedient?  If  you  impose  tolls 
upon  railroads,  there  are  many  people  who 
receive  their  freight  by  railway  who  will  be- 
gin to  strike  the  balance  between  paying  tolls 
and  taxes.  There  are  many  people  who  will 
pay  more  tolls  than  taxes,  and  they  will  be 
opposed  to  tolling  the  roads.  AYe  can  all 
agree  that  the  railroads  should  carry  freight 
as  cheap  for  us  as  for  anybody  else.  A pro- 
rata freight  bill  will  be  acceptable  to  all ; but 
if  you  go  to  talking  about  tolling  the  roads, 
then  there  will  be  many  who  will  say,  we  will 
not  help  your  movement,  because  we  shall 
have  to  pay  more  tolls  than  taxes. 

Mr.  Sawin,  of  Erie,  moved  that  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  and  the  amendments 
be  postponed  until  action  upon  the  other  reso- 
lutions. 

Mr.  O’Riellt.  I sustain  that  motion  read- 
ily. I am  ready  to  meet  the  question  when  it 
comes  up,  and  am  ready  to  meet  it  now.  I 
was  one  of  those  who  stood  by  the  gentlemen 
who  have  been  most  active  on  this  floor  in 
sustaining  the  grounds  taken  at  Syracuse.  I 
sustain  their  views  io  reference  to  the  impolicy 
of  the  law  of  1851,  but — 

The  President.  The  question  is  not  debata- 
ble. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Sa- 
win’s  resolution  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  and  the  amendment. 

Adopted. 

The  Secretary  read  the  second  resolution  as 
follo-ws ; 

2.  Resolved,  That  for  the  protection  of  the  manufac- 
turing aud  agricultural  interests  of  this  State,  we  the 
friends  of  those  interests,  do  insist  that  one  of  the  means 
to  restore  their  prosperity,  is  to  compel  bylaw,  the  Kail- 
road  corporations  of  the  State  to  carry  the  property  of 
our  own  citizens  on  equal  terms  with  the  property  of  cit- 
izens of  other  States ; and  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
vention, such  a law  would  be  eminently  just  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  and  ought  and  must  be  conceded  on 
the  part  of  such  corporations. 

Mr.  Littlejohn,  of  Oswego,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  last  words  of  the  resolution,  which 
seemed  to  imply  that  the  consent  of  the  Rail- 
roads would  be  asked.  The  people  of  the 
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State  of  New  York  had  a right  to  do  the  act 
contemplated,  and  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
he  did  not  propose  to  ask  the  railroads  wheth- 
er they  could  do  it  or  not.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Alvord,  of  Onondaga.  I second  heart- 
ily the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Oswego.  I think  it  is  time  for  the  people  of 
this  State,  whether  they  meet  in  Convention, 
or  in  primary  assemblies,  or  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  say  that  they  are  the  masters,  and 
that  the  corporations  are  their  servants.  I 
trust  I shall  not  be  alone  in  the  discussion  of 
this  subject.  I do  not  expect  to  make  any 
long  speeches  here;  but  I do  not  desire  that  a 
resolution  of  the  vast  importance  which  this 
must  have  should  pass  sub  silentio.  But  I tell 
you  that  the  railroad  corporations  of  this 
State  would  prefer  that  you  should  reimpose 
tolls  rather  than  that  you  should  pass  the  pro- 
rata freight  bill.  We  have  not  only  expediency 
and  policy  on  our  side,  but  right  also.  What 
do  the  Railroads  do  to-day?  They  compel  the 
farmers,  mechanics  and  business  men  of  this 
State  to  take  out  of  their  pockets  money  to  pay 
the  freight  of  the  farmers,  mechanics,  and  the 
business  men  of  the  West.  They  do  it  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  our  Canals,  to  remove 
from  competition  with  them  this  great  work 
of  public  improvement  of  the  1 people  of  this 
State.  They  pass  a bushel  of  wheat  from  Chi- 
cago to  New  York  cheaper  than  they  will  a 
bushel  of  wheat  from  Genesee  or  Monroe  to 
the  city  of  New  York.  They  pass  the  work 
of  the  artisan  from  Ohio  to  New  York  cheaper 
than  the  same  work  from  Buffalo  and  Syra- 
cuse to  the  city  of  New  York.  Why  is  this? 
They  do  it  because  by  that  means  they  hope 
and  trust  they  will  be  enabled  to  break  down 
the  competition  which  is  existing  between 
them  upon  the  one  side,  and  the  people  of  the 
State  upon  the  other,  and  have  the  entire 
business,  and  not  only  the  business  but  the 
politics  of  this  State  within  their  control;  and 
when  they  have  done  this  they  will  harness 
us  as  horses  to  their  cars  to  carry  them  through 
the  country.  (Applause.) 

Now  it  is  right  and  proper  that  the  corpo- 
ration which  has  derived  all  its  rights  to  go 
through  the  State,  from  the  people  of  the 
State,  should  at  least  exercise  those  rights  so 
as  not  to  injure  the  business  interests  of  the 
people;  and  while  they  have  this  right  to  go 
through  this  State,  they  should  not  exercise  it 
at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  the  State ; 
they  should  at  least  put  our  lands,  and  our 
ships  and  merchandise,  on  a par  with  those  of 
the  western  portion  of.  the  United  States. 
They  have  undertaken  to  talk  to  us  with  re- 
gard to  competition  down  South  by  means  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Road,  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Central  Road.  Have  you  ever  looked 
at  the  statistics  in  regard  to  this  matter  ? Dur- 
ing the  summer  season  they  put  freight  down 
to  the  lowest  possible  point,  taking  good  care 
to  discriminate  against  the  people  of  the  State 
the  moment  they  struck  the  border  of  the 
State.  In  winter  time,  the  moment  the  Canals 


are  closed,  they  raise  their  rates  far  above  l| 
idea  you  might  have  of  the  difference  beti  [j 
winter  and  summer  time.  If  this  compet  ty 
on  the  part  of  those  Southern  railroads 
considered,  and  if  that  was  the  reason  ^ 
reduce  their  rates  so  low  in  summer,  shot)  . 
not  operate  equally  in  the  winter,  espec  4 
when  you  consider  that  the  Baltimore  $ 
Ohio  Road  and  the  Pennsylvania  Ce:J 
Road,  lying  far  south  of  us,  can  be  ru  J- 
much  less  expense  than  the  roads  of  •( 
Slate  during  winter?  It  makes  no  differ  | 
with  these  men;  tire  moment  the  Cam  I 
closed,  that  moment  up  goes  freight.  f 
have  then  forgotten  this  great  competing)'  | 
of  trade  from  the  Southern  country.  1 j 
blow  is  struck  only  at  the  Canals  of  this  S 
If  they  shall  be  compelled  to  carry  freigf  | 
winter  at  a certain  advance  upon  the  sun 
rates,  and  to  carry  it  within  the  limits  of 
State  at  so  much  per  mile,  then  we  shal , 
placed  upon  a fair  footing  with  them: 
they  cannot  take  enough  out  of  the  pocke  1 
the  people  of  this  State  to  pay  the  loss  gro' 
out  of  carrying  freight  too  cheap  from 
West  during  the  summer  season.  When 
have  once  established  this  principle,  I care 
as  to  the  competition  of  the  railroads  wit! 
canals;  they  cannot  stand  in  competition  • 
the  canals.  (Applause.) 

Then  that  pride  of  our  State,  that  which 
made  us  in  truth,  the  Empire  State,  will 
be  the  honor,  and  glory,  and  boast  of  this  S 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Carlos  Cobb  of  Buffalo,  urged  that 
people  of  the  State  of  New  York  have 
same  right  to  the  use  of  the  railroads  of 
State  as  strangers  have.  The  pro  rata  bi 
is  believed,  came  near  its  passage  in  the  L 
lature  last  winter,  and  a persistent  effort  c 
friends  must  carry  it  through  in  the  next 
islature.  The  discrimination  now  made 
freight  against  our  own  citizens  is  too  grie  | 
to  be  borne.  It  cripples  our  mechanical 
manufacturing  interests,  for  the  advantas 
New  England,  and  gives  the  farmers  of  ] 
West  a great  advantage  over  those  of  our  | 
State.  For  example,  April  9,  pork  was 
tracted  from  Chicago  to  New  York,  at  $1 
barrel;  while  from  Buffalo  to  New  York, 
tariff  was  75c.  per  barrel;  at  this  time 
freight  was  50c.  per  barrel,  leaving  only 
for  the  railroad  on  the  through  freight, 
same  day,  flour  was  contracted  from  Chi< 
to  New  Fork,  at  50c.  per  barrel,  while  f 
Portageville  (on  the  N.  Y.  & Erie)  the  t 
was  65c. ! April  17,  household  goods  't 
contracted  from  New  York  to  Cleveland 
60c.  per  100  lbs.,  while  from  Trov  to  Bufi 
the  charge  was  70c.  per  100.  In  May, 
tariff  on  all  classes  of  merchandise  from  I 
York  to  Chicago  was  25c.  per  100 ; while  f 
New  York  to  Buffalo,  it  was  on  the  four  c 
es,  40,  35,  30  and  20c.,  respectively,  on  the  1 
York  Central;  and  on  the  Erie  R.  R.  f 
New  York  to  Owego,  55,  47,  35  and  27c., 
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)wego  to  Dunkirk  or  Buffalo,  63,  47,  35 
j(7c.  respectively. 

| take  hides:  April  20,  from  Chicago  to 
rork,  by  the  Erie  Road,  the  tariff  was 
fer  100 ; from  Buffalo  to  New  York,  35c. ; 

the  lake  freight  was  12c.,  leaving  only 
from  Buffalo  to  New  York  on  Chicago 
On  books,  May  2,  on  the  N.  Y.  Central, 
large  from  New  York  to  Chicago  was 
)dr  100  ; from  New  York  to  Buffalo,  60c., 
lice  the  charge  to  Chicago.  On  oil,  May 
Jm  New  York  to  Buffalo,  20c.  per  100; 

1 ,|l:i  Albany  to  Buffalo,  35c. 

I May,  flour  was  contracted  at  42c.  per 

I I from  Chicago  to  New  York,  on  the  Erie 

I ; while  from  Buffalo  to  Corning,  the 
«e  was  35c.,  Elmira,  40e.,  Owego,  45c.,  Port 
Is,  67c.  • 

1 fJune,  by  the  New  York  Central,  wheat  in 
Ij  was  contracted  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to 
I York,  at  25c.  per  100,  while  freight  from 
Isville  to  Buffalo,  was  29c.  per  100,  and 
I Buffalo  to  New  York,  38c.  per  100. 

1 May  and  June,  by  the  Erie  Road,  cattle 
• I taken  from  Chicago  to  New  York  for  $35 
I ar,  while  from  Springwater,  N.  Y.,  to  New 
■ the  charge  was  $85  per  car.  From  Tole- 
i>  New  York,  by  the  same  road,  the  charge 
I'  $35  per  car,  and  from  Binghamton  to 
I York,  $60. 

low  see  what  charges  are  made  on  local 
§;ht,  and  the  pro  rata  these  rates  would 
•egate  for  the  whole  length  of  the  road  : 
B'racuse  to  Rome — 38  miles — Flour  19c. 
Ibbl.,  which  is  equal  to  $1  49  from  Buffalo 
Albany. 

■vracuse  to  Utica — 53  miles — Flour  23c.  per 
which  is  equal  to  $1  29  from  Buffalo  to 

ny. 

racuse  to  Utica — 53  miles — Salt  33c.  per 
which  is  equal  to  $1  85  from  Buffalo  to 

ny- 

pracuse  to  Rome — 38  miles — Merchandise, 
class,  11c.  per  100,  which  is  equal  to 
20  per  ton  from  Buffalo  to  Albany, 
racuse  to  Utica — 53  miles — Merchandise, 
class,  13c.  per  100,  which  is  equal  to 
60  per  ton  from  Buffalo  to  Albany. 

Ilmira  to  Corning — 18  miles — Flour 
bbl.,  which  is  equal  to  $3  58 
Lake  Erie  to  New  York, 
ilmira  to  AYaverly — 17  miles — Flour 
bbl.,  which  is  equal  to  $3  79  per 
Lake  Erie  to  New  York, 
inghamton  to  Coshecton — 84  miles — Flour 
per  bbl.,  which  is  equal  to  $2  09  per  bbl. 
Pro  Lake  Erie  to  New  York, 

IDwego  to  Coshecton — 106  miles — Flour  40c. 
I bbl.,  which  is  equal  to  $1  74  per  bbl. 
im  Lake  Erie  to  New  York. 


per 


14c. 

bbl. 

14c. 

bbl. 


I Mr.  Cobb  gave  numerous  other  figures  to 
]:>ve  that  the  tariffs  of  the  railroads  tended 
fi  build  up  the  East  and  AYest  at  the  expense 
' our  State.  He  concluded  by  remarking 
hat  the  cry  that  the  present  movement  sought 
p cripple  railroads  was  unjust,  and  urged  that 


the  true  interests  of  the  Railroads  required  the 
adoption  of  the  pro-  rata  principle. 

Thomas  Parsons  of  Monroe.  In  the  Legisla- 
tive session  of  1858,  I had  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting the  city  of  Rochester  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Rochester  is  a large  manufacturing 
city  ; and  our  mills  and  manufactories,  with 
the  country  surrounding  it,  give  us  the  chief 
prosperity  of  that  city ; but  our  mills  and 
manufactories  for  the  last  five  years  have  been 
decreasing  in  their  prosperity.  The  question 
arose  in  my  mind  what  was  the  trouble  that 
produced  this  state  of  things?  In  making  in- 
quiries, I found  the  chief  cause  was  the  dis- 
crimination of  freights  on  the  railroads  of  this 
State  against  the  people  of  Rochester.  I im- 
mediately set  myself  at  work  to  find  what 
were  the  customary  charges  of  through  freights 
on  the  New  York  Central  and  the  New  York 
and  Erie  Railroads.  On  getting  the  informa- 
tion, I found  that  the  New  York  Central  with 
the  Great  AYestern,  through  Canada,  and  the 
Michigan  Central  route  were  carrying  Flour 
from  Chicago  to  New  York  in  connection  with 
the  Hudson  River  Railroad  at  $1  20  per  bbl. 
The  proportion  of  the  freight  belonging  to  the 
New  York  Central  Road  from  the  Suspension 
Bridge  to  Albany  was  31  cents.  At  the  same 
time  the  New  York  Central  was  charging  60 
cents  per  bbl.  for  carrying  from  Rochester  to 
Albany.  The  question  of  tolling  came  up  in 
the  Legislature.  It  was  supposed  to  be  the 
only  measure  to  heal  the  trouble  under  which 
we  were  laboring.  In  view  of  this  fact,  which 
has  since  proven  to  be  a fact,  I could  not  see 
that  the  re-tolling  of  the  Central  Railroad 
would  answer  the  purpose,  and  restore  the 
revenues  to  the  State.  The  New  York  and 
Erie  Railroad  was  then  fast  approaching  bank- 
ruptcy. It  was  competing  with  the  Central 
Railroad  for  the  carrying  trade  of  the  Canal. 
I was  aware  it  would  take  but  little  time  be- 
fore the  New  York  and  Erie  Road  would  go 
overboard — it  has  gone  overboard.  Its  capital 
under  the  new  arrangement  will  not  rep- 
resent over  18  millions  of  dollars.  The  capital 
of  the  New  York  Central  Road,  including  stock 
and  mortgage  bonds,  amounts  to  about  40  mil- 
lions. I made  up  my  mind,  that  to  restore  the 
tolls  upon  the  New  York  Central  would  divert 
the  very  traffic  that  comes  over  the  Central 
Railroad  to  the  New  York  and  Erie  ; because 
I claim  that  a road  fully  equipped  with  a capi- 
tal of  18  millions  can  pay  a dividend  better 
than  a road  that  has  a capital  of  40  millions. 
I made  up  my  mind  that  the  only  remedy  to 
obtain  equal  rights  for  the  people  of  the  State 
was  a pro-rata  bill.  I had  the  honor  of  intro- 
ducing such  a bill  in  the  AYinter  of  1858,  in 
the  Legislature.  I am  called  upon  by  certain 
gentlemen  to  give  my  views  and  conclusions  as 
to  the  working  of  such  a bill.  A.  pro-rata  bill 
that  will  restore  us  our  rights,  and  place  us  on 
equal  footing  with  the  people  of  the  AYest  in 
order  to  be  effective,  must  have  a provision 
that  in  AYinter  the  rates  shall  not  exceed  the 
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Summer  rates  more  than  20  per  cent.  We 
propose  they  shall  fix  their  through  freight, 
and  when  they  set  a certain  price,  they  must 
carry  our  freight  at  the  same  price,  per  mile, 
making  reasonable  allowance  for  handling. 
I claim  that  we  have  a right  to  have  our 
freight  carried  at  a pro-rata  rate.  The  mana- 
gers of  the  Central  Road  know  what  they  are 
about.  The  Winter  freights  will  be  fixed  by 
them  with  a view  to  coming  down  20  per  cent, 
in  the  Summer;  and  when  they  have  once  set- 
tled them  in  that  way,  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  the  freight  will  longer  go  on  the  railroads ; 
it  will  chiefly  go  by  the  Canal.  I am  charged 
by  gentlemen  connected  with  the  New  York 
Central  Road,  as  being  opposed  to  railroads. 
1 am  opposed  to  the  unjust  discriminations  they 
make  against  me  and  my  fellow  citizens  of  this 
State.  At  Bergen,  Genesee  Co.,  about  60 
miles  this  side  of  Buffalo,  a gentleman  had  sev- 
eral loads  of  cattle  to  ship,  and  applied  to  the 
agents  of  the  cars,  to  ship  them  through  to 
New  York.  The  reply  was  that  he  could  have 
cars  at  $60  each.  The  gentleman  had  enquired 
the  rate  at  Buffalo,  and  found  that  he  could 
there  get  cars  for  $40.  And  they  actually 
compelled  him  to  drive  his  cattle  to  Buffalo,  so 
that  they  could  have  the  privilege  of  bringing 
them  through  to  Bergen  for  nothing,  and  then 
running  down  to  New  York.  There  is  some- 
thing certainly  unsound  in  business  operations 
like  that.  You  can  only  come  to  one  conclu- 
sion, and  that  is,  that  they  are  charging  the 
people  of  this  State  large  way-freights  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  compete  with  the  Canal ; 
and  we  are  paying  these  large  freights  for  the 
benefit  of  Western  States.  The  only  remedy 
we  have,  as  business  men  and  agriculturists, 
is  to  compel  these  routes  to  carry  our  freights 
at  pro-rata  rates.  If  they  will  do  this,  and 
then  compete  with  the  Canal,  we  have  no  fur- 
ther defense  for  the  Canal.  Under  the  pro- 
rata system,  I think  that  all  the  heavy  freight 
in  the  Summer  would  be  given  to  the  Canal, 
and  the  Railroads  would  be  required  to  look 
to  their  Winter  freights  chiefly.  They  say  to 
us,  you  must  not  trammel  us  else  the  freight 
will  go  over  the  Southern  roads.  The  answer 
to  that  is,  that  in  Winter  the  freights  go  up  to 
a hundred  per  cent.  They  intend  to  drive  the 
people  of  this  State  to  a position  wh^re  they 
will  become  sick  of  the  Canals;  and  then  they 
will  corne  in,  and  buy  them.  If  there  are  any 
gentlemen  from  New  York  City  here,  I want 
to  warn  them  that  unless  they  take  hold  of 
this  measure  with  us,  the  farmers  will  eventu- 
ally go  in  for  selling  the  Canals;  in  which 
event,  the  freights  will  be  higher  than  they  are 
now.  I say  that  the  people  of  New  York  City 
are  more  interested  in  this  question  than  the 
farmers  of  the  State. 

Our  Canal  must  be  completed  ; we  must 
continue  to  secure  the  transportation  of  freight 
from  the  West,  through  this  State,  and  by  se- 
curing it,  we  may  eventually  succeed  in  keep- 
ing the  lead.  I now  refer  to  a contemplated 
project  that  will  eventually  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, that  is  the  building  of  large  ship  canals 


capable  of  introducing  vessels  of  a thou  , 
tons  burden,  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  | 
coe,  and  from  Lake  Simcoe  to  Georgian  | 
thereby  shortening  the  route  about  five  j 
dred  miles  into  the  Northern  country. 
York  City  can  see  perfectly  well,  ho'  . 
that  plan  is  carried  out  it  will  divert  t 
from  her.  The  Canal  from  Lake  Ontari 
Lake  Simcoe  is  about  fifty  miles;  and 
Simcoe  to  Georgia  Bay  is  about  twenty  n 
In  view  of  this,  I say,  that  the  people  of 
State  have  a great  interest  at  stake,  and 
is  to  maintain  the  great  carrying  trade  o 
W est. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Littlejohn,  to  strike  [ 
the  concluding  clause  of  the  second  resolu  , 
“ and  ought  and  must  be  conceded  on  the  ( 
of  such  corparations,”  was  put,  and  carrie  , 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  re:  j 
tion  as  amended. 

Hon.  D.  C.  Littlejohn,  of  Oswego. — I i 
pose  to  detain  the  Convention  only  a very  » 
moments.  It  is  no  longer  a question  ofsii  ] 
policy — it  has  become  a duty  of  the  pe  1 
of  this  State — to  secure  the  passage  of  j 
measure  termed  the  Pro-Rata  Freight  ] 
The  railroads  of  this  State  exist  by  the  s 1 
reign  will  of  the  people  of  the  State.  T ] 
have  been  created  by  your  Legislature  for  | 
poses  of  usefulness,  first,  to  the  people  of 
own  State,  and  afterwards  to  the  peopl  | 
other  States.  (Applause.)  The  policy  of  ( 
railroads  of  this  State  at  this  time  is  to  gi'  | 
bounty  to  every  farmer,  merchant,  mech  , 
and  manufacturer,  to  leave  our  own  State  . 
locate  in  the  thriving  States  of  the  West, 
question  submitted  to  the  State  at  this  t 
is — shall  this  railroad  policy  longer  contin 
Shall  it  reduce  the  population  of  the  Era 
State,  particularly  the  city  of  New  Yo 
Shall  it  reduce  this  population  by  half  mill! 
by  millions?  I will  not  believe  that  a fan 
of  the  State  of  New  York  is  so  ignorant  as 
to  know  that  upon  the  land  of  Illinois,  1: 
that  costs  him  25  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  I; 
in  New  York,  he  can  raise  wheat  in  gr§9 
quantity  and  carry  it  to  New  York  for  . 
than  he  can  from  the  lands  of  our  own  Sti 
I have  conversed  recently  with  a gentlen 
from  Livingston  County — a gentleman  wh. 
a large  landed  proprietor  there — and  he  sta 
to  me  that  in  time  gone  by  he  had  forme 
sold  lands  from  $60  to  $80  dollars  per  ac 
whereas  to-day  he  offers  his  land  at  the  1 
sum  of  33  dollars,  and  cannot  find  a purchn: 
I repeat,  it  has  become  a duty  of  the  people 
this  State  to  interpose  by  legislative  act 
against  the  policy  adopted  by  the  railroad; 
this  State.  (Applause.)  Can  any  man  do: 
the  right?  All  the  Legislature  can  do  in  c 
ferring  powers  upon  the  railroads  is  to  resei 
the  right  to  alter  and  amend  their  chart! 
For  what?  Not  for  the  railroad  interest  p 
t.icularly,  but  to  protect  the  people  of  1 
State  who  grant  the  privilege.  (Applau; 
Now,  sir,  every  person  in  this  room  will  c 
cede  this  position;  and  after  hearing  the  fa 
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jy  Mr.  Cobb  of  Buffalo,  there  cannot  be 
iting  voice  in  regard  to  it.  Spread  this 
ition  broad-cast  over  the  whole  State, 
;re  will  be  an  equal  degree  of  unani- 
>on  this  question  all  over  the  State  that 
iy  find  here,  except  it  may  be  among 
road  owners  and  railroad  employes,  I 
;ard  the  Legislature  censured  because 
:asure  has  not  been  earlier  passed.  It 
;n  my  duty  to  represent  my  district  in 
islature  for  some  five  years  past,  and  I 
smething  of  the  difficulties  and  embar- 
lts  that  surround  the  members  of  large 
ive  bodies.  What  can  you  expect  from 
nber  from  Steuben,  or  Delaware,  or  St. 
ce,  who  goes  to  the  Legislature  unin- 
knowing nothing  of  this  question — for 
to  the  remarks  of  the  intelligent  gentle- 
io  first  addressed  us,  residing  in  Oneida, 
d that  until  he  read  this  pamphlet*  he 
tirely  ignorant  of  the  facts — what  can 
aect  of  a farmer  or  mechanic  from  re- 
unties when  he  takes  his  place  in  legis- 
alls?  Can  you  expect  him  to  pass  a bill 
eir  ipse  dixit?  No  ; you  must  first  in- 
n upon  this  subject.  That  is  the  plan  to 
ued  for  those  who  would  protect  the  in- 
fthe  State;  for  it  is  not  a Canal  question  ; 
aestion  State-wide;  it  has  ceased  to  be  a 
uestion ; it  is  a People’s  Question.  I 
ough  your  Executive  Committee,  send 
familiar  with  the  question  into  the 
ly  Districts  along  the  lines  of  the  Erie 
d,  the  Northern,  the  Rome  and  Cape 
; — go  to  the  merchant,  the  manufactu- 
i producer,  and  show  him  that  he  is 
ipon  to  pay  a price  for  the  use  of  this 
1 infinitely  beyond  that  charged  to  the 
is  of  the  States  far  west  of  him  ; and  he 
r to  it,  that  the  member  who  represents 
rict  shall  vote  for  the  pro  rata  bill.  ( Ap- 

Legislatures  will  not  pass  your  bill — 
pass  it — until  the  people  who  send  up 
"esentatives  shall  themselves  direct  the 
ntatives  how  to  vote, 
his  is  no  new  policy;  the  State,  since 
<t  constructed  the  first  Canal  of  the 
dopted  it ; she  has  levied  the  tolls  at  a 
rate  per  mile  ; she  has  said  to  the  own- 
operty  in  Utica,  you  shall  have  advan- 
ler  the  owner  of  property  in  Buffalo  and 
ter,  in  so  far  as  you  are  nearer  to  mar- 
hat  was  right  and  just.  Your  State 
ties  have  no  right  to  say  that  the  toll 
tica  shall  be  the  same  as  from  Buffalo, 
ere  is  taken  away  a portion  of  the 
if  property  in  Utica.  Now  adopt  the 
irineiple  upon  your  railroads.  It  is 
[justice  towards  the  people  of  our  own 
Sand  I say  as  I said  before,  it  is  no  new 
| it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  State  in 
|s,  as  far  as  it  regarded'the  Canals  of  the 
I This  Sir  is  no  attack  upon  the  railways 
fetate.  You  pass  the  pro-rata  bill,  and 
jbment  you  benefit,  not  injure,  the  rail- 
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way  piroperty  of  the  State.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  railway  to  carry  the  passengers,  the  per- 
ishable and  the  valuable  freight,  and  to  charge 
therefor  a price  which  will  fully  compensate 
them — such  price  per  ton  or  per  head  as 
they  should  charge  with  a view  to  a dividend 
for  the  stockholder  ; not  a charge  which  shall 
swell  the  aggregate  receipts  and  afford  no  di- 
vidend for  the  stockholder.  John  T.  Clark, 
one  of  the  most  intelligent  engineers  resident 
in  the  State,  has  spread  his  opinion  over  the 
State  that  the  Central  Railway  had  three  class- 
es of  freight:  one  upon  which  she  charged  a 
large  freight,  because  she  had  no  competition, 
a middle  class  of  freight,  which  was  transpor- 
ted at  cost,  and  still  another  class  composed  of 
flour,  beef,  pork  and  heavy  articles  of  trans- 
portation, that  she  carries  so  far  beneath  a 
paying  price,  as  to  render  her  whole  transpor- 
tation business  unprofitable,  or  nearly  so,  to 
the  stockholder.  This  is  true,  but  you  adopt 
the  pro-rata  bill,  and  what  is  the  practical  con- 
sequence? The  Board  of  Directors  meet  and 
say  we  cannot  afford  to  carry  the  property  of 
Oneida  and  Onondaga  at  the  same  ruinous 
rates  at  which  we  are  carrying  the  property 
of  people  beyond  the  lines  of  our  State.  What 
shall  be  done?  They  desire  a portion  of  the 
through  business.  Perhaps  they  are  entitled 
to  it  if  they  can  carry  it  cheaper  than  the  Ca- 
nals. In  order  to  get  a portion  of  the  through 
trade  they  will  be  compelled  to  reduce  the 
freight  in  the  counties  along  the  line  of  their 
route,  to  some  extent.  In  so  far  as  they  reduce 
the  freight,  they  benefit  the  people  of  our  own 
State,  but  they  cannot  reduce  our  freight  to  a 
pro-rata  of  20  cents  per  barrel  on  the  whole 
distance  through.  Hence  we  accomplish  two 
things:  a reduction  of  rates  to  the  business  in- 
terests of  your  own  State,  and  an  advance  on 
the  freights  through  the  State  to  a rate  which 
will  compel  the  transfer  of  the  transportation 
from  the  railways  to  the  Erie  Canal,  of  a large 
portion  of  the  heavy  property  carried  by  these 
roads  ; benefitting  the  State  first  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  freight,  secondly  by  increasing  your 
canal  revenue,  and  preventing  the  necessity  of 
taxation.  Thus  you  see  the  people  of  the  State 
have  a double  interest  in  this  question. 

I will  not  detain  the  Convention  longer  ex- 
cept to  say,  that  when  the  question  of  tolling 
railroads  shall  again  come  before  this  Conven- 
tion, I shall  inflict  upon  them  my  viewsforthe 
space  of  eight  or  ten  minutes,  and  before  I take 
my  seat  I think  I can  demonstrate  to  any  man 
not  prejudiced,  that,  it  is  no  longer  the  interest 
of  the  people  of  this  State  to  impose  a toll  upon 
any  railroad.  Adopt  the  pro-rata  bill,  and 
you  accomplish  all  that  can  be  accomplished, 
and  your  measure  will  rest  where  every  mea- 
sure must  rest,  to  be  sustained — upon  public 
opinion.  You  pass  a toll  bill,  and  I can  de- 
monstrate that  the  popular  opinion  of  the  next 
Legislature  will  demand  its  repeal.  (Applause.) 

Sir.  O’Rielly. — The  gentleman  from  the  city 
of  Rochester,  Mr.  Parsons,  who  addressed 
you,  who  introduced  this  pro-rata  policy 
to  the  Legislature  during  the  session  of  1858, 
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referred  to  actions  and  opinions  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  friends  of  the  Canal  who  have 
been  most  active  there  in  endeavoring  to  call 
attention  to  this  Convention,  no  longer  ago 
than  Saturday  last,  held  a meeting  and  dis- 
cussed this  question ; and  I have  the  pleasure 
of  saying  that  their  views,  as  expressed  and 
printed,  express  exactly  the  doctrine  now  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Parsons,  the  author  of  the  pro- 
rata bill  in  1858,  and  by  Mr.  Littlejohn,  who 
has  just  addressed  you.  Language  can  hardly 
be  stronger  than  that  in  which  the  friends  of 
the  Canal  in  New  York  have  expressed  them- 
selves. Inasmuch  as  efforts  have  been  made 
to  belittle  this  whole  controversy  and  degrade 
it,  I feel  that  it  is  proper  for  me  now  to  say,  in 
justice  to  those  men  in  New  York  who  have 
taken  such  an  active  part  in  favor  of  the  Canals 
that  they  include  men  largely  connected  with 
the  forwarding  interest — so  largely,  that  all  we 
hear  of  the  railroads  is  small  in  comparison — 
men  whose  business  in  the  transit  of  freight 
between  the  Atlantic  States  and  the  Interior 
States  is  greater  than  all  similar  business 
of  all  the  railroads  in  the  United  States 
put  together.  With  this  remark,  Sir,  I will 
read  a few  lines  expressing  the  opinions  ut- 
tered by  them  no  longer  ago  than  last  Satur- 
day— opinions  by  which  others  from  New  York 
as  well  as  myself  are  to  be  guided  here — with 
instructions  to  vote  against  tolling  railroads, 
and  against  separate  partizan  organization. 
Those  opinions  were  in  favor  of  a properly  ad- 
justed Pro-Rata  freight  law,  which  should  de- 
fend the  people  of  this  State  against  “ that  per- 
nicious discriminating  railway  policy  where- 
by freight  is  now  transported  through  this 
State,  between  Western  and  Eastern  States,  on 
better  terms  than  the  productions  and  pur- 
chases of  the  People  of  the  Interior  of  this 
State  are  allowed  to  pass  to  and  from  New 
York  City  over  the  Railroads  for  which  the 
''people  of  this  State  granted  valuable  franchi- 
ses and  spent  millions  of  dollars  ? — the  perni- 
cious influences  of  which  iniquitous  system, 
are  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of 
the  Select  Legislative  Committee  of  last  ses- 
sion of  the  New  York  Legislature,  which,  with 
other  documents,  is  now  submitted  to  you — 
a system  of  disparity  and  injustice,  unparal- 
leled in  the  annals  of  trade  and  commerce — such 
as  none  of  the  most  despotic  monarchs  of  the 
world  have  ever  dared  to  inflict  upon  their 
own  people.” 

Henry  B.  Miller,  a member  of  the  last 
House,  from  Buffalo,  said  that  by  many  the 
railroad  committee  of  that  body,  was  supposed 
to  be  in  favor  of  a pro-rata  bill,  when  it  was 
constituted ; but  no  report  could  be  got  from 
it,  in  time  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House 
with  any  chance  of  success.  The  practice  of 
free  passes  to  Legislators  he  deemed  reprehen- 
sible ; for  it  cannot  be  denied  a person  feels 
kinder  towards  a corporation  with  its  pass  in 
his  pocket.  In  his  part  of  the  country,  the 
chairman  of  the  Convention  (Mr.  Pitzhugh)  re- 
ceived great  credit  because  while  Canal  Com- 


missioner, he  had  never  accepted  a pass  I 
any  railroad.  (Cheers.)  In  the  Legisl 
these  passes  are  distributed  carefully:  a t> 
member,  who  has  only  his  vote, receives  a a 
good  till  May  ; a member  who  can  speak  h 
and  has  a vote,  gets  a pass  for  the  whok  R 
(laughter) ; and  one  who  has  considerab  N 
fiuence  besides,  receives  a pass  for  himse  1 
his  whole  family. 

Last  winter,  lie  found  the  Harlem  Roa 
tributmg  passes  early  in  the  session,  whi  t 
Hudson  R.  R.  gave  few  or  none.  He  ci  Q 
ded  the  former  desired  something  don  1 
other  did  not ; and  he  found  it  so.  Befo  I 
session  closed,  the  Harlem  was  asking 
franchise  worth  a million  of  dollars,  the 
lege  of  running  their  locomotives  into  the  I 
of  the  city  for  thirty  years.  Mr.  Mille 
eluded  by  urging  the  people  to  scrutinizi ! 
candidates  for  members  of  the  Legislatui 
insist  that  no  man  shall  be  their  represer  - 
who  will  accept  a pass,  and  not  pay  hi 
passage. 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  pro-ra  '\ 
as  amended,  was  then  adopted  unanimoi 1 

The  third  resolution  was  then  read,  i : 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  next 
ture  to  provide  by  tax,  for  the  completion  of  tbi 
of  the  State,  and  the  closing  of  their  construe 
count  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  season  of  navig  . 
I860,  with  as  great  an  extension  of  the  iengtl  : 
locks  as  is  practicable  with  their  present  walls.  : 1 

Senator  Prosser,  of  Erie. — It  is  quite 
the  afternoon,  and  I will  make  but  f 
marks  on  the  subject  of  this  resolution.  " 
is,  I think,  a wide  spread  error  as 
amount  of  money  required  for  the  com 
of  the  Canals.  Not  many  days  since  1 : 
notice  in  one  of  our  papers  in  Buffalo  in 
it  was  stated  that  so  much  had  been  i 
spent  upon  the  Canals,  they  should  be  c 
ted,  since  it  required  but  four  or  five  n 
more.  Such  remarks  as  that  are  calculi 
mislead.  Although  I have  no  data  to 
from,  except  such  as  I recollect  of  i 
picked  up  last  winter,  I feel  confident 
ting,  that  a million  dollars  properly  dis 
between  now  and  next  May  will  substa 
complete  our  public  works.  And  c : 
with  the  completion  of  the  work  as  ori 
blocked  out,  now  appears  for  the  first  ti 
extension  of  the  locks,  by  which  the  con 
doubtless  meant  to  say,  making  the  cl 
enough  larger  to  admit  as  long  a boat  a 
ble  with  the  present  walls.  Some  11 
amination  of  my  own,  and  talking  witl 
gentlemen  who  have  paid  a little  attei 
the  matter,  induce  me  to  feel  confident 
is  practicable  with  the  present  walls  t 
boat  140  feet  long,  with  a model  that  ' 
mit  of  some  speed ; and  we  have  a con 
that  requires  additional  speed.  I be 
can  be  done  for  an  outlay  of  not  mo 
two  thousand  dollars  a lock  from  A1 
Lockport;  and  it  can  be  done  very  < 
Impatient  as  tax-payers  may  be  to  ge 
this  thing,  some  little  explanation  is 
necessary  why  any  additional  outlay  ab 
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Imore  especially  as  the  remark  is  often 
■hat  when  our  works  are  completed  they 
Ipt  fear  any  competition.  If  I felt  so,  al- 

Lat  the  same  time  I have  thought  the 
might  be  increased,  I might  not  be  in 
If  an  extension  of  the  locks.  But  such 
Iky  opinion.  Tolerably  conversant  with 
lb  of  the  canals  and  railroads  during  my 
I very  limited  for  a man  of  my  years,  I am 
■pinion  that  during  the  navigable  season 
fcublic  waters,  when  we  are  not  troubled 
lasts,  the  railroad  can  be  made  to  com- 
■ccessfully  with  the  canals.  But  if  I 
wring  myself  to  believe  that  this  busi- 
lit  they  are  now  doing  of  taking  all  the 
was  done  at  so  large  a loss  as  many'  good 
■lieve,  I shall  have  less  apprehension 
It.  It  is  the  ability  of  the  railroads  to 
■leap  which  I fear.  Not  but  that  they 
lave  taken  property  at  less  than  cost, 
lindoubtedly  so;  but  they  have  the  abi- 
Ido  the  work  extremely  low  in  warm 
l\  The  calculation  that  so  great  a loss 
I to  railroads  on  the  transportation  of 
*c.,  is  a mistake.  Those  who  are  con- 

Iwith  this  business  who  come  to  differ- 
clusions  do  so  because  they  take  the 
umber  of  tons  carried  and  estimate  the 
■all  through  freight  the  same.  This  is 
■ The  stock  trade  being  only  one  wray 
I expensive  than  that  in  which  the  cars 
Ided  both  ways.  Freight  of  the  latter 
I Summer  can  be  carried  very  cheaply 
jell  balanced  rail.  If  we  make  the  esti- 
Irrectly,  we  shall  find  that  the  cost  comes 
l>  prices  startlingly  low.  Deduct  from 
■rices  the  cost  of  the  winter  amount  and 
Ive,  in  my  judgment,  at  an  ability  to 
jnormous  quantities  at  a cost  not  over 
lollars  from  Buffalo  to  New  York. 

I sir,  I come  to  inquire  if  we  have  this 
I in  our  public  works.  Have  we  got 
llity  to  move  property  from  Buffalo  to 
■y  of  New  York  at  the  low  rate  of  three 
■ per  ton  ? No,  sir,  we  have  not  got  it. 
■ the  navigable  season  of  last  year,  upon 
lige  of  80  thousand  tons  downward  to 
le  quantity  upwards  (sufficient  to  get  at 
It),  it  cost  $2  48  a ton  both  ways  from 
I to  New  York  ; to  which  add  the  State 
■id  it  is  in  round  numbers  §4  00 ; yet 
I having  boats  are  carrying  freight  at 
■or  less,  besides  tolls.  With  the  same 
Ind  tolls,  and  an  addition  of  one  foot  of 
■the  cost  cannot  -well  be  brought  below 
|>er  ton  ; and  at  this  price,  railroads  can 
■11  carry  it,  at  the  same  price — shippers 
liefer  railroads  to  canals.  Experience 
l/wn  that  the  railroads  have  been  obliged 
l;e  produce,  generally  speaking,  very 
■ at  that  rate;  they  are  compelled  to 
e own  to  canal  rate  ; and  with  the  ability 
■ e from  Buffalo  to  New  York  at  three 
a per  ton,  the  railroads  will  never  let  it 
l*-t  $3  60 ; and  you  will  find  before  three 
■roll  around,  with  a canal  such  as  we 
ow,  not  only  the  flour  but  the  grain  will 


come  to  the  railroads.  In  this  imperfect  way, 
I have  endeavored  to  state  what  I think  the 
reason  is  that  the  people  of  the  State  should 
be  inflicted  with  a larger  tax  then  is  simply 
necessary  to  complete  the  public  works  on  the 
original  plan.  Believing  as  I do  in  having 
lock-gates  to  move  perpendicularly,  and  of 
iron  (so  as  to  last  30  or  40  years),  and  so  that 
they  can  be  opened  in  a minute  (so  that  some 
speed  can  be  had),  and  believing  that  that  would 
be  the  best  investment  the  people  ever  made, 
I advocate  the  addition  of  this  expense  of  a 
million  dollars.  It  will  add  40  feet  to  the 
length  of  the  boat,  increasing  the  cargo  one 
hundred  tons,  and  giving  the  boat  a better 
model.  Now  as  it  costs  about  five  hundred 
dollars  a trip  to  run  from  Buffalo  to  New  York, 
those  rough  boats  in  o feet  of  water,  I claim 
that  with  a boat  of  decent  model,  you  can 
carry  three  hundred  tons  with  a cost  for  the 
round  trip  not  more  than  it  is  now.  If  I am 
right  in  this,  we  will  have  the  ability  to  move 
property  from  Buffalo  to  New  York  at  a dol- 
lar, audit  will  pay  outlay:  it  is  not  paying  this 
year,  and  did  not  fast ; and  we  can  bring  back 
the  upward  property  at  a dollar,  which  will 
be  as  low  as  will  be  required  ; to  which  the 
present  toll  may  be  added,  and  it  will  amount 
to  §2  50.  That  will  command  a trade,  and  it 
will  take  from  Ogdensburgh  all  that  goes  to 
Boston,  from  Wheeling  all  that  goes  to  Balti- 
more, from  Pittsburgh  all  that  would  other- 
wise be  destined  to  Philadelphia,  which  they 
do  not  consume  there  ; and  it  will  take  almost 
all  that  goes  by  the  railroads  of  this  State,  un- 
less iu  a very  excitable  market ; and  the  rail- 
roads can  then  as  well  lay  up  their  freight  cars 
except  for  such  business  as  will  require  great 
speed,  because  they  will  not  get  the  outlay  for 
running  the  cars.  Thus  we  can  compete  with 
the  railroad  in  cheapness,  and  I want  this  al- 
teration to  be  made  in  the  locks  that  the  freight 
may  be  transported  quickly.  I want  the  locks 
so  that  by  no  sort  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
operator  of  the  lock,  or  anybody  else,  can  there 
be  any  delay.  With  such  improvements  and 
without  accident,  we  shall  reach  Buffalo  in  4 
days  from  New  York. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  I think  this  ad- 
ditional tax  should  be  imposed  upon  the  people 
of  the  State.  I believe  that  these  improve- 
ments would  be  worth  one-half  all  that  has 
been  disbursed,  because  it  would  so  cheapen 
transportation;  and  all  that  has  been  expended 
has  been  for  that  purpose.  The  expense  at 
Lockport  will  be  I think  about  60  thousand 
dollars  ; at  any  rate,  it  cannot  exceed  the  cost 
of  building  a pair  of  locks. 

A.  H.  Hovey. — I am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  striking  out  from  it  that  part 
which  provides  for  any  alteration  of  the  locks, 
as  they  now  stand.  I have  been  navigating 
this  canal  practically  for  20  years,  and  perhaps 
I may  be  considered  somewhat  selfish  in  the 
alteration  I propose  to  make  in  this  resolution. 
There  are  now  lying,  they  should  be  floating 
on  the  waters  of  the  canal,  boats  which  have 
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cost  their  owners  from  10  to  15  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Those  boats  were  constructed  and  adapted 
to  the  locks  as  they  now  exist,  and  in  my  judg- 
ment it  would  be  unjust  to  the  owners  of  this 
property  to  make  such  alteration  in  the  locks 
at  this  time,  as  would,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Erie  (Mr.  Prosser),  be  correct  in  his  premises, 
utterly  destroy  the  value  of  that  property.  If 
the  Erie  Canal  and  the  other  canals  of  this 
State  are  hereafter  to  be  made  useful  to  the 
people  or  profitable  to  those  who  use  them, 
that  question  can  be  fully  tested  and  finally 
settled  with  the  boats  now  in  existence,  and 
with  the  locks  as  they  now  are.  I hope  to  live 
to  see  the  day  when  we  shall  have  seven  feet 
of  water,  and  when  we  can  navigate  this  canal 
with  the  locks  as  they  now  are.  If  that  happy 
time  shall  ever  come  during  my  lifetime,  I shall 
be  content  to  test  the  issue  with  the  railroad, 
and  see  which  one  or  the  other  must  go  to  the 
wall  in  this  freight  business.  (Applause.)  I be- 
lieve what  has  been  well  said  before  in  the 
Conventions  at  Rochester  and  Syracuse,  that 
the  whole  amount  of  the  freight  traffic  of  the 
railroads  in  this  State  at  this  day,  was  con- 
ducted not  with  reference  to  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  them,  hut  with  reference  to  the 
destruction  of  the  property  of  the  people  of  this 
State.  I believe  the  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  people  of  this  State  to  interpose 
and  protect  their  own  property  against  this 
most  destructive  warfare.  It  has  been  said 
here  to  day,  and  truly  said,  that  the  different 
classifications  of  freight  transported  through 
this  State  by  railroads,  are  made  with  special 
reference  to  the  competition  of  the  canals,  and 
while  what  is  called  first-class  goods,  are  made 
to  pay  a fair  and  remunerative  profit  to  the 
railroad,  and  the  second  class  is  reduced  to  the 
standard  of  cost,  the  third  is  put  far  below  the 
actual  cost  of  transportation — and  why  ? Be- 
cause it  is  the  third  and  fourth  class,  the  heavy 
freights,  that  come  into  competition  with  the 
canals.  Now,  sir,  I seek  in  all  this  discussion 
no  contest  and  no  warfare  with  any  iuterestin 
the  State  of  New  York.  I believe  the  rail- 
roads to  be  useful,  beneficial,  and  important  to 
the  people  of  this  State,  but  I believe  this,  that 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  State 
to  protect  the  property  of  the  State,  against 
the  warfare  carried  on  here,  as  can  he 
demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  man, 
who  will  take  the  time  to  examine  the  matter 
—a  warfare  that  is  carried  on  here  for  the 
destruction  of  the  property  of  the  State,  that 
it  may  go  to  the  wall  and  be  sold  under  the 
hammer,  and  this  competition  between  the 
railroad  and  the  canal  forever  destroyed. 

Now,  sir,  I have  been  to  Albany  year  after 
year  in  my  feeble  way  before  the  Legislature, 
to  advocate  protection  to  the  canals,  and  I have 
invariably  met  there  as  the  only  real  argument 
opposed  to  me — the  competition  that  railroads 
here  must  meet  from  roads  outside  the  State. 
The  answer  to  all  that  objection  is  a very  sim- 
ple and  plain  one.  It  has  been  a matter  of 
perfect  surprise  to  me,  ingenious  and  fertile  in 


expedient  as  the  gentlemen  are,  who  < 
the  interests  of  the  railroad  at  Albany 
members  of  the  Legislature  could  be  du] 
they  are,  by  these  representations.  The 
last  year  closed,  we  will  say,  on  the  201 
of  December.  Up  to  that  time  merch 
was  carried  from  New  York  to  Syracuse 
to  12  cents  per  100  pounds — the  day  ai 
was  60  cents.  What  has  competition  o 
of  the  State  to  do  with  it?  If  there  t, 
man  in  the  interest  of  the  Central  road,  < 
other  road  here,  who  believes  in  this  do 
that  it  was  necessary  to  protect  our  owi  t 
against  other,  will  he  answer  me  this 
question — why  is  it  that  merchandise  < 
carried  from  New  York  to  Syracuse 
cents  a hundred  on  the  15th  day  of  A | 
whilst  it  is  made  to  pay  on  the  15th  of  I , 
her,  70  to  80.  The  same  roads  outside  t j 
August  that  exist  in  December;  the  l 
competition  exists  in  summer  that  ex , 
wi  liter. 

I am  well  advised,  Mr.  President,  at 
gentleman  who  will  have  the  curiosity 
amine  the  matter,  can  satisfy  himself 
truth  of  what  I state — that  the  New  Yor 
tral  road  leads  in  all  the  reductions  of  fi . 
whatever  they  may  say  to  the  con  train  . 
to  the  authorities  of  the  Baltimore  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Central,  and  the  New 
and  Erie,  get  at  the  facts  of  this  matte 
you  will  ascertain  that  the  New  York  ( 
leads  in  all  these  reductions  ; that  it  c , 
all  the  prices  of  freight  from  the  East 
West.  The  gentleman  from  Buffalo,  wl 
spoke,  is  an  old  fowarder  and  canaller, 
has  not  been  drilling  at  Albauy  for  the 
years,  like  the  rest  of  us.  Happily  for  1 
got  his  boats  out  of  the  way  long  ag 
there  are  those  left  engaged  in  this  b 
who  have  got  their  all  invested  in  this 
traffic  ; and  we  ask  this  Convention,  a 
shall  ask  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  to 
the  canals  according  to  the  plans  laid 
when  we  built  our  boats,  and  allow  us  a 
partially  to  see,  whether  they  can  mal 
money. 

I move  that  that  clause  of  the  reso 
which  recommends  any  alteration  of  the 
be  stricken  out. 

Dr.  Hunt. — I confess  my  surprise  th 
gentleman  from  Onondaga,  with  the  1 
breadth  of  views  which  usually  chara 
his  arguments,  should  have  presented  ai 
ment  so  narrow  in  all  its  bearings,  a 
which  he  has  just  presented.  The  arg 
which  would  shut  out  a larger  class  of 
from  the  Erie  Canal,  would  have  orij 
prevented  its  enlargement.  It  is  the  sa 
gument  that  was  brought  against  theiut 
tion  of  the  steam  engine  and  sewing  macl 
likely  to  throw  people  out  of  employme 
is  the  same  argument  that  is  brought  i 
every  invention  of  human  industry, 
already  been  confessed  here  upon  the  fl 
this  Convention — I regret  to  have  hea 
confession — that  it  is  morally  impossil 
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onvention,  or  for  the  influence  it  can  ex- 
to  pass  a bill  repealing  the  law  of  1851, 
I bus  re-imposing  tolls,  a faint-hearted 
fan  relation  to  this  matter,  pervades  the 
I We  find  it  impossible  to  concentrate 
Iitiment  of  the  State  upon  that  one  point; 
I at  remedy  is  one  that  must  be  postponed 
lime.  It  will  be  a long  while  before  the 
K of  the  State  will  accept  the  proposition 
I ’-imposition  of  tolls  is  not  antagonistic 
■spirit  of  the  age.  Now  with  that  remedy, 
Is  another  presented,  and  that  is,  the  ad- 
la  of  a larger  class  of  boats  upon  the  ca- 
Ihich  will  cheapen  the  transportation  of 
I.  some  300  per  cent.,  and  place  us  just 
Ich  above  competition  with  railroads. 
Isa  plan  which  supersedes  all  necessity 
■her  legislation,  and  it  places  the  whole 
I in  the  hands  of  energetic  canal  for- 
Irs.  I have  too  much  faith  in  the  energy 
Irewdness  of  canal  men,  to  suppose  that 
I dll  flinch  from  such  a measure  as  that, 
lyou  that  their  salvation  rests  upon  it. 
Ian  never  rely  upon  a restrictive  law  for 
lagth  of  time.  You  may  place  back  the 
light  and  just,  but  it  is  one  of  that  class 
I hens  that  canoot  be  retained  for  a long 
Ipon  the  statute  book.  You  must  have 
liuite  for  that,  which  will  certainly  and 
lely  cheapen  the  price  of  transportation, 
Ike  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  railroad  to 
Ite  with  the  cauals ; and  when  you  have 
lise  elongated  locks,  and  steamers  carry- 
|i  tons,  from  that  time  on,  you  may  say 
■railroads — “ do  whatever  you  please,  the 
|is  your  master,  and  its  heavy  hand  is 
j our  neck.”  (Applause.) 
lust  come  to  this  at  last.  The  gentleman 
I that  it  impossible  for  the  canal  with  7 

I water,  to  compete  with  the  railroad 

I I the  re-imposition  of  tolls.  Place  this 
I upon  a basis  where  it  must  eventually 
land  we  will  have  a canal  that  is  above 
I ition. 

IHovey. — The  gentleman  misunderstood 
line  respect.  What  I meant  to  say  was, 
I object  to  this  constant  tinkering  and 
K in  the  construction  and  adaptation  of 
laal  to  navigation.  I do  not  object  to 
Iteration  or  enlargement  of  the  canal  or 
Iss  which  will  cheapen  the  cost  of  trans- 
I on.  My  interest  in  common  with  that 
Ijjeople  of  the  State  would  be  in  favor  of 
I change.  But  this  is  the  point  I make: 
ft  canal  shall  be  finished  and  supplied 
liven  feet  of  water,  that  the  contest  now 
Ij  between  rail  and  canal  can  be  settled 
■he  boats  now  in  existence,  and  I appeal 
■gentleman  from.  Buffalo  to  say  whether 
■as  aDy  prospect  or  probability  that  he 
pf,  or  any  other  man  familiar  with  this 
Ifes  in  the  State  of  New  York,  will  invest 
pilar  in  a boat  if  the  locks  were  length- 
Ihe  hundred  feet  to-morrow.  Now  there 
p-'ge  body  of  practical  forwarders  in  this 
ljud  every  one  of  them  will  bear  witness 
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to  what  I say,  that  this  contest  between  land 
and  water  can  be  settled  with  the  canal  as  it 
now  is,  and  when  finished  to  seven  feet,  and 
that  no  sane  man  will  invest  one  dollar  in  the 
construction  of  boats,  even  though  they  might 
be.  one  hundred  feet  longer  than  they  are  now. 
I believe  that  the  people  of  this  State  must 
protect  the  public  property  of  the  State  in  the 
canals  from  this  competition  which  exists  with 
the  railroads,  or  they  must  forever  abandon 
them.  So  long  as  the  Central  Road  maintains 
such  a passenger  traffic  as  it  has  had,  and  so 
long  as  it  continues  its  present  prosperous  ca- 
reer, so  long  wTill  it  wage  the  warfare  for  the 
destruction  of  the  canals  of  the  State  until  it 
gets  them  within  its  power,  and  when  they  are 
once  sold  and  once  within  the  power  of  the 
Central  Road,  you  will  hear  no  more  of  com- 
petition outside  the  State.  The  President  of 
this  road  will  seek  an  interview  with  the 
presidents  of  other  roads,  and,  like  a sensible 
man  as  he  is,  will  make  such  terms  with  the 
rival  routes  as  will  pay  them  all.  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  this  matter.  There  are  a thousand 
branches  of  business  in  this  State  that  are  con- 
trolled by  arrangement,  not  half  so  difficult  as 
the  competition  between  these  roads.  I tell 
you  that  all  this  fight  between  the  different 
ro^ds  running  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  West  is 
directed  against  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio,  like  the  New  York  Central,  is 
interested  in  its  destruction.  As  an  evidence 
that  I have  authority  for  what  I say,  the  mo- 
ment the  canal  closes  in  this  State,  these  rail- 
road presidents  came  together  and  lay  a tariff 
about  which  there  is  no  wrangling  and  com- 
petition. Where  was  the  competition  during 
all  the  winter  months  of  last  season?  Who 
ever  heard  anything  about  this  outside  damag- 
ing competition,  unless  he  heard  it  in  Albany 
when  he  was  seeking  for  protection  to  the  ca- 
nal ? As  I said  before,  the  moment  the  canal 
closes,  every  one  of  these  railroads,  from  the 
East  to  the  West,  joins  in  an  arrangement  by 
which  the  losses  in  summer  shall  be  made  up 
in  the  winter. 

Dr.  Hunt. — Do  I understand  the  gentleman 
from  Onondaga  to  assert  that  it  is  not  policy 
for  canal  forwarders  to  cheapen  the  rates  of 
transportation  ? 

Mr.  Hovey. — No,  sir;  you  did  not  under- 
stand any  such  thing. 

Dr.  Hunt. — Something  very  much  like  it 
was  deducibie  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man. One  portion  of  his  argument  I may  be 
permitted  to  refer  to  again.  He  alludes  to 
the  large  capital  invested  in  boats  of  the  pres- 
ent size  now  floating  in  this  canal,  or  lying 
idle  upon  it,  as  an  argument  against  the  elon- 
gation of  the  locks  ; but  I appeal  to  any  prac- 
tical man  upon  this  floor  if  I am  not  correct  in 
asserting  that  never  in  the  history  of  the  canal 
so  far,  has  there  been  so  favorable  a time  for  a 
change  as  now,  and  there  never  will  again  be 
so  favorable  a time.  When  the  canal  is  com- 
pleted upon  the  present  basis,  we  shall  find 
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boats  being  rapidly  completed  for  navigating 
the  canal -with  the  enlarged  locks  and  seven 
feet  of  water,  and  the  process  will  be  rapid. 
The  old  boats  are  nearly  worn  out,  and  al- 
though there  is  still  a pretty  good  class  of 
boats  on  the  canal,  it  is  evident  that  the  change 
should  be  made  all  at  once.  I know  not  how 
it  is  in  the  boat  yards  of  Buffalo.  In  Roches- 
ter very  few  boats  have  been  built  for  the 
past  two  or  three  years,  because  the  canal  bus- 
iness would  not  afford  it.  During  that  time 
there  has  been  an  immense  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  this  canal  property.  Boats  which 
were  in  active  business  three  years  ago  are 
now  sunken  hulks,  or  are  pulled  up  on  the 
banks.  The  value  of  the  canal  property  is  less 
than  it  has  been  for  a long  series  of  years  past, 
and  the  time  for  a change,  if  ever  a change 
should  be  made,  is  now,  before  the  completion 
of  seven  feet  of  water  and  before  there  is  a 
constant  stimulus  to  building  new  boats. 

Mr.  Alvord,  of  Onondaga. — I am  sorry  to 
trespass  upon  the  time  of  this  Convention,  but 
will  do  so  for  a few  moments  in  putting  a few 
practical  questions.  It  strikes  me  that  we 
should  look  at  the  facts  in  the  manner  indi- 
cated by  the  gentleman  from  Oswego.  What 
we  have  before  us  is  a State  measure.  We  are 
not  here  for  the  purpose  of  building  a new  ca- 
nal. We  are  asking  the  people  whether  that 
which  has  already  been  begun  should  be  car- 
ried out  fully,  in  order  to  protect  the  people  of 
the  State  against  railroad  competition.  While 
a large  portion  of  us  here  differ  from  my 
friend  from  Erie  with  regard  to  the  position  he 
takes,  we  are  all  perfectly  satisfied  that  all 
that  is  required  is  a pro-rata  freight  bill,  to- 
gether with  the  improvement  of  the  size  of  our 
canal,  to  place  us  in  a position  to  compete  suc- 
cessfully with  the  railroad.  The  question  is 
to  be  considered,  whether  we  had  not  better 
defer  to  the  action  of  the  Legislative  body  and 
public  opinion,  the  point  desired  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Buffalo.  It  does  seem  to  me  as  a 
matter  of  policy,  as  a question  of  expediency, 
that  we  had  better  not,  when  demanding  our 
rights  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  so  far 
as  the  protection  of  our  property  under  the 
present  laws  is  concerned,  advocate  the  re- 
enlargement of  the  C8nal.  1 think  the  great 
thing  we  have  to  do  is  to  show  the  people  in 
assembly  districts  off  the  line  of  the  canal  that 
they  are  to  be  benefited  by  this  measure  by 
carrying  out  that  which  the  State  has  prom- 
ised to  those  who  are  immediately  on  the  line 
of  the  canal.  But  I am  afraid  that  a quarter 
of  a million  of  dollars,  added  in  prospect,  will 
require  still  further  and  greater  effort  to  bring 
these  outside  counties  into  our  measures ; and 
I trust,  therefore,  that  this  Convention  will  see 
fit  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  resolution 
recommending  the  enlargement  of  the  locks. 

Mr.  Bascom. — So  many  other  subjects  have 
been  dragged  in  by  the  gentlemen  who  have 
confined  themselves  to  the  ten  minutes  rule 
that  I propose  to  take  up  a part  of  my  ten 
minutes  in  glancing  at  some  other  subjects 


which  have  been  introduced  somewhat_ 
vantly  into  this  debate.  There  is  a pri 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  giving  your 
seven  feet  of  water  which  no  science,  r I 
can  overcome  with  safety.  The  banks 
the  Marshes  are  yet  unfinished  ; they  are 
constructed  now.  The  portion  of  them 
thus  far  will,  of  necessity,  undergo  the  I 
tiou  of  frosts.  There  will  be,  as  I am  a 
by  an  engineer  conversant  with  the  si 
immense  hazard  in  introducing  seven  I 
water  into  these  new  banks.  There  ii 
danger  that  they  will  not  hold  six  fed 
that  danger  is  to  be  provided  against  bj  1 
of  cheap  lock,  which  will  enable  the  ok  i 
to  be  brought  into  use  if  the  new  ban  1 
Last  year,  in  our  Convention  at  Syracu  i 
of  the  wisest  suggestions  came  from  C j 
— and  it  has  been  seconded  here  by  a 
gentleman  from  Oswego, — that  the  grei 
ness  of  this  Convention,  and  of  all  thoi 
favor  this  project,  is  to  present  it  to  the 
able  consideration  of  this  State  uuencui 
with  hazardous  propositions.  I have  nc 
that  the  improvement  suggested  by  tl 
tleruan  from  Buffalo  will  be  required 
increasing  commerce  of  the  West;  bu 
not  think  that  it  is  demanded  now.  Ev 
is  demanded  now,  we  may  be  permitted 
suit  some  safe  policy  in  respect  to  the 
we  will  give  this  agitation  which  I h 
are  about  to  commence.  We  must  go 
people,  and  if  we  go  there,  with  wli 
shall  we  go  to  the  counties  distant  fi 
canal — Sullivan,  Delaware,  Long  Island 
the  proposition  for  a new  enlarged  cana 
have  had  difficulties  enough  with  the  o 
There  has  beeu  money  enough  spent  < 
discourage  the  people  of  the  State  an 
them  apprehend  that  there  will  never 
completion  of  it,  that  the  work  is  to 
tiuued  for  the  advantage  of  jobbers,  en 
and  contractors  to  an  indefinite  and  un 
period.  There  is  lying  under  all  thes 
tions  one  great  controlling  one — that 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  State  t 
York.  They  have  been  alluded  to  in  tl 
bates,  but  I give  gentlemen  warninj 
when  they  go  to  vote  down  this  propos 
restore  tolls  on  the  Central  Railroa 
must  expect  to  meet  the  question  grow 
of  the  finances  of  the  State.  They  n 
expected  to  answer  the  question,  h 
State  is  to  provide  for  the  payment 
portion  of  the  principal  of  this  enormo 
— how  they  are  to  provide  for  the  pay 
the  annual  interest.  Now,  sir,  if  yoa 
send  me  (and  I have  had  some  hints  tl 
service  would  be  required),  do  not  sent 
any  other  man  whom  you  send  out  t.o 
en  dark  portions  of  the  State,  loade 
with  chimerical  schemes,  or  those  whi 
appear  to  be  so.  Don’t  put  into  the  ! 
the  opponents  of  the  canal — into  the  r 
of  the  Albany  “Argus”,  if  you  please- 
proposition  for  the  further  enlarger 
this  almost  enlarged  canal.  Hold  out ' 
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enlargement,  so  long  protracted,  is 

5t  an  end.  A political  convention  as 
' at  Syracuse  not  very  long  ago  were 
ion  this  subject.  They  passed  a resolu- 
piething  like  this:  “That  inasmuch  as 

K;e  engineer  has  certified  that  a com- 
ly  small  amount  of  money  is  neces- 

Ithe  completion  of  the  enlargement, 
_e,  resolved  that  that  be  provided  by  a 
ax  upon  the  property  of  the  State,” 
have  come  to  that  period  when  no 
isource  is  left  us,  and  by  no  sham  or 
nee  can  we  raise  one  single  dollar  to 
e the  present  enlargement,  or  to  enter 
y new  one  without  requiring  the  tax- 
.o  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets ; and 
| u they  are  sick  enough  with  canal  en- 
|nts  already.  We  must  not  go  to  the 
ftvith  any  projects  chimerical  in  them- 
I r that  may  seem  to  be  so.  I do  not 
I)  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  ; it 
■ wise,  but  there  is  one  consideration  I 
I ggest  further.  Your  canal  is  suffi- 
1 equipped  with  small  boats  now  to 
B the  canal  tonnage  for  the  next  year 
land  you  will  destroy  the  value  of  this 
lr  to  a certain  extent  unless  you  give  it 
fcity  for  being  worn  out.  Your  cars 
l»en  making  a grinding  competition 
I e canal,  and  would  you  introduce  a 
Jicies  of  competition  to  destroy  it  ? I 
■inly  for  striking  out  the  part  alluded 
le  gentleman  from  Ooondaga,  but  the 


lor  Prosser,  of  Erie,  thought  that  the 

■ with  the  canal  was  not  that  there 
|>t  boats  enough,  but  that  they  could 
Ik  cheap  enongh.  A full  canal  with  a 
Ember  of  boats  is  a detriment  to  those 
In  the  boats.  Presuming  they  are  worth 
Ig  now,  they  were  not  last  year,  and 
ft  working  for  less  than  outlay  to-day. 
lad  ones  are  susceptible  of  being  elon- 
lt  moderate  cost,  and  being  serviceable 
lor  five  years  afterwards.  He  regarded 
lent  as  the  best  time  to  make  a change 
■size  of  the  locks,  which  he  supposed 

■ made. some  time  or  other.  The  ques- 
Ithe  State  at  large  is,  whether  this  was 
Investment  to  be  made.  It  would  have 
let  to  reduce  freight  about  forty-five 
ft. ; but  while  the  canals  lack  ability  in 
Iss,  they  lack  it  more  in  speed.  The 
I locks  are  too  short  for  the  use  of 
1 Had  they  been  concocted  in  this  day, 
Ineer  would  not  expect  any  reputation 
Im.  It  could  not  be  done  now  in  any 

■ the  Union,  and,  he  thought,  noton  the 
$ It  involved  a radical  error  and  great 
» He  regarded  a bdl  for  the  enlarge- 
1 the  locks  to  be  the  most  delicate  one 

■ Id  perhaps  be  put  into  the  Legislature, 
y because  it  would  be  the  best.  He 
a.sk  the  citizens  of  New  York  to  con- 
■iat  would  be  the  effect  of  having  the 
llarged,  so  that  steam  could  be  applied 
Ijilly,  so  that  freight  could  be  carried 


through  in  three  or  four  days.  We  shall  not 
reach  a celerity,  [he  thought,]  of  any  considera- 
ble value  to  the  people  of  this  btate  unless  we 
can  have  a lock  which  can  work  quick  enough, 
and  have  length  enough  to  admit  of  a good 
model  in  the  boats,  for  steam  would  not  work 
well  in  a wash-tub. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  striking 
out  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  had  reference 
to  enlarging  the  locks,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  original 
resolution,  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  to 
seven  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

On  the  reassembling  of  the  Convention  at 
seven  o’clock,  the  clerk  read  the  fourth  reso- 
lution, which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  adopted  with  but 
one  dissenting  vote. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  then  read. 

Ansel  Bascom  thought  the  committee  should 
withdraw  the  last  resolution.  He  had  his 
preferences  and  strong  prejudices.  He  had 
confidence  in  his  candidate  without  pledges, 
and  should  have  none  in  another  party’s,  even 
though  they  were  pledged. 

Albert  H.  Sawin  said  if  all  the  candidates 
gave  favorable  answers  on  this  matter  it  would 
help  very  materially  in  forming  public  opinion 
and  influencing  the  next  Legislature. 

Mr.  Niles,  of  Erie,  offered  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  fifteen  be  appointed  by 
this  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  rec- 
ords, antecedents  and  proclivities  of  the  several  candi- 
dates in  nomination  by  the  Democratic  and  Eepublican 
parties;  and,  after  satisfactory  inquisition,  and  obtaining 
direct  answers  to  interrogatories,  shall  in  dne  time,  be- 
fore the  November  election,  report  a ticket  to  be  ratified 
by  a future  convention,  or  by  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee, for  our  support. 

Dr.  .Hunt,  of  Erie,  and  A.  P.  Seymour,  of 
Oneida,  opposed  the  resolution  as  a mischiev- 
ous one,  whereupon  the  mover  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  O’Kielly  said  that,  in  behalf  of  another 
organization,  he  could  say  that  nearly  all  the 
candidates  had  answered  interrogatories  ad- 
dressed to  them  by  the  Clinton  League.  Six 
letters  are  now  printed. 

Mr.  Sawin  offered  a resolution  recommend- 
ing the  interrogation  of  every  candidate  for 
office  upon  the  subjects  contemplated  in  the 
resolutions. 

A gentleman  from  Orleans,  whose  name  we 
did  not  ascertain,  was  opposed  to  interrogato- 
ries, unless  the  interrogatories  were  settled  by 
this  Convention.  He  was  not  disposed  to 
leave  it  to  the  committee. 

Dr.  Hunt  explained  that  the  committee 
could  not  frame  interrogatories  without  know- 
ing what  the  platform  was.  The  State  Central 
Committee  would  attend  to  the  matter,  and 
would  base  their  interrogatories  upon  the 
platform  of  the  Utica  Convention. 

The  resolution  as  reported  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Alvord  called  up  his  resolution  declar- 
ing it  inexpedient  to  nominate  candidates. 
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The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee was  now  drawn  from  the  table  by  Mr. 
Hovey. 

Ansel  Bascom  asked  that  the  substitute  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Oneida,  be  read. 

Mr.  Cooper  withdrew  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Bascom  offered  the  following  as  a substi- 
tute, which  had  already  been  adopted  at  Syra- 
cuse and  Rochester : 

Resolved,  That  the  remedy  for  the  existing  financial 
embarrassments  of  the  State,  and  the  slow  progress  of  our 
public  works,  will  be  found  in  the  repeal  of  the  law  of 
1851,  releasing  tolls  on  railroads ; and  such  legislation  as 
will  subject  railroad  corporations,  for  whose  advantage  it 
was  passed,  to  the  conditions  upon  which  they  were  per- 
mitted to  carry  freight  by  the  law  of  1S4T. 

Mr.  Bascom. — This  is  the  resolution  adopted 
at  Syracuse  last  winter,  re-adopted  at  Roches- 
ter, and  fortified  by  an  address  which  has  been 
published  already,  and  I cannot  consent  to  see 
it  oversloughed  by  such  an  indefinite  sort  of 
resolution  as  is  proposed  here. 

Mr.  O’Rielly. — With  a view  of  having  the 
question  fairly  before  us,  I now  offer  a resolu- 
tion, as  an  amendment,  as  I prepared  it  at  the 
RochesterConvention,  where  it  wasnot  accepted 
by  the  committee.  I am  quite  as  tenacious  of 
my  principles  as  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  : 
But  I have  lived  long  enough  to  know  that  even 
the  best  of  us  may  change  our  opinions.  I am 
thankful  I have  lived  long  enough  to  change  a 
number  of  opinions,  and  hope  yet  to  change 
more  and  more.  It  is  said  I have  changed 
views  about  tolling  railroads.  I have  en- 
deavored in  this  matter,  to  consult  the 
opinions,  feelings  and  interests  of  a portion  of 
the  community  that  sent  me  here  to  represent 
them,  as  well  as  the  public  interests  generally. 
In  order  to  be  sure  that  the  views  of  those 
gentlemen  who  are  occupying  prominent  posi- 
tions in  the  commercial  metropolis,  were  clear- 
ly understood  ; that  nothing  should  be  charged 
to  the  delegates  by  way  of  assumption  ; the 
question  was  distinctly  put  before  those  gen- 
tlemen in  reference  to  ibis  matter;  and  al- 
though many  felt  ju9t  as  our  respected  friend 
from  Seneca  felt  and  feels  in  reference  to  the 
reimposition  of  tolls,  or  the  restoration  of  the 
old  iaw,  still  a change  has  come  over  their 
opinions.  They  found — no  matter  how  right 
the  toll  may  be  in  itself — it  is  contrary  to  the 
common  sentiment — at  present.  In  saying 
this,  I do  not  yield  one  jot  as  to  its  justice. 

I will  put  my  hand  to  nothing  that  does  not 
affirm  the  injustice  of  the  law  of  1851.  I may 
be  one  of  the  first,  at  the  proper  time,  to  raise 
my  voice  for  some  such  measure  as  its  repeal; 
but  at  this  time,  in  view  of  the  necessities  con- 
nected with  the  system  of  public  works,  I do 
not  wish  to  see  too  many  questions  put  before 
the  people.  The  “ toll  or  tax”  question  will  soon 
go  home  to  the  people  of  the  land.  It  will  be 
felt  in  the  pockets  of  the  tax-payers,  where 
there  is  plenty  of  room  to  feel  something.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  there  will  soon  be  a de- 
mand on  the  part  of  tax-payers  for  some  ac- 
tion on  this  subject.  I should  prefer,  then,  I 


not  to  press  this  at  the  present  tim 
though  not  abandoning  it  at  all.  The  f 
of  the  cause  in  New  York  proposed 
questions  to  candidates,  one  of  wh 
think,  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all:  Ana 
or  are  you  not,  in  favor  of  selling  or  1 
the  public  works  ? I consider,  sir,  tha 
single  question  alone  lies  at  the  fouudal 
the  objects  sought  by  this  Convention 
that  be  answered  in  the  negative  by  th 
pie  of  this  State,  as  it  is  being  answer 
the  candidates  who  come  before  the 
now,  and  as  the  public  generally  begin 
swer  it  also  : arid  when  that  question 
tied,  I am  confident  that  the  millions 
have  beeQ  squandered  will  no  longer  f 
the  torrents  of  corruption  that  have  hi 
marked  their  course.  Let  it  once  be  I 
that  our  grand  system  of  public  works 
to  become  the  prey  of  harpies  now  feas 
hope  of  their  “ sale  or  lease,”  and  you  wi 
different  state  of  things  in  relation  i 
canal.  In  order  that  there  might  be 
certainty  in  this  matter,  the  friends 
cause  in  New  York  interrogated,  by 
stringent  questions,  each  one  of  the  cam 
on  the  State  tickets  whose  action  could, 
way,  be  connected  with  the  subject.  1 
tiou  these  things  to  show  that  there  ho 
no  backing  out  on  the  main  questi 
1 will  read  the  instructions  given  m 
the  pro-rata  bill  is  carried  (I  quote  high  a 
t.y — gentlemen  who  stand  high  in  tht 
lie  confidence),  that  alone  is  sufficient  t 
the  evils  under  which  we  labor.  I fim 
lieve  that  a bill  such  as  ought  to  be  dra 
and  will  be  drawn  up,  will  alone  work 
It  is  impossible  for  this  cut-throat  war 
the  railroad  against  the  canal  to  be  can 
in  the  face  of  the  pro-rata  bill.  The  e: 
ment  of  the  Erie  Canal,  the  completion 
great  work  for  which  we  have  looked  fr 
for  a quarter  of  a century,  before  the  ( 
spring,  will  of  itself  be  enough  to  enal 
canals  to  stand  their  ground.  The  frie 
the  cause  in  New  York  covered,  in  thei) 
tions,  the  pro-rata,  the  enlargement, 
sale.  I offer  this  resolution  on  mi 
responsibility.  This  is  the  resolutio 
cisely  as  I wrote  it  for  Rochester  Conve 

Resolved,  That  while  we  believe  that  tolls 
have  been  continued  upon  railroad  freight,  the 
on  canal  freight,  until  the  discharge  of  tne  Sti 
created  for  internal  improvement,  a -d  while  we 
there  is  an  equitable  obligation  on  the  Legist 
restore  those  tolls  on  railway  freight,  as  they 
when  the  public  debt  was  creaied,  if  it  shall  hen 
found  necessary  to  supply  deficits  in  paying  thoi 
without  further  taxing  the  people  of  this  Slate;  V 
that  the  completion  of  the  enlargement  of  the  ca 
the  adoption  of  the  pro-rata  principle  will  equ 
action  of  canals  and  railroads  in  a manner  that 
increase  the  public  revenues  as  to  render  it  unn 
to  exercise  the  right  of  again  requiring  irom  railr 
same  rate  of  tolls  required  from  freight  passln 
canals  of  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Bascom. — The  only  difference  bi 
the  gentleman’s  proposition  (Mr.  O’Riel 
mine  is  that  his  resolution,  as  he  admi 
not  passed  upon  or  adopted  by  the  Rtf 
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Mention,  whereas  mine  was  distinctly  and 
Ainously  adopted  by  that  Convention ; 
Aaore,  it  was  distinctly  and  almost  unani- 
»y  agreed  upon  at  the  Convention  in  Sy- 
■e,  last  December,  after  a most  interesting 
Spirited  debate,  in  which  all  the  questions 
■(canvassed  better  than  we  shall  have  time 
Ivass  them  now.  It  is  part  of  my  busi- 
fto  break  down  the  proposition  offered  by 
ibmmittee,  in  order  to  have  mine  adopted. 

Wived,  That  the  original  policy  of  the  State  contem- 
■ that  the  tolls  on  property  passing  through  the 
Bhould  pay  for  the  construction  of  the  canals  ; that 

f ture  from  that  policy  has  reduced  ihe  revenues  of 
te  to  so  low  a point  that  taxation  to  pay  the  pub- 
lit  has  become  unavoidable ; and,  therefore,  a re- 
I that  original  policy  until  the  State  debt  is  paid,  or 
led  for,  is  required  by  true  public  interests. 

«v  do  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee 
I to  say  that  it  was  ever  the  declared 
B’  of  levying  tolls  upon  the  property  of 
■State,  unless  it  passed  through  upon  the 
fc  works  created  by  the  power  of  the 
B?  There  is  a great  deal  of  property  that 
b through  the  State,  as  on  the  old  wagons 
k they  were  worn  out,  that  it  was  never 
Bolicy  of  the  State  to  levy  tolls  upon  ; and 
lect,  in  the  outset,  to  the  doctrine  that 
Kate  is  going  to  levy  tolls  upon  property 
n through  the  State  because  it  has  the 
t We  must  find  a better  policy  than 
[for  imposing  tolls  upon  any  railroad. 
|i  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals  were 

Irized,  it  was  the  declared  statute  policy 
is  State  to  construct  those  works,  or  pay 
Biem  partly  by  indirect  taxation,  and 
Kr  by  money  loaned ; and  the  security  of 
loans  made  for  the  construction  of  those 
Is  was,  in  the  first  place,  such  tolls  as 
It  be  gathered  for  their  use  ; and  next 
Brty  situated  within  twenty  or  twenty- 
loiles  of  the  canals  themselves.  That  pol- 
I as  adhered  to  at  the  time  of  the  enlarge- 
lof  the  canal  (out  of  which  our  principal 
I has  grown)  that  was  adopted.  Then 
I the  railroads  came  to  be  instituted, 
I was  the  policy  in  respect  to  them?  All 
I railroads  along  the  line  of  the  canal,  or 
Icated  as  to  interfere  with  its  traffic,  were 
|r  placed  under  positive  inhibition  not  to 
I freight  all,  or  only  allowed  to  carry 
lit  upon  paying  the  tolls  chargeable  upon 
lanals.  Some  portions  of  the  State  were 
w benefited  by  the  canals,  used  then  as 
leniences  for  transporting  their  produce  to 
let.  The  value  of  their  property  greatly 
lased.  Cities  like  this  were  built  up  al- 
I as  if  by  magic  by  the  construction  of  the 
Is ; and  it  was  right  and  proper,  there- 
pthat  the  people  of  those  districts  should 
Itupon  themselves  the  burden  of  discharging 
idebt,  and  pay  an  equitable  duty  upon 
lerty  transmitted  to  market.  I say  the 
I had  no  more  right  to  depart  from  that 
|y  until  that  debt  was  discharged  than  it 

(originally  to  build  the  canals  by  general 
ion  and  give  them  to  the  people  of  the 


West.  What  would  you  think  of  a proposi- 
tion to  build  a plank  road,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
single  town,  by  a general  tax  upon  the  whole 
property  of  the  county?  You  would  permit 
no  such  thing;  the  county  would  not  tolerate 
it,  and  yet  that  would  be  precisely  as  just  as 
to  build  a canal,  for  the  benefit  of  a locality 
through  which  it  runs,  for  the  people  of  other 
States  lying  east  or  west  of  it,  give  them  the 
free  use  of  it,  and  impose  the  expense  on  the 
whole  property  of  the  State.  This  great  fact 
has  been  blinked,  up  to  this  time,  by  speakers 
of  the  Convention.  They  have  discussed  other 
propositions,  but  they  have  blinked  this  ques- 
tion thus  far.  But  we  must  look  it  in  the 
face.  What  is  the  condition  of  your  treasury  ? 
In  the  first  place,  your  canal  d*-bt  requires  an 
additional  sinking  fund  of  $1,750,000  a year. 
Your  general  sinking  fund  is  requiring  the 
sum  of  $350,000  a year.  This  is  for  the  old 
debt  existing  before  the  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution. That  alone  requires  something  like 
a million  a year  to  pay  principal  and  interest 
An  eighteenth  part  of  that  has  to  be  pro  video 
for  each  year,  and  the  whole  of  the  interest. 
Then,  again,  here  is  two  and  a half  or  three 
millions  of  floating  debt,  which  we  have  an 
opportunity  of  funding  if  we  vote  so  at  the 
nexele  tion,  *********  In  trying 
to  meet  the  constitutional  demands  upon  your 
treasury,  there  are  required  over  $3,000,000 
each  year,  for  several  years,  until  you  have 
diminished  the  principal  of  the  debt  to  some 
extent. 

The  General  Government  possesses  the  right 
of  collecting  imposts  in  all  your  towns;  your 
public  lands  are  pledged  by  the  Constitution. 
The  deficit  in  your  means  to  discharge  the  ob- 
ligations meeting  you  each  year  of  your  ex- 
istence as  a State  is  more  than  two  millions  of 
dollars.  I am  for  diminishing  the  public  debt, 
and  saying  that  the  whole  of  this  debt  shall 
not  be  bequeathed  to  our  posterity.  It  is  at 
least  our  solemn  duty  to  see  that  this  debt 
grows  no  larger, — if  possible,  to  prevent  its  in- 
crease. It  is  our  duty  to  see  that  the  means 
are  adopted  for  its  decrease.  It  is  now  36  or 
38  millions,  beyond  all  controversy.  It  is  so 
large  that  no  man  can  state  the  exact  amount. 
If  you  will  calculate  the  interest  you  will  see 
that  you  have  got  to  have  over  two  millionsin 
order  to  meet  the  interest.  I have  an  anxiety 
to  see  this  debt  diminished.  In  my  view,  a 
public  debt  is  no  benefit  but  an  unmitigated 
evil.  The  public  creditor  is  not  anxious  that 
you  should  pay  the  principal,  but  the  interest 
he  must  have  ; and  how  will  you  meet  this 
two-million  demand,  upon  you  for  interest? 
You  are  going  to  the  people  with  your  pro 
rata  freight  bill,  which  is  uncertain  to  meet 
their  approbation  unless  you  go  with  some  di 
rect  proposition  to  increase  the  State  revenue. 
What  was  it  that  overthrew  the  Republican 
party  in  1857  ? The  hue  and  cry  which  the 
Democratic  party  made  on  account  of  the  tax 
that  was  raised.  If  we  had  had  a few  such 
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meetings  as  this  there  could  have  been  no  such 
result.  I demand  this  measure  as  the  honest 
way  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  State — as  the  con- 
stitutional way.  What  right  have  you  to  im- 
pose taxes  upon  Orange,  Steuben,  and  Putnam, 
whose  benefits  from  the  existence  of  the  Ca- 
nals are  at  least  extremely  indirect?  and  the 
people  of  those  localities  feel  themselves  pre- 
judiced by  this,  because,  as  they  said  formerly, 
it  brings  property  from  the  West,  and  dimin- 
ishes the  price  of  their  own  productions.  There 
is  no  difficulty  in  the  wav.  No  man  here  will 
dispute  that  the  original  duty  of  paying  for 
these  Canals  was  devolved  upon  the  State  that 
called  them  into  existence.  It  provided  for 
the  payment  of  those  Canals  by  tolls  on  all  the 
property  passing  along  the  lines  of  the  Canals. 
That  policy  continued  up  to  1851.  The  State 
called  a railroad  into  existence,  and  gave  to  it 
eventually  the  power  to  take  part  of  the 
property  previously  carried  by  the  Canal — 
property  which  was  under  obligation  to  dis- 
charge part  of  this  debt.  The  railroad  is  finally 
relieved  from  tolls,  and  what  then?  Why  you 
still  impose  the  toll  that  should  be  paid  by  the 
property  carried  by  the  railroad,  upon  the 
lumber  and  coal  and  the  other  articles  that 
still  must  go  upon  the  Canals.  Do  you  not  vio- 
late even  individual  right  when  you  make 
such  an  arrangement  ? But  it  has  got  to  be 
so  in  this  country  that  a man  in  order  to  have 
any  rights  at  all  to  be  respected  or  secured  by 
his  government,  must  get  incorporated.  This 
is  not  a war  upon  railroads;  it  is  rather  a war 
upon  the  natural  influence  of  capital — a war 
against  aggregate  capital. 

But  what  is  the  difficulty?  Whence  comes 
this  cry  against  tolling  the  railroads.  It  comes 
from  the  great  city  of  New  York,  the  commer- 
cial emporium. 

Now,  in  behalf  of  the  Convention  at  Syra- 
cuse, and  in  behalf  of  the  recent  one  at  Roch- 
ester, I protest  against  the  action  of  its  dele- 
gated authorities  that  have  been  plotting  the 
overthrow  of  the  principles  of  the  Convention. 
The  Convention  at  Rochester,  in  its  very  first 
resolution,  reaffirmed  the  principles  of  the  Sy- 
racuse Convention.  The  Rochester  Conven- 
tion delegated  a committee  to  go  forward  and 
carry  out  its  object.  I hold  to  good  faith  in 
this  proceeding  as  well  as  in  respect  to  State 
debts.  The  State  Committee  was  appointed, 
and  to  my  extreme  mortification,  it  was  not 
more  than  one  week  before  I found  it  plotting 
how  to  overthrow  the  power  that  delegated 
it — things  not  suggested  in  the  Convention  be- 
coming the  order  of  the  day.  That  Committee 
was  plotting  the  destruction,  and  overriding 
two  of  the  three  important  principles  agreed 
upon  at  Syracuse  and  at  Rochester. 

[Mr.  Hovey,  of  Onondaga,  said  these  re- 
marks, if  intended  to  apply  to  him  as  oue  of 
that  Committee,  were  totally  untrue.] 

I know  that  these  measures  were  not  agree- 
able to  some  members  of  that  Committee, 


There  is  no  great  change,  so  far  as  I kc 
since  the  first  day  of  September,  that  requ  ( 
this  change  of  principles  about  this  measut 

I tell  you,  Mr.  President,  that  if  you  g 
the  people  of  this  State  without  some  cer 
mode  by  which  the  revenues  of  this  State  j 
be  increased,  and  some  relief  be  secured  f 
an  onerous  taxation,  already  too  severely  , 
you  fail  to  enlist  that  popular  sympathy  wl  j 
you  will  find  the  need  of  in  the  war  you 
waging  by  your  pro  rata  bill. 

Mr.  Alvord,  of  Onondaga. — I believe, 

I am  somewhat  of  a practical  man,  and  as  s | 
I agree  with  the  gentleman  in  his  tin 
throughout.  There  is  no  question  whati 
but  that  a great  mistake  was  made  by  the 
pie  of  the  State  of  New  York  through  their 
gislature  in  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1851 
think  that  a still  greater  mistake  was  the 
sage  of  the  act  consolidating  this  line  of 
roads  from  the  river  to  the  lakes.  It  seen  j 
me  to  be  a practical  question  whether  we 
not  better  go  to  the  people  and  the  Leg 
ture  with  what  we  can  probably  get;  and  j 
attempt  to  grasp  more  than  we  can  attain 
trust  that  the  resolution  offered  by  the  get 
man  from  New  York  will  pass;  it  is  all 
we  can  expect.  Indications  have  gone  f 
from  different  portions  of  the  State  that 
people  are  not  ready  for  the  movement  ol 
imposing  tolls  upon  railroads;  and  we  who  in  i 
abstract  believe  that  would  be  the  best  po  j 
guard  ourselves  by  reporting  the  fact,  th  J 
was  wrong  in  the  first  instance  to  take  ofl 
tolls,  and  that  if  other  means  shall  riot  pi 
available  that  we  still  retain  to  ourselves 
right  to  urge  upon  the  people  of  the  State  | 
reimposition  of  the  tolls. 

I differ  from  my  friend  from  Seneci  | 
another  view.  I honestly  believe  that  , 
pro  rata  freight  bill,  as  it  is  termed,  will  lq 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Legislature  of  j 
State,  and  it  cannot  help  meeting  with  j 
views  of  the  people  of  the  State;  and  whei 
shall  have  passed  into  a law,  we  shall  l 
made  a competition  between  the  canals  on , 
one  side,  and  the  railroads  on  the  other,  wl 
will  never  drive  us  to  the  necessity  of  rein 
sing  tolls.  The  revenues  of  the  canal  wil 
so  increased  as  to  do  away  with  any  necei1 
for  the  reimposition  of  tolls.  The  facili 
for  transportation  of  property  through 
breadth  of  our  State  will  be  greatly  iuerea 
and  the  consequent  expenditure  and  cost  o 
king  produce  to  market  will  be  vastly 
creased.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  it  is  not 
this  Convention  at  this  time  to  merely  as 
abstract  rights,  but  to  go  practically  to  w 
with  that  which  they  can  carry  through, 
lieving  that,  I take  a position  somewhat  di 
ent  from  that  which  i took  at  Syracuse  in 
cember  last.  I ask  the  gentleman  from  Sei 
and  the  members  of  this  Convention,  whel 
there  is  a single  man,  who  in  the  histor 
his  life  has  not  seen  fit  to  change  his  posit 
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ive  a right  to  be  convinced  at  least  of 
rors,  and  to  manfully  stand  lip,  and  say 
e so  convinced.  Under  such  circura- 
s it  will  not  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the 
ntion  at  Syracuse  or  Rochester  for  us  to 
at  we  do  not  wish  to  press  this  question 
;he  Legislature.  I do  not  think  that  we 
completely  bound  up  by  these  Conven- 
I think  we  stand  here  in  the  capacity 
egislature  to  a certain  extent.  We  are 
nind  by  the  actions  of  the  past  Legisla- 
We  are  to  pass  upon  a qnestion  as  it 
its  itself  to  us  at  the  present  time,  With- 
ing  further  into  the  discussion  of  the  mat- 
seems  to  me  that  the  Convention  can 
harmonize  with  the  proposition  of  the  j 
man  from  New  York;  not  that  we  aban-  i 
je  right  to  impose  tolls  upon  the  rail-  i 
but  that  we  simply  hold  that  measure 
yance  to  be  used  in  the  last  resort,  if  the 
res  which  we  trust  the  Legislature  will 
hall  prove  ineffective. 

Crocker  of  Oswego.  I believe,  Sir,  there 
ctically  but  little  difference  between  the 
tion  before  the  Convention,  and  the  origi-  | 
esolution  which  was  offered  by  the  com-  i 
s.  I am  one  of  those,  here,  who  believe 
he  pro  rata  bill,  as  it  is  proposed,  will 
■t  the  revenues  of  the  Canal,  and  pay  the 
Debt ; you  will  recollect  that  the  01  igi- 
11  recognizes  the  principle  that  the  origi- 
alicy  of  the  Canals  contemplated  that  the 
lies  of  the  Canal  should  pay  the  Canal 
I am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  it 
>per  that  the.  Canal  should  pay  its  own 
also;  but  1 have  myself,  always  been  <>p 
— and  I was  at  the  Syracuse  Couven- 
and  at  the  Rochester  Convention — to  the  j 
g of  railroads.  I was  opposed  to  that 
sion,  because  I did  not  believe  it  could  be 
d,  and  because  I did  not  believe  that 
runtry  would  unite  upon  it.  I did  not 
re  that  it  would  meet  the  views,  the  feel- 
and  the  sentiments  of  the  community  ; but 
believe  that  the  pro-rata  bill,  so  called, 

1 meet  the  views  of  every  class  of  our 
lunity.  I did  not  believe,  nor  do  I now, 
we  can  pass  any  bill,  or  secure  any  object 
has  been  proposed  here,  unless  it  is  one 
will  meet  the  great  commercial  interests 
i city  of  New  York,  and  the  commercial 
etts  of  the  State  of  New  York ; for  the 
aerce  of  the  City  is  identified  with  the  j 
lerce  of  the  State  ; and  I will  say  here,  j 
I was  surprised  to  find  one  of  the  repre-  j 
tives  of  New  York  at  the  Rochester  Con- 

Ion,  (Mr.  M.)  defending  any  sentiment  that 
d toward  tolling  of  railroads.  Now  a rep-  I 
tative  from  New  York  has  changed  his  j 
is,  having  come  fresh  from  his  constitu- 

the  proposes  to  disclaim  the  expediency 
dliug,  and  offers  another  resolution  as  I 
Institute  for  the  first  resolution  offered  by  ! 
■committee.  If  the  resolution  offered  bv 
lommittee,  together  with  the  pro-rata  bill, 
ii  the  pro  rata  bill,  will  protect  the  interests 
“ie  Canal,  then  practically,  there  is  no  ma- 


terial difference  between  the  resolution  before 
the  Convention  and  the  one  offered  by  the 
committee.  The  one  offered  by  the  committee 
was  a compromise  between  those  in  favor  of 
tolling  the  Railroads,  and  those  who  were  op 
posed  to  it.  It  was  one,  that  those  who  were  op- 
posed to  it  would  adopt,  so  far  as  they  believe 
that  under  the  pro  rata  bill  the  State  would 
not  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  right  of  toll- 
ing Railroads,  because  the  pro  rata  bill  would 
protect  the  revenues  of  the  Canal,  and  pay  the 
Canal  Debt,  I did  believe,  and  I do  now,  that 
the  pro  rata  bill  will  meet  the  views  of  the 
city  of  New  York;  that  they  will  support  it ; 
and  if  they  will,  they  will  get  great  strength 
in  the  Legislature  ; hence,  I consider  that  the 
great  bill,  the  very  basis  of  the  action  of  this 
Convention.  I looked  upon  that  bill  as  the 
only  one  which  can  be  made  available,  to  bring 
up  the  revenue  of  the  Canal  so  as  to  pay  the 
Canal  Debt;  and  I feel  that  that  bill  can 
be  passed.  I believe  such  a measure  can  be 
carried  in  the  Legislature  ; because  I believe, 
first,  that  it  will  protect  the  interests  of  all  the 
intermediate  towns  thrdhghout  the  State  of 
New  York.  It  is  known  here,  and  the  discus- 
sions of  this  Convention  have  developed  the 
fact,  that  almost  every  intermediate  town  from 
Albany  to  New  York  has  bean  crushed  in  its 
prosperity  and  its  welfare  by  the  action  of  the 
policy  of  the  Railroad;  by  the  concentrated 
and  consolidated  power  of  the  Railway.  If, 
therefore,  we  can  find  some  measure  which 
wilt  meet  the  interests  of  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity throughout  the  State,  except  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Railways,  then  we  shall  have  hit 
upon  precisely  the  right  plan  and  the  right 
measure  for  this  Convention  lo  adopt.  If  the 
pro  rata  bill  will  really  secure  the  object  which 
we  so  much  desire;  if  it  will  protect  the  great 
milling  interests  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of 
Oswego,  of  Black  Rock,  and  other  towns  along 
the  line  of  the  Erie  Canal;  if  it  will  protect 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  intermedi- 
ate towns  on  the  Railway  and  on  the  Canals 
throughout  the  State ; if  it  will  protect  the  far- 
mer, and  give  him  the  price  for  the  produce  of 
his  farm  which  he  has  a right  to,  and  will  give 
him  just  as  much  more  for  the  produce  of  his 
land  as  the  difference  of  transportation  be- 
tween Chicago  and  his  farm — then  the  inter- 
ests of  each  class,  the  miller,  the  manufacturer, 
the  farmer,  and  all  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  State,  will  be  protected.  Where  then  will 
lie  found  the  opposition  to  the  pro  rata  bill? 
The  discussions  have  developed  the  fact,  that 
the  action  of  the  pro  rata  bill  of  through 
freight  must  so  raise  the  price  of  through  freight 
as  to  permit  a very  large  portion  of  the  through 
freight  to  go  by  the  Canal,  and  it  will  so  re- 
duce the  price  of  transportation  to  and  through 
the  intermediate  towns  along  the  Canals  and 
Railroad,  as  well  as  protect  the  interests  of  the 
farmer,  the  miller,  the  manufacturer,  and  also 
protect  the  great  commercial  interests  of  the 
State ; therelore  I hold  that  the  pro  rata  bill 
will  protect  us  entirely  ; and  if  so,  then  there 
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is  no  essential  practical  difference  between  the 
original  resolution  offered  by  the  committee, 
and  the  proposition  now  before  the  Conven- 
tion. It  is  of  such  vast  importance  to  the  in- 
terior towns  of  this  State,  and  to  every  interest 
throughout  the  State,  that  some  measure 
should  be  taken  which  will  protect  their  in- 
terests, which  will  not  leave  them  to  the  ruin 
which  must  follow  if  the  consolidated  interest 
and  power  of  the  Railroad  is  left  to  stand  as  it 
does,  that  I am  willing  myself  as  one,  to  adopt 
either  of  the  two  propositions  ; the  one  which 
is  now  before  the  Convention,  or  the  original 
one  which  was  proposed  by  the  committee. 

B.  F.  Cooper,  thought  all  this  was  idle  cere- 
mony, mere  brutum  falmen,  if  there  was  to  be 
no  more  action  taken  than  contemplated  by 
the  gentleman  from  If.  T.  He  did  not  see  how 
the  pro  rata  bill,  while  very  just,  would  pro- 
vide means  to  pay  the  Public  Debt.  He  did 
not  believe  the  Central  Railroad  was  to  be 
frightened  by  any  mere  milk-and-water  resolu- 
tion. He  supported  the  resolution  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Seneca.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Niles  of  Eri%  said  that  tolls  had  been 
again  and  again  reduced,  until  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  tolls  must  be  taken  off  altogether, 
and  the  Canal  left  without  revenue.  The  Ca- 
nal must  be  a non-paying  institution,  or  you 
must  toll  the  railroads.  The  experience  of  the 
past  nine  years  showed  conclusively  enough 
that  the  pro  rata  freight  bill  would  not  bring 
back  the  revenue  to  the  Canals.  Let  all  the 
wrongs  we  have  suffered  by  the  act  of  1851, 
be  brought  before  the  people,  and  the  people 
will  apply  the  remedy  with  a strong  hand. 

S.  F.  Sawin  of  Buffalo.  In  case  the  amend- 
ment, proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  is  defeated,  the  question  will  be  upon 
the  amendment  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Seneca,  which  amendment  contains  this 
simple  proposition  ; that,  in  the  opiuion  of  this 
Convention,  tolls  (because  I speak  of  it  as  a 
practical  question  without  reference  to  its  ver- 
biage,) should  be  re-imposed  upon  the  Central 
Railroad,  inasmuch  as  the  acts  imposing  tolls 
upon  railroads  prior  to  the  act  of  1851,  applied 
exclusively  to  the  different  corporations  that 
have  since  been  consolidated  into  the  Central 
Railroad.  It  does  not  touch,  neither  do  I 
think  it  ought  to  touch,  the  New  York  & Eiie 
Railroad.  The  reasons  why  it  ought  not  to 
touch  that  road  are  apparent ; I will  not  stop 
to  dilate  upon  it. 

Now,  when  the  gentleman  representing  spec- 
ially a large  interest  connected  directly  with  the 
navigation  of  the  Erie  Canal  (and  that  includes 
not  only  the  merchants  and  the  mechanics,  but 
all  the  farmers  along  the  line  of  the  Canal), 
go  to  the  Legislature  instructed  to  a greater 
or  less  extent  by  the  proceedings  of  this  Con- 
vention, and  the  question  is  presented  to  them 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  the  Assembly  to  devise  some 
means  by  which  to  raise  money  enough  to  pay 
the  interest  upon  the  public  debt,  to  pay  the 
public  debt  as  it  becomes  due,  as  well  as  to 


pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  governmen  i 
practical  question  is,  Are  they  at  liberty  so 
the  voice  of  this  intelligent  Convention  i I' 
cerned,  so  far  as  they  can  be  govern  1 
influenced  by  it,  to  say,  to  the  geutlerae  1 
resenting  the  counties  of  Sc  oharie  and  0 
for  instance,  counties  not  lying  on  anyra 
or  canal,  “We  propose  a measure  the  1 
save  you  from  direct  taxation  for  the 11 
rnent  of  that  debt?"  Are  they  at  libel 
propose  a practical  measure,  one  that  <! 
handled  and  understood  by  every  mem  1 
the  Legislature?  The  only  practical  mi1 
that  they  can  propose,  and  that  can  be 
tangible  and  practical  (it  is  exclusive! 
revenue  measure,  because  no  man,  I 1 1 
hend,  iu  this  State  would  he  in  favor  of  i I 
ing  tolls  upon  the  railroads  of  this  State,  ( 
as  a matter  of  revenue),  is  to  put  me 
toll  upon  the  produce  of  the  West,  if  no! ' 
the,  produce  of  our  own  State,  that  is 
ported  upon  the  railway  ; they  can  ta: 
tonnage  that  is  carried  upon  the  Central  i 
road,  the  tonnage  of  the  West,  and  the 
figure  it  up  and  say,  You  will  put  upoi 
so  many  mills  to  the  ton,  and  be  able  ' 
that  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  weshal 
so  much,  enough  to  save  the  constitue 
Schoharie  and  Otsego,  which  have  no 
communication  with  it,  from  direct  tai 
That  is  the  practical  question  before  us. 
the  gentlemen  that  represent  the  count 
Erie  and  all  the  other  counties  upon  t! 
of  the  Canal  (many  of  whom  are  now  i 
house  who  will  be  iu  that  Assembly 
“Now  pass  the  bill  known  as  the  pr< 
freight  bill,  and  we  will  get  it  throug 
have  it  working  probably  about  the  fi 
May,  1860;  and  we  think  the  effect  of 
be  such,  that  so  much  additional  tonnag 
be  carried  upon  the  Canal,  and  that  am 
ion  of  dollars  additional  through  that  a 
will  be  added  to  to  the  revenue  of  the  f 
Let  me  say,  hopeful  as  we  all  are,  tha 
matter  of  speculation  instead  of  demonet 
like  that  which  relates  to  the  impositi 
tolls  upon  the  Central  Railroad ; and 
you  present  it  iu  that  shape  (and  I prei 
here,  by  way  of  illustration),  I ask  this 
vention  whether  you  can  expect  the  aid 
people  for  this  great  practical  measure  ol 
to  the  business  interests,  especially  to  me 
are  engaged  in  navigation  upon  the  Ca 
you  are  afraid  to  present  to  them  a pri 
measure,  which  at,  the  close  of  the  fisca 
will  add  one  million  of  dollars  to  the  re 
of  the  State,  clear  as  a demonstratic 
about  which  there  can  be  no  mistake. 

I know  and  I recognize  the  legitimate 
ence  exercised  by  our  worthy  friends 
New  York.  They  are  fearful,  and  it  n 
justly  so,  that  in  case  any  tolls,  no  matte 
moderate,  are  put  upon  the  tonnage 
West,  that  its  transportation  over  the  C 
Railroad  may  be  diverted  through  othei 
nels  to  Philadelphia  and  Baltimor< 
through  the  Grand  Trunk  to  Portland. 
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erstand  that  well ; but  I submit  it  as  a 
stion  purely  of  revenue.  A demand  for 
iey  is  pressing  and  immediate;  it  •will  not 
ver  to  be  cowards  in  relation  to  this  ques- 
. If  the  people,  if, — to  use  the  technical 
[p  that  has  been  used  here,  Canal-men, — are 
[id  to  take  bold  measures  which  will  com- 
id  their  proposition  to  the  tax- payers  gen- 
iy  of  the  State  in  relation  to  this  great 
tical  question,  can  you  expect  that  that 
iity  would  get  the  aid  of  the  members  from 
| )ther  parts  of  the  State  to  this  great  and 
I measure,  the  pro  rata  bill  ? 

view  of  these  considerations,  Mr.  Presi- 

1 regarding  as  we  do  the  advice  and  influ- 
of  these  intelligent  and  worthy  gentlemen 
New  York  city,  who  are  so  largely  inter- 
in this  business,  and  especially  interested 
lie  devising  of  ways  and  means  which  will 
I nue  to  have  poured  into  the  lap  of  New 
Is:  the  produce  of  the  mighty  West — lis'ten- 
,o  them  as  we  do,  regarding  them  as  we 
et  it  is  the  balance  of  my  judgment,  and  1 
it  it  that  it  should  he  the  balance  of  the 
ent  of  this  Convention,  that  it  is  not  the 
to  be  timid  ; we  must  walk  up  boldly  to 
ain  question,  which  is  one  of  revenue, 
[pnly  on  account  of  revenue  justifiable ; the 
g of  money  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
elebt  of  the  State  as  it  becomes  due ; and  I 
I therefore  vote  against  the  amendment 
1 the  gentleman  of  New  York,  and  in  favor 
|he  amendment  from  the  gentleman  of 
a. 

resolution  offered  as  an  amendment  by 
O’Rielly  was  then  put  and  lost — 21  to 
large  number  not  voting, 
e question  then  recurring  upon  the  sub- 
i,e  of  Mr.  Bascom  of  Seneca. 

IIovF.y  said  that  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
g Railroads,  but  had  yielded  his  prefer- 
[to  others  who  had  great  confidence  in  the 
ata  bill.  He  had  no  faith  in  that  bill  as 
jenue  measure,  though  it  was  a measure 
at  justice  to  the  people  of  this  State.  If 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pay  the 
Debt,  it  was  its  duty  to  toll  Railroads  to 
nd. 

question  was  then  taken  on  the  substi- 
f the  gentleman  from  Seneca,  and  it  was 

ed. 

Bascom  then  offered  a resolution  declar- 
rat  the  issuing  of  free  passes  should  be 
’ ed  by  high  penal  laws. 

Cobb  of  Erie,  offered  the  following: 

9tved,  That  the  acceptance  by  Legislative,  Judicial, 
ipal,  or  any  other  public  officer  of  this  State  of  free 
to  travel  upon  railroads,  or  any  other  avenue  or 
i existing  by  virtue  or  charter  as  a public  benefit, 
palliation  in  reason  or  good  conscience;  that  such 
tesies”  (so  denominated),  are  extended  either  for 
it  to  the  offici  al  recipient,  or  in  the  nature  of  a bribe — 
(trplating  some  service  to  be  performed  in  return; 
i:e  first  conjecture  cannot  be  true,  since  such  “ com- 
tits"  generally  cease  at  the  termination  of  official  life ; 
pate  ver  may  be  the  motive  of  extending  sach  com- 
ets or  their  acceptance,  they  are  unnecessary  to  pro- 
be public  service,  since  the  State  has  provided  liberal 
Lsation  in  mileage  to  every  public  officer  required 
* el.  The  use,  therefore,  of  free  passes  by  officials  re- 
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ceiving  compensation  in  mileage,  has  no  justification  in 
common  honesty,  and  every  Legislative,  Judicial,  Muni- 
cipal or  other  public  officer  accepting  such  free  pass  should 
forfeit  the  confidence  of  his  constituents. 

The  resolutions  were  received  with  applause. 

Mr.  Basoom  would  be  glad  to  have  both 
resolutions  adopted.  He  said  he  had  been  a 
victim  to  the  abuse  of  the  Central  Railroad, 
and  his  crime  consisted  in  refusing  to  accept  a 
free  pass  when  a member  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Chairman,  Mr.  Fitzhuch,  had  been  assailed 
for  insisting  upon  paying  his  fare  when  in  the 
discharge  of  a high  public  trust.  (Applause.) 
When  Gen.  Root  was  a member  of  the  Legis- 
lature, he  was  asked  why  he  did  not  go  to  a 
certain  dinner.  “ Why,”  said  he,  “I  bad  made 
up  my  mind  to  vote  against  the  gentleman’s 
bill,  and  I didn’t  want  to  do  it  with  bis  turkey 
in  my  belly.”  (Great  laughter.)  The  managers 
of  the  Central  Railroad  well  understand  the 
influence  of  these  courtesies.  For  God’s  sake 
let  us  once  in  a while  raise  our  voice  in  behalf 
of  official  purity.  He  was  in  Utica  when 
Judge  Bronson,  years  ago  told  how  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  bribe  him  by  the  offering 
of  a free  pass  to  a judicial  officer.  Mr.  B.  con- 
tinued at  great  length,  bis  onslaught  on  free 
passes — the  Railroad  turkey  in  the  Legislative 
belly. 

D.  C.  Littlejohn  said  he  could  hardly  sit 
under  these  remarks  and  refrain  from  stating 
that  for  the  five  years  that  he  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  he  had  never  received 
a free  pass.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Alvord  would  ask  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  include  him  in  the  same  company, 
as  one  who  had  always  paid  his  fare.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr.  Cobb  of  Buffalo,  said,  In  moving  this 
resolution,  I did  not  intend  to  aim  at  any  in- 
dividual. I was  told  last  spring,  that  it  was 
the  custom  to  distribute  free  passes  among  the 
members  of  the  Legislature ; and  a member 
told  me  a little  of  his  experience.  He  said 
that  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature, 
he  observed  that  very  few  were  in  as  much 
hurry  as  before,  and  that  a couple  of  officials 
connected  with  a road  whose  terminus  is  at 
Albany,  were  very  busy  in  distributing  among 
the  members,  various  complimentary  little 
pieces  of  paper,  entitling  the  recipients  and 
families,  to  be  transported  over  the  road.  The 
gentlemen  who  were  thus  favored,  were  also 
informed  that  it  would  afford  them  a great  deal 
of  pleasure,  if  it  was  observed  that  these  tickets 
were  used  freely  and  frequently.  Complimen- 
tary words  were  passed,  and  the  hope  was 
expressed  that  they  should  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  them  elected  to  the  next  Legislature, 
and  of  their  being  the  recipients  of  their  com- 
plimentary tickets  another  season.  My  infor- 
mant said  that  at  length  his  time  came,  and  he 
was  told  that  his  course  in  the  Legislature  in 
voting  on  the  pro  rata  bill  adversely  to  the 
railroad,  had  been  noticed  with  considerable 
pain  and  deep  regret,  and  they  were  surprised 
that  a man  of  his  intelligence,  should  take  such 
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a course  as  that.  They  had  noticed  too,  with 
deep  pain  and  regret,  that  he  had  voted  for  a 
special  committee  to  consider  the  pro-rata  bill, 
as  through  his  vote,  that  special  committee 
was  raised.  It  was  also,  with  still  deeper  re- 
gret that  they  had  noticed  that  he  voted  in 
favor  of  receiving,  confirming,  and  adopting 
the  report  of  that  special  committee,  which 
had  introduced  a pro-rata  bill ; and  to  crown  his 
sins  of  short-coming,  he  had  voted  for  printing 
4000  extra  copies  of  the  report,  at  the  people’s 
charge.  It  was  their  wish,  they  said,  to  be 
very  liberal  with  members  in  these  things,  but 
he  must  ascribe  it  to  his  own  conduct,  if  he 
was  not  dealt  with  as  liberally  as  other  mem- 
bers, and  the  best  they  could  do  for  him  was 
to  give  him  a pass  home.  (Great  laughter  and 
applause.) 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Cobb,  were 
adopted. 

Dr.  Hunt  of  Buffalo,  offered  the  following, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a proper  regard  for  the  good  faith  and 
credit  of  the  State  demands  of  the  people  an  endorsement 


and  approval  at  the  pells,  of  the  proposed  loan  of  $2,5 
00ft,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  floating  or  t 
funded  debt  of  tne  State. 

Mr.  Cobb  submitted  the  following,  whit 
was  also  adopted  : 

Resolved , This  Convention  recommend  the  formatl 
of  local  committees  in  each  county,  for  the  purposes 
promoting  the  objects  adapted  by  this  Convention,  ( 
that  the  names  of  such  local  committees,  when  form 
be  forwarded  to  A.  H.  Hovey.  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Bt 
Executive  Committee,  at  Syracuse. 

Mr.  Sawin  moved  that  the  thanks  of  tl 
Convention  be  tendered  to  W.  J.  McKov 
Sheriff  of  Oneida  county,  for  the  free  use 
the  Court  House,  when  it  was  found  imprai 
cable  to  continue  its  sessions  at  the  City  Hi 
Carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  O'Rielly  offered  a resolution  direct 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  in  pi 
pblet  form,  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  a vote  of  thanks  to  the 
ficers  of  the  Convention  for  the  able  and  im] 
tial  manner  in  which  they  bad  discharged  tl 
duties.  Carried. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die.  | 
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